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Behr Forms Second Joint Venture in China

Germany-based Behr GmbH & Co. KG, one of the worldÂ�s leading specialists in automotive
air conditioning and engine cooling systems, has formed a joint venture with Shanghai
Automotive Co., Ltd. (SA), China, and Japanese Sanden

(PRWEB) February 12, 2004 --Germany-based Behr GmbH & Co. KG, one of the worldÂ�s leading
specialists in automotive air conditioning and engine cooling systems, has formed a joint venture with Shanghai
Automotive Co., Ltd. (SA), China, and Japanese Sanden Corporation to develop, produce and market
refrigerant compressors for cars and trucks.

The new company will trade under the name Shanghai Sanden Behr Automobile Air Condition Co., Ltd. (SSB)
and will be based in Shanghai.

Shanghai Longhua Industrial Co., Ltd. (SLI), an industrial development company, also will participate in the
joint venture.

Behr has a 17.5 percent share in the new company, with SA, Sanden and SLI holding stakes of 38.5 percent, 35
percent and 9 percent, respectively.

BehrÂ�s partners already have been successfully active on the Chinese market in the field of automotive
HVACcompressors. As a result, SSB will begin operations with a broad customer base and rank number one
among competitors in this market segment.

In the current business year the joint venture, with a workforce of around 1,000, will produce and market 1.4
million compressors. In 2008 production output will be in the order of three million compressors. The sales
target for 2004 is around 1.6 billion RMB (155 million euros) and SSB is aiming to generate sales of around 3.0
billion RMB (300 million euros) by 2010.

Behr last October signed an agreement for the Stuttgart companyÂ�s first joint venture in China with Shanghai
Automotive, a subsidiary of Shanghai Automotive Industry Corporation (SAIC), ChinaÂ�s biggest automaker
and supplier group. The 50-50 joint venture was formed to develop, manufacture and market air conditioners
and engine cooling products.

The SSB team includes Sanden Corporation, a leading manufacturer of compressors for automotive air
conditioners, which has been partnered with Behr in another joint venture in Japan since 2001. Both companies
are pursuing the same goals as in Japan, which is to offer automakers complete climate control systems.

Markus Flik, BehrÂ�s CEO, said: Â�The founding of SSB is another major step toward our goal of
establishing Behr Â� together with its partners Â� in China as a supplier of complete climate control
systems.Â�

Company details:

Behr GmbH & Co. KG, Stuttgart, is a systems partner for the international automobile industry. A specialist for
automotive air conditioning and engine cooling systems, the Behr Group is one of the world's leading
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manufacturers and suppliers of original equipment for passenger and commercial vehicles. Group sales in the
2002 business year came to around 2.8 billion euros. Currently Behr employs 16,300 people in 25 worldwide
production facilities in Europe, North and South America, South Africa and Asia.

Further information can be obtained from:

Behr GmbH & Co. KG
Stephanie Reuter
Director Group Communications
Mauserstrasse 3
D Â� 70469 Stuttgart
Phone: +49 (0) 711 / 896-2645
Fax: +49 (0) 711 / 896-2348
E:mail: stephanie.reuter@behrgroup.com

Indira Sadikovic
Behr America, Inc.
Phone: +1.248.669.8588
E-Mail: indira.sadikovic@behrgroup.com

Larry Weis or Janet Krol
AutoCom Associates
Phone: +1.248.647.8621
E-Mail: lweis@usautocom.com or jkrol@usautocom.com

Note to editors: Further background information on BehrÂ�s Asia activities to date, a repro-ready map and key
economic data on China can be found at www.behrgroup.com.
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Contact Information
Janet Krol
AUTOCOM ASSOCIATES
http://www.behrgroup.com
248.647.8621

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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