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A battery storage system includes: a plurality of battery mod-
ules that are electrically connected in series and in parallel,
each comprising a plurality of battery cells; a plurality of
sensors provided to each of the plurality of battery modules,
that output at least signals corresponding to voltage and cur-
rent of the each of the battery modules; a plurality of first
control devices each of which is provided to the each of the
plurality of battery modules, and obtains a power that can be
inputted and outputted to and from the each of the battery
modules based upon the voltage and current obtained from
the output signals of the sensors of the each of the battery
modules; and a second control device that performs overall
control of the plurality of first control devices, and if a fault of
a sensor in any one of the plurality of battery modules has
occurred, the second control device obtains a total power that
can be inputted and outputted to and from the all of the battery
modules, based upon powers each of which can be inputted
and outputted to and from each of other battery modules than
a battery module in which the sensor has detected the fault,
and outputs information of the total power.
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BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

The disclosure of the following priority application is
herein incorporated by reference: Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2008-304285, filed Nov. 28, 2008.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a technique related to a
battery storage system, and, as a representative, relates to a
technique for impeding deterioration of the function of the
device as a power supply.

2. Description of Related Art

As a battery storage system in which a plurality of battery
modules are electrically connected in series-parallel and that
can supply high power, there is known, for example, the one
disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication 2007-
151396. In this Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication 2007-
151396, there is disclosed a technique of monitoring the
operating conditions of the battery modules by detecting volt-
age, current, and temperature for each battery module with
sensors of various types.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, with a battery storage system in which a plurality
of battery modules are electrically connected in series-paral-
lel and that can supply high power, as in Japanese Laid-Open
Patent Publication 2007-151396, if a fault has been detected
in one of the battery modules, then, in the prior art, control has
been performed so as to stop input and output to and from the
battery storage system even if the rest of the battery modules
are operating normally, and accordingly it has not been pos-
sible to utilize the remainder of the battery modules, that are
still in good order.

According to the 1st aspect of the present invention, a
battery storage system comprises: a plurality of battery mod-
ules that are electrically connected in series and in parallel,
each comprising a plurality of battery cells; a plurality of
sensors provided to each of the plurality of battery modules,
that output at least signals corresponding to voltage and cur-
rent of the each of the battery modules; a plurality of first
control devices each of which is provided to the each of the
plurality of battery modules, and obtains a power that can be
inputted and outputted to and from the each of the battery
modules based upon the voltage and current obtained from
the output signals of the sensors of the each of the battery
modules; and a second control device that performs overall
control of the plurality of first control devices, and if a fault of
a sensor in any one of the plurality of battery modules has
occurred, the second control device obtains a total power that
can be inputted and outputted to and from the all of the battery
modules, based upon powers each of which can be inputted
and outputted to and from each of other battery modules than
a battery module in which the sensor has detected the fault,
and outputs information of the total power.

According to the 2nd aspect of the present invention, in the
battery storage system according to the 1st aspect, it is pre-
ferred that the second control device reduces the total power
according to a degree of fault of the sensor.

According to the 3rd aspect of the present invention, in the
battery storage system according to the 2nd aspect, it is pre-
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2

ferred that the second control device reduces the total power
according to a number of sensors that have been determined
as being faulty.

According to the 4th aspect of the present invention, in the
battery storage system according to the 2nd aspect, it is pre-
ferred that the second control device reduces the total power
according to a type of the sensor that has been determined as
being faulty.

According to the Sth aspect of the present invention, in the
battery storage system according to the 1st aspect, it is pre-
ferred that the battery storage system further comprises sen-
sors that detect voltage and current of all of the battery mod-
ules.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of the present invention,
wherein the configuration of a drive system for a large size
hybrid vehicle is given in a block diagram;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of the electrical connection
structure of a battery storage system that is mounted as a drive
power supply in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram showing the electrical connec-
tion structure of a control device for a set of battery modules
in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the overall structure
of'an actual battery storage system that is mounted as the drive
power supply of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view showing the inter-
nal structure of one assembled battery module included in the
set of battery modules of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a sectional view showing the cross sectional
structure of the assembled battery module of FIG. 5 in the
transverse direction;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing the external structural
appearance of a assembled battery unit included in the
assembled battery module of FIG. 5;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view showing the external structural
appearance of a assembled battery included in the assembled
battery unit of FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a flow chart showing a prior art type of fault
diagnosis operation for a battery storage system; and

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing fault diagnosis operation
according to the present invention for the battery storage
system mounted as the drive power supply in FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In the following, an embodiment of the present invention
will be explained.

Inthe embodiments explained below, the present invention
is explained by giving an example of use thereof as a drive
power supply for a drive system for a large sized hybrid
vehicle.

Such a large sized hybrid vehicle may be a public vehicle
such as a hybrid bus or the like, or a cargo vehicle such as a
hybrid truck or the like. The embodiment below will be
described in terms of a hybrid bus.

Moreover, the structure of the embodiment described
below may also be applied to a railroad vehicle or the like,
such as a hybrid train or the like.

This embodiment will now be explained in concrete terms
with reference to the drawings.
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<General Structure of this Drive System for a Large Sized
Electric Hybrid Vehicle>

First, the general layout of a drive system for a large sized
electric hybrid vehicle will be explained with reference to
FIG. 1.

The drive system of the hybrid vehicle 1 of this embodi-
ment is constructed according to the so called series hybrid
principle, in which energy flows in series from an engine 2 to
drive wheels 5: a generator 3 is driven using the rotational
power of the engine 2, that is an internal combustion engine;
a motor-generator 4 is driven using the power generated by
this driving of the generator 3; and drive wheels 5 (for
example the rear wheels of the vehicle) are driven using
rotational power generated by this driving of the motor-gen-
erator 4. According to a drive system according to this series
hybrid principle, since it is possible to operate the engine 2 in
a steady manner in a region in which fuel consumption and
exhaust gas quality are most satisfactory, with no direct rela-
tionship to driving of the drive wheels 5, accordingly, along
with it being possible to improve the fuel consumption as
compared with a conventional engine driven vehicle, also it is
possible to reduce the amount of nitrogen oxides and so on
included in the exhaust gases by half or more.

For a drive system for a hybrid vehicle, it would also be
acceptable to employ either: the so-called parallel hybrid
principle, in which an engine and a motor-generator are
arranged in parallel with respect to the flow of energy to the
drive wheels (in terms of construction, the engine and the
motor-generator are connected in series via a clutch), so that
it is possible to drive the drive wheels by the rotational power
of'the engine, or by the rotational power of the motor-genera-
tor, or by the rotational power of both the engine and the
motor-generator; or the series-parallel hybrid principle that is
a combination of the series hybrid principle with this parallel
hybrid principle (in which it is arranged to branch off part of
the rotational power of the engine to an electrical generator
for generation of electricity, so that this power is used for
generation of electricity, and so that, due to this, it is possible
to drive a motor-generator for driving the vehicle with the
power thus obtained).

The engine 2 and the generator 3 are provided as a dedi-
cated power generation facility that generates the power
needed for driving the motor-generator 4. The engine 2 and
the generator 3 are mutually mechanically connected by their
rotation shafts being directly coupled together. For this
mechanical coupling of the engine 2 and the generator 3, it
would also be acceptable to employ a method of fixing pul-
leys on each of the rotation shafts of the engine 2 and the
pulley 3, and linking them together with a belt.

The engine 2 is a diesel engine that serves as a drive power
source for generating the rotational power necessary for driv-
ing the generator 3, and that converts thermal energy obtained
by combusting a mixture gas of diesel oil and air to mechani-
cal energy (rotational power). It would also be acceptable to
use a gasoline engine, a gas engine, a bio-fuel engine, a
hydrogen engine or the like as the engine 2. Moreover, it
would also be acceptable to arrange to employ some other
type of drive power source such as a gas turbine or the like,
instead of the engine 2. The drive power produced by the
engine 2 is controlled by the driving of a plurality of air valves
(throttle valves and intake- and exhaust valves) and the driv-
ing of a fuel valve by an engine control device, not shown in
the figures, and is controlled by the amount of fuel supplied to
the cylinders and by intaking- and outtaking of air.

The generator 3 is a rotating electrical machine that
receives the rotational power outputted from the engine 2 and
is driven thereby, and that generates the power needed for
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driving the motor-generator 4; and, in structure, is a three
phase AC synchronous rotating electrical machine of the per-
manent magnet field type that generates three phase AC
power using the magnet flux of permanent magnets. For this
generator 3, it would also be acceptable to arrange to employ
a coil magnet field type three phase AC synchronous rotating
electrical machine that generates three phase AC power using
magnetic flux produced by exciting coils, or a three phase AC
induction type rotating electrical machine or the like. The
generation of power by the generator 3 is controlled by the
rotational power outputted from the engine 2, and is con-
trolled by controlling the rotational speed of the generator 3.
Moreover, in the case of generating power with a coil magnet
field type three phase AC synchronous rotating electrical
machine, it is also controlled by controlling the field current
that flows in the field coil, simultaneously with controlling the
rotational speed of the generator.

It should be understood that, when starting the engine 2, it
would also be acceptable to utilize the generator 3 as an
electric motor for engine starting, i.e. in order to generate
rotational power for starting the engine 2.

A battery storage system (a battery device) 1000, that is a
power supply device, is electrically connected to the genera-
tor 3 via a first power conversion device 6. And the motor-
generator 4 is connected to the battery storage system 100 via
a second power conversion device 7.

The first and second power conversion devices 6 and 7 are
control devices that control transfer of power between the
generator 3, the battery storage system 1000, and the motor-
generator 4, and they include power conversion circuits that
include a plurality of semiconductor switching elements (for
example MOSFETs: metal oxide semiconductor field effect
transistors, or IGBTs: Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistors).
The power conversion circuit of the first power conversion
device 6 includes a three phase bridge circuit in which three
series circuits (one for each phase, i.e. each constituting an
arm for one phase) are electrically connected in parallel, with
two semiconductor switching elements (one for an upper arm
and one for alower arm) being electrically connected in series
in each of these series circuits. And, by controlling the
ON/OFF operation of these six semiconductor switching ele-
ments, this power conversion circuit converts power between
the generator 3 and the battery storage system 1000. Further-
more, the power conversion circuit of the second power con-
version device 7 also has a similar structure, and converts
power between the battery storage system 1000 and the
motor-generator 4 by controlling the ON/OFF operation of its
six semiconductor switching elements.

The sides of the upper arms opposite to the connection
sides of the lower arms are electrically connected to a DC
positive side terminal of the battery storage system 1000,
while the sides of the lower arms opposite to the connection
sides of the upper arms are electrically connected to a DC
negative side terminal of the battery storage system 1000. The
midpoints of the arms in the power conversion circuit of the
first power conversion device 6, in other words the connection
sides of arms and lower arms, are electrically connected to the
generator 3. And the midpoints of the arms of the power
conversion circuit of the second power conversion device 7, in
other words the connection sides of upper arms and lower
arms, are electrically connected to the motor-generator 4.

Smoothing capacitors are electrically connected in parallel
between the DC positive side terminals and the DC negative
side terminals of each of the power conversion circuits. These
smoothing capacitors are provided in order to suppress volt-
age fluctuations generated by the high speed ON/OFF switch-
ing operation of the semiconductor switching elements
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included in these power conversion circuits, and by parasitic
inductances in their conversion circuitry. Electrolytic capaci-
tors or film capacitors may be used for these smoothing
capacitors.

During generation of power by the generator 3, the first
power conversion device 6 that is electrically provided
between the generator 3 and the battery storage system 1000
functions as an AC-DC conversion circuit (a rectification
circuit) that converts the three phase AC power outputted
from the generator 3 to DC power; and, during operation of
the generator 3 as an electric motor for engine starting, it
functions as a DC-AC conversion circuit (an inverter) that
converts the DC power outputted from the battery storage
system 1000 into three phase power. On the DC side of this
first power conversion device 6, it is electrically connected to
the positive and negative terminals of a battery module of the
battery storage system 1000. And each of three armature coils
of the generator 3 for the three phases is electrically con-
nected to the intermediate point of one of the three series
circuits (i.e. between one pair of semiconductor switching
elements) included in the power conversion circuit of this first
power conversion device 6.

During operation of the motor-generator 4 as an electric
motor, the second power conversion device 7 that is electri-
cally provided between the battery storage system 1000 and
the motor-generator 4 functions as a DC-AC conversion cir-
cuit that converts the DC power outputted from the battery
storage system 1000 to three phase AC power; and, during
operation of the motor-generator 4 as a generator when per-
forming regenerative braking, this second power conversion
device 7 functions as an AC-DC conversion circuit that con-
verts the three phase power outputted from the motor-genera-
tor 4 into DC power. On the DC side of this second power
conversiondevice 7, it is electrically connected to the positive
and negative terminals of a battery module of the battery
storage system 1000. And each of three armature coils of the
motor-generator 4 for the three phases is electrically con-
nected to the intermediate point of one of the three series
circuits (i.e. between one pair of semiconductor switching
elements) included in the power conversion circuit of this
second power conversion device 7.

It should be understood that while, here, an example is
described in which the first and second power conversion
devices 6 and 7 are built as separate units, it would also be
acceptable to provide a structure in which they are built as a
single unit.

The motor-generator 4 is a source of rotational power for
driving the drive wheels 5, and includes an armature (a stator)
and a magnetic field system (a rotor) that is rotatably sup-
ported so as to oppose the armature; in more detail, this
motor-generator 4 is a permanent magnet field type three
phase AC synchronous rotating electrical machine that gen-
erates the rotational power needed for driving the drive
wheels 5, on the basis of the magnetic interaction between a
rotating magnetic field that is generated by the three phase AC
power supplied to its fixed armature coils and that rotates at
synchronous speed, and the magnetic flux of a permanent
magnet fitted to its rotor.

And, when the motor-generator 4 is being driven as an
electric motor, its armature receives the three phase AC power
controlled by the second power conversion device 7 and gen-
erates a rotating magnetic field; while, when this motor-gen-
erator 4 is being driven as a generator, due to interlinking
magnetic flux, three phase AC power is generated in its arma-
ture, that includes an iron armature core (a stator core) made
from a magnetic material and three phase armature coils
(stator coils) fitted onto the armature iron core. And the field
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coils are elements that generate magnetic flux when the
motor-generator 4 is being driven either as an electric motor
or as a generator, and includes an iron field core (an iron rotor
core) that is made from a magnetic material, and a permanent
magnet that is fitted to this iron field core.

For the motor-generator 4, it would also be acceptable to
employ a coil magnetic field type three phase AC synchro-
nous rotating electrical machine that generates rotational
power on the basis of magnetic interaction between a rotating
magnetic field created by three phase AC power supplied to an
armature coils and rotating at synchronous speed, and mag-
netic flux produced by excitation of coils, or a three phase AC
induction type rotating electrical machine or the like. In the
case of a coil magnetic field type three phase AC synchronous
rotating electrical machine, the structure of the armature is
fundamentally the same as that of a permanent magnet field
type three phase AC synchronous rotatory electrical machine.
On the other hand, the structure of the magnetic field system
is different, since coils for magnetic field system (rotor coils)
are wound upon an iron field core, that is a magnetic material.
It should be understood that, with such a coil magnetic field
type three phase AC synchronous rotating electrical machine,
sometimes a permanent magnet is also installed to the iron
field core upon which the coils of magnetic field system are
wound, so as to repress leakage of magnetic flux from the
coils. Magnetic flux is generated by the coils of magnetic field
receiving supply of magnetic field current from an external
power supply, thus being excited.

This motor-generator 4 is mechanically connected to the
wheel axles 10 of the drive wheels 5 via a transmission 8 and
a differential gear 9. The transmission 8 transmits the rota-
tional power outputted from the motor-generator 4 to the
differential gear 9, while changing the speed thereof. The
differential gear 9 transmits this rotational power outputted
from the transmission 8 to the left and right wheel axles 10.
The motor-generator 4 and the transmission 8 could also be
build as a single unit. The transmission 8 and the differential
gear 9 are mechanically connected together by a propeller
shaft.

The battery storage system 1000 is a battery system that
consists of several hundreds of lithium-ion batteries, so as to
have a high rated voltage, for example 600V or greater. And
the battery storage system 1000 is an onboard power supply
for powering the vehicle by discharging the power required
when the motor-generator 4 is being driven, while being
charged up with power to be used for powering the motor-
generator 4 by the power generated by the motor-generator 4
during power regeneration and by the power generated by the
generator 3.

It should be understood that the detailed structure of the
battery storage system 1000 will be described hereinafter.

Apart from the motor-generator 4 and the generator 3,
electrically operated actuators that supply power to onboard
auxiliary machinery (for example, a power steering device
and air brakes and so on) and a low voltage battery or the like
that is an auxiliary power supply for supplying driving power
to electrical equipment in the vehicle (for example, lights,
audio, or onboard electronic control devices), whose rated
voltages are lower than that of the battery storage system
1000, are electrically connected to the battery storage system
1000 via a DC/DC converter. This DC/DC converter is a
voltage raising and lowering device that drops the output
voltage of the battery storage system 1000 and supplies it to
the electrically operated actuators and the low voltage battery
or the like, and also raises the output voltage of the low
voltage battery and supplies it to the battery storage system or
the like; this DC/DC converter sometimes may also be fitted
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in the same chassis as the battery storage system 1000. A
lead-acid battery of rated voltage 24 V may be used as this low
voltage battery. However, for the low voltage battery, it would
also be acceptable to use a lithium-ion battery or a nickel-
hydrogen battery having the same rated voltage.

The motor-generator 4, the first and second power conver-
sion devices 6 and 7, the generator 3, the engine 2, and the
speed change mechanism 8 are disposed in the neighborhood
of' the differential gear 9, under the floor of the vehicle. And,
in the case of a hybrid bus or a hybrid train of the non-step
type or the low floor type, the battery storage system 1000
may be provided on a storage unit that is provided on the roof
of'the vehicle. In this case, the storage unit is shaped so as to
project above the roof. On the other hand, in the case of a
hybrid bus of the step type or the high floor type, the battery
storage system 1000 may be provided below the floor of the
vehicle, and in the neighborhood of the first and second power
conversion devices 6 and 7. By providing the battery storage
system 1000 in the neighborhood of the first and second
power conversion devices 6 and 7, it is possible to shorten the
length of the electrical wiring between the first and second
power conversion devices 6 and 7 and the battery storage
system 1000, and thus it is possible to reduce the inductance
of this wiring.

When during powered running of the hybrid vehicle 1
(starting off from rest, acceleration, normal traveling, and so
on) the operation of the second power conversion device 7 is
controlled by a positive torque command being supplied to a
motor control device 11 (see FIG. 2), the DC power stored in
the battery storage system 1000 is converted into three phase
AC power by the second power conversion device 7, and is
supplied to the motor-generator 4. Due to this, the motor-
generator 4 is driven and rotational power is generated. This
generated rotational power is transmitted to the wheel axles
10 viathe speed change mechanism 8 and the differential gear
9, and drives the drive wheels 5. When, due to this driving, the
state of charge of the battery storage system 1000 has
decreased, the generator 3 is driven by the operation of the
engine 2, and three phase AC power is generated. This gen-
erated three phase power is converted into DC power by the
first power conversion device 6, and is stored in the battery
storage system 1000, that is thus charged up.

When during regeneration by the hybrid vehicle 1 (decel-
eration, braking, and so on) the operation of the second power
conversion device 7 is controlled by a negative torque com-
mand being supplied to the motor control device 11, the three
phase AC power generated from the motor-generator 2 that is
being driven by the rotational power of the drive wheels 5 is
converted into DC power, and is supplied to the battery stor-
age system 100. Due to this, this converted DC power is
stored in the battery storage system 1000, that is thus charged
up.

The motor control device 11, along with calculating a
current command value from a torque command value out-
putted from a higher level control device, also calculates a
voltage command value on the basis of the difference between
the current command value and the actual current flowing
between the motor-generator 4 and the second power conver-
sion device 7, and generates PWM (Pulse Width Modulation)
signals on the basis of this calculated voltage command value
and outputs this signal to the first and second power conver-
sion devices 6 and 7.
<Overall Structure of the Battery Storage System 1000>

Next, the overall structure of the battery storage system
1000 will be explained using FIG. 2.

As previously described, this battery storage system 1000
is an onboard power supply for the motor-generator 4, and is
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electrically connected to the motor-generator 4 (to its arma-
ture 12) via the second power conversion device 7, so that its
charging and discharging are controlled by the second power
conversion device 7. The battery storage system 1000 may be
broadly divided up as including an master battery control
device 100 for the battery as a whole (i.e. a higher level battery
control device), a battery module portion that is made from
four battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500 connected in
series-parallel, and first and second positive side main con-
tactors 800 and 801 and first and second negative side main
contactors 810 and 811 for controlling electrical connection
between the battery module portion and positive and negative
terminals 600 and 610. The reference symbol 13 denotes a
magnetic field system that includes a plurality of permanent
magnets.

The second power conversion device 7 is an electronic
device that, by the operation (turning ON and OFF) of semi-
conductor switching elements, controls the previously
described power conversion (conversion of DC power into
three phase AC power, or the converse conversion of three
phase AC power into DC power), and includes a power mod-
ule 14 and a driver device 15.

The power module 14 is a component that constitutes the
power conversion circuit previously described, and its posi-
tive and negative DC electrode sides respectively are electri-
cally connected via the first and second positive side main
contactors 800 and 801 and the first and second negative side
main contactors 810 and 811 to the positive and negative
terminals 600 and 601 that are provided upon the chassis of
the battery storage system 1000. Furthermore, this power
module 14 performs ON/OFF switching operation according
to six drive signals outputted from the driver device 15, one
for each of its six arms (each arm including one semiconduc-
tor switching element), and thereby converts the DC power
outputted from the battery module portion into three phase
AC power that it outputs to the motor-generator 4, or con-
versely converts the three phase AC power outputted from the
motor-generator 4 into DC power that it outputs to the battery
storage system 1000.

The driver device 15 generates six drive signals for oper-
ating the power module 14 on the basis of command signals
(PWM signals) outputted from the motor control device 11,
and outputs these six drive signals that it generates to the
respective gate electrodes of the six semiconductor switching
elements. The six semiconductor switching elements are thus
turned ON and OFF on the basis of these drive signals out-
putted from the driver device 15.

The battery module portion is a battery unit that consists of
the four battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500 clectri-
cally connected in series and in parallel, and includes a first
battery module block and a second battery module block. The
first battery module block consists of the two battery module
sets 200 and 300 electrically connected in series. In a similar
manner, the second battery module block consists of the two
battery module sets 400 and 500 electrically connected in
series. And the first battery module block and the second
battery module block are electrically connected in parallel.

The first and second positive side main contactors 800 and
801 respectively are provided between the positive sides of
the first and second battery module blocks and the positive
terminal 600. And the first and second negative side main
contactors 810 and 811 respectively are provided between the
negative sides of the first and second battery module blocks
and the negative terminal 610. The opening and closing of
these contactors is controlled by the master battery control
device 100, on the basis of opening and closing command
signals outputted from a higher ranking control device.
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The battery module set 200 is provided with a assembled
battery module 210, and with a battery module set control
device for managing and controlling the states of this
assembled battery module 210.

It should be understood that the battery module sets 300,
400, and 500 have the same structure as the battery module set
200. In the following explanation of the structures of the
battery module sets, therefore, only the structure of the bat-
tery module set 200 will be explained, as a representative.
Thus, in the three or four digit reference numbers for elements
of the battery module sets 300, 400, and 500 that have the
same structure as the battery module set 200, the last two or
three digits are the same for each battery module set. But the
leading digit in each reference number is the identifying digit
for that battery module set.

The assembled battery module 210 includes two
assembled battery blocks (or assembled battery packs), in
other words a high potential side assembled battery block 211
and a low potential side assembled battery block 212, that are
electrically connected in series. Each of these assembled bat-
tery blocks holds assembled batteries. Each of these battery
groups consists of a plurality of lithium battery cells (lithium
cells) that are electrically connected in series.

The battery module set control device consists of a local
battery control device (a lower level battery control device)
220 that is on a lower level than the master battery control
device 100, and a cell control device 230 that is on an even
lower level than that local battery control device 220.

The local battery control device 220 is a device for per-
forming management and control of the state of the
assembled battery module 210, and also for notifying the state
of the assembled battery module 210 and so on to the master
battery control device 100. In this management and control of
the state of the assembled battery module 210, the total volt-
age, total current, temperature and so on of the assembled
battery module 210 are measured, the state of charge (SOC)
and the state of health (SOH) and so on of the assembled
battery module 210 are calculated, commands are outputted
to the cell control device 230, and so on.

The charge or discharge current of the assembled battery
module 210 is detected by the local battery control device 220
on the basis of the output signal from a current sensor 250 that
is electrically connected in series between the high potential
side assembled battery block 211 and the low potential side
assembled battery block 212. And the total voltage of the
assembled battery module 210 is detected by the local battery
control device 220 on the basis of the output signal of a
voltage sensor 260 that is electrically connected in parallel
between the positive and negative electrodes of the assembled
battery module 210. Moreover, the temperature of the
assembled battery module 210 is detected by the local battery
control device 220 on the basis of the output signals of a
plurality of temperature sensors 270 that are provided to both
the high potential side assembled battery block 211 and the
low potential side assembled battery block 212. The total
voltages, the charge or discharge currents, and the tempera-
tures detected by the lower level battery controllers are trans-
mitted as information to the master battery control device
100.

The cell control device 230 is a device for managing and
controlling the states of a plurality of lithium battery cells
according to commands from the local battery control device
220, and consists of a plurality of integrated circuits (ICs).
This management and control of the states of a plurality of
lithium cells includes measurement of the voltage of each
lithium battery cell, regulation of the state of charge of each
lithium battery cell, and so on. The integrated circuits are set
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up so as to correspond to the plurality of lithium cells, and
perform management and control of states corresponding to
those lithium battery cells to which they correspond.

The battery for auxiliary machinery, that is mounted as a
power supply for onboard auxiliary machinery such as for
example lights and an audio device and so on, is used as the
power supply of this local battery control device 220 (in the
case of a large sized vehicle, two nominal 12 V batteries are
connected in series to constitute a 24 V battery). Due to this,
the voltage from this battery for auxiliary machinery (for
example 24V) is supplied to the local battery control device
220. And this local battery control device 220 lowers the
supplied voltage (for example to 5 V) with a power supply
circuit that consists of a DC/DC converter (a DC-DC power
converter), and supplies this lowered voltage as a drive volt-
age to electronic components that make up the local battery
control device 220. The electronic components that make up
the local battery control device 220 operate due to this.

As apower supply for the integrated circuitry that makes up
the cell control device 230, the plurality of corresponding
lithium battery cells are used. Due to this, the cell control
device and the assembled battery module 210 are electrically
connected together via connection lines (also termed “voltage
detection lines”, not shown in the figure). The voltage of the
highest potential one of the plurality of corresponding lithium
battery cells is supplied via connection lines to the integrated
circuits. And the integrated circuits lower this supplied volt-
age (for example to 5 V) with a power supply circuit, and use
this as their operating power supply.

The master battery control device 100 is an electronic
circuit device that, along with monitoring the state of charge
and the operational state and so on of each of the four battery
module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500 that make up the battery
module portion by implementing communication in parallel
with each of these four battery module sets 200,300, 400, and
500, also performs regulation of the state of charge and
anomaly detection and so on for each of the four battery
module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500; and it consists of a
plurality of electronic circuit components including a micro-
computer, implemented upon a circuit substrate. Moreover,
this master battery control device 100 controls the opening
and closing of the first and second positive side main contac-
tors 800 and 801 and the first and second negative side main
contactors 810 and 811, on the basis of control signals from a
higher ranking control device. Furthermore the master battery
control device 100, along with implementing communication
with the higher ranking control device and outputting to the
higher ranking control device information specifying the per-
mitted charge or discharge power or the permitted charge or
discharge current that can be supplied from the battery mod-
ule portion or that may be received by the battery module
portion, and/or an anomaly detection result, information
about the state of charge of the battery module portion, and so
on, also inputs a start signal and command signals and so on
for opening and closing the first and second positive side main
contactors 800, 801 and the first and second negative side
main contactors 810 and 811, on the basis of operation of an
ignition key switch. By a higher ranking control device is
meant the motor control device 11, or a yet higher ranking
vehicle control device or the like.

Furthermore, the master battery control device 100
includes a leakage detector 110. This leakage detector 110 is
provided between the first and second positive side main
contactors 800, 801 and the first and second negative side
main contactors 810 and 811, and the power module 14, and
is an electric circuit for detecting the presence or absence of
leakage between the battery module portion and the vehicle
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body earth, and includes resistance voltage divider circuits
that are electrically connected via a semiconductor switch
between respectively the DC positive and negative electrodes
and the vehicle body earth. The master battery control device
100, along with controlling the semiconductor switch and
electrically connecting the resistance voltage divider circuits
between respectively the DC positive and negative electrodes
and the vehicle body earth, also reads in voltage information
obtained by the resistance voltage divider circuits due to this
connection, and decides upon the presence or absence of
leakage between the battery module portion and the vehicle
body earth. If aleak is present, then the master battery control
device 100 notifies this fact to the higher ranking control
device, and also issues a warning to the drive by illuminating
a warning lamp near the driving seat, or via audio. By doing
this, it is possible to allow the vehicle to be driven in a safe
manner in a state in which the necessary safety measures are
being implemented, and also it is possible to invite the driver
to perform the appropriate inspection and/or repairs promptly
at a service center.

Furthermore, the master battery control device 100 detects
the overall voltage and current of the battery module portion,
on the basis of the output signal of a current sensor 120 that is
electrically connected in series to the positive side of the
battery module portion, and on the basis of the output signal
of a voltage sensor 130 that is electrically connected in par-
allel between the positive and negative electrodes of the bat-
tery module portion.

As previously described, a signal outputted from an igni-
tion key switch is inputted to the master battery control device
100. This signal outputted from the ignition key switch cues
starting and stopping of the battery storage system 1000.

When the ignition key switch is turned to ON, in the master
battery control device 100, the power supply circuit operates
on the basis of the output signal from the ignition key switch,
and drive voltage is supplied from the power supply circuit to
the plurality of electronic circuit components. Due to this, the
plurality of electronic circuit components operate, and the
master battery control device 100 starts. When the master
battery control device 100 starts, start signals are outputted in
parallel from the master battery control device 100 to each of
the local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520. And,
in each of the local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and
520, a power supply circuit operates on the basis of this start
signal, so that drive voltage is supplied from this power sup-
ply circuit to a plurality of electronic circuit components. Due
to this these pluralities of electronic circuit components oper-
ate, so that each of the local battery control devices 220, 320,
420, and 520 starts.

When each of the local battery control devices 220, 320,
420, and 520 starts, a start signal is outputted from this local
battery control device 220, 320, 420, and 520 to the corre-
sponding cell control device 230, 330, 430, and 530. In these
cell control devices 230, 330, 430, and 530, power supply
circuits of a plurality of integrated circuits operate sequen-
tially on the basis of these start commands. Due to this, the
pluralities of integrated circuits start, and the cell control
devices 230, 330, 430, and 530 start. After the cell control
devices 230, 330, 430, and 530 have started, predetermined
initial processing is executed by each of the battery module
sets 200, 300, 400, and 500, and thereby the starting of the
battery storage system 100 is completed. And completion
report is outputted from the master battery control device 100
to the higher ranking control device.

As this predetermined initial processing, for example,
there may be performed measurement of the voltages of the
lithium battery cells, anomaly diagnostics, measurement of
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the overall voltages or currents of the assembled battery mod-
ules 210, 310, 410, and 510, measurement of their tempera-
tures, calculation of the states of charge and/or the states of
health of the assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410, and
510, and so on.

When the ignition key switch is turned to OFF, stop signals
are outputted in parallel from the master battery control
device 100 to each of the local battery control devices 220,
320,420, and 520. And, when each ofthe local battery control
devices 220, 320, 420, and 520 receives its stop signal, it
outputs a stop signal to the corresponding cell control device
230, 330, 430, and 530. Due to this, predetermined ending
processing is executed by each of the battery module sets 200,
300, 400, and 500. When this predetermined ending process-
ing terminates, first, the power supply circuit for the inte-
grated circuits of each of the cell control devices 230, 330,
430, and 530 goes to OFF. Due to this, the cell control devices
230, 330, 430, and 530 stop their operation. When these cell
control devices 230, 330, 430, and 530 stop their operation
and communication between the cell control devices 230,
330, 430, and 530 ceases to be possible, then the operation of
the power supply circuits of the local battery control devices
220, 320, 420, and 520 stops, and the operations of their
pluralities of electronic circuit components stop. Due to this,
the operation of each of the local battery control devices 220,
320, 420, and 520 stops. When these local battery control
devices 220, 320, 420, and 520 stop their operation, and
communication between the local battery control devices
220, 320, 420, and 520 ceases to be possible, then the opera-
tion of the power supply circuit of the master battery control
device 100 stops, and the operations of its plurality of elec-
tronic circuit components stop. Due to this, the master battery
control device 100 stops, and the battery storage system 1000
stops.

As this predetermined ending processing, for example,
measurement of the voltage of each of the lithium battery
cells, regulation of the state of charge of each of the lithium
battery cells, and so on may be cited.

Information transmission between the master battery con-
trol device 100 and the higher ranking control device such as
the motor control device 11 or the like, and information
transmission between the master battery control device and
the various local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and
520, utilize communication via an onboard local area net-
work. LIN (Local Interconnect Network) communication is
used for information transmission between the local battery
control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520 and the corresponding
cell control devices 230, 330, 430, and 530.

Electrical continuity or discontinuity of the first and second
positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and of the first and
second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 is con-
trolled by the master battery control device 100, upon receipt
of'a command signal outputted from the motor control device
11. When the onboard electrical system starts, by receiving a
notification of completion of starting of the battery storage
system 100 from the master battery control device 100, the
motor control device 11 outputs a command signal for conti-
nuity of'the first and second positive side main contactors 800
and 801 and of the first and second negative side main con-
tactors 810 and 811 to the master battery control device 100.
And, on the basis of this command signal, the master battery
control device 100 outputs drive signals to the operating
power supplies of the first and second positive side main
contactors 800 and 801 and of the first and second negative
side main contactors 810 and 811, and thus performs control
so that the first and second positive side main contactors 800
and 801 and the first and second negative side main contactors
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810 and 811 become continuous. Moreover, upon receipt of
an OFF output signal from the ignition key switch when the
onboard electrical system is to be stopped, or upon receipt of
an anomaly signal when an anomaly has taken place in the
onboard electrical system, the motor control device 11 out-
puts a command signal for discontinuity of the first and sec-
ond positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and of the first
and second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 to the
master battery control device 100. And, on the basis of this
command signal, the master battery control device 100 out-
puts drive signals to the operating power supplies of the first
and second positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and of
the first and second negative side main contactors 810 and
811, and thus performs control so that the first and second
positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and
second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 become
discontinuous.

When the onboard electrical system is to be started, first,
the first and second negative side main contactors 810 and 811
are turned ON. Next, the positive side main contactors 800
and 801 are turned on. Due to this, main current is supplied to
the power module 14 from the battery module portion, via the
positive side main contactors 800 and 801.

In the following, the information handled by the master
battery control device 100, the local battery control device
220, 320, 420, and 520, and the cell control devices 230, 330,
430, and 530 is summarized.

The cell control devices 230, 330, 430, and 530 detect the
voltages of the various lithium battery cells, and transmit
information specifying these voltages that have been detected
to the corresponding local battery control devices 220, 320,
420, and 520. Furthermore, when an anomaly has occurred in
the internal circuitry of one of the lithium battery cells, or in
their own circuitry, the cell control devices 230, 330, 430, and
530 transmit an anomaly flag and information specifying the
details of the anomaly to the corresponding one of the local
battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520.

The local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520
take as input information the information specifying the volt-
ages of the lithium battery cells transmitted from the corre-
sponding cell control devices 230, 330, 430 and 530, the
detected voltage values transmitted from the voltage sensors
260, 360, 460, and 560, the detected current values transmit-
ted from the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550, and the
detected temperature values transmitted from the plurality of
temperature sensors 270, 370, 470, and 570 (that may, for
example, be thermistors) provided internally to the assembled
battery modules 210, 310, 410, and 510, and, on the basis of
that input information and initial information relating to the
lithium battery cells that has been stored in advance, calculate
or determine the states of charge (SOC), the states of health
(SOH), the permitted charge and discharge currents, the total
voltages, the charge or discharge currents, the maximum and
minimum values of temperature, and the maximum and mini-
mum values of cell voltage of the corresponding assembled
battery modules 210, 310, 410, and 510, and transfer infor-
mation specifying those values to the master battery control
device 100.

The master battery control device 100 takes as input infor-
mation these states of charge (SOC), states of health (SOH),
permitted charge and discharge currents, total voltages,
charge or discharge currents, maximum and minimum values
of temperature, and maximum and minimum values of cell
voltage of the corresponding assembled battery modules 210,
310, 410, and 510, transmitted as information from the local
battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520, and, on the
basis of this input information, calculates the state of charge
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(SOC) of the battery module portion, its charge and discharge
current rates or its allowable charge and discharge power or its
allowable charge or discharge current, its temperatures, its
lithium battery cell voltages, and its states of health (SOH),
and transmits information specifying these values to the
higher ranking control device.

Here, the state of charge (SOC) of the battery module
portion is the average value of the states of charge (SOC) of
the assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410, and 510, trans-
mitted as information from the local battery control devices
220, 320, 420, and 520. The charge and discharge current
rates or the allowable charge and discharge power or the
allowable charge or discharge current is calculated on the
basis of information specifying the allowable charge and
discharge current, the maximum and minimum values of cell
voltage, the calculated state of charge (SOC) of the battery
module portion, and so on, transmitted as information from
the local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520. The
temperatures of the battery module portion are the maximum
value and the minimum value of the temperatures of the
assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410, and 510, transmit-
ted as information from the local battery control devices 220,
320, 420, and 520. The cell voltages of the battery module
portion are the maximum value and the minimum value
among the cell voltages of the assembled battery modules
210, 310, 410, and 510, transmitted as information from the
local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520. And the
states of health (SOC) of the battery module portion are the
maximum value and the minimum value among the states of
health (SOC) of the assembled battery modules 210, 310,
410, and 510, transmitted as information from the local bat-
tery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520.

Furthermore, if an anomaly has taken place with any one of
the sensors of the battery module sets 300 through 500, the
master battery control device 100 does not immediately stop
the operation of the battery storage system 1000, but rather
substitutes, as information from the sensors of this anomalous
battery module set, information from the sensors of some
other healthy battery module set that has an electrical corre-
lation relationship with this anomalous battery module set,
and continues the control described above, so that the func-
tion of the battery storage system 1000 as a power supply is
not immediately lost. The details of this control method will
be explained hereinafter, subsequent to description of the
hardware structure of the battery storage system 1000.
<Structure of the Battery Module Set Control Device>

Next, the battery module set control device will be
explained with reference to FIG. 3.

In this battery module set control device, the local battery
control device 220 includes a plurality of electronic circuit
components that include a microcomputer 221. These elec-
tronic circuit components are mounted upon a circuit sub-
strate, and are housed in a chassis that is separate from that of
the corresponding assembled battery module 210. The chas-
sis in which this local battery control device 220 is housed is
disposed in the neighborhood of the corresponding
assembled battery module 210, as an electronic circuit for
controlling that module 210.

The cell control device 230 includes a plurality of elec-
tronic components, and these include 24 integrated circuits
(ICs) 23 A through 231X, electrically connected to the lithium
battery cells 213. These electronic circuit components are
mounted upon circuit substrates 232 and 233, that are divided
so as to correspond to the high potential side assembled
battery block 211 and the low potential side assembled bat-
tery block 212. These circuit substrates 232 and 233 are
housed in chassis of the corresponding high potential side
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assembled battery block 211 and the low potential side
assembled battery block 212, and are disposed at end portions
of these chassis at the one ends thereof in the longitudinal
direction.

Furthermore, the cell control device 230 includes a plural-
ity of circuit elements such as a plurality of resistors 234 and
a plurality of photo-couplers 240 and so on. The resistors 234
are current dissipation elements that are used when regulating
the amounts of charge in the lithium battery cells 213, and that
dissipates currents flowing out of the lithium battery cells 213
by converting them into heat, and four of these resistors (R1
through R4) are provided for each of the integrated circuits
231A through 231X. And the photo-couplers 240 are inter-
face circuit elements that are provided upon the signal trans-
mission path between the microcomputer 221 and the inte-
grated circuit 231A, that is the first one of the integrated
circuits 231A through 231X, and upon the signal transmis-
sion path between the microcomputer 221 and the integrated
circuit 231X, that is the last one of the integrated circuits
231A through 231X, thus being insulation elements that opti-
cally transmit and receive signals at different electrical poten-
tial levels between these integrated circuits 231A and 231X,
and the microcomputer 221.

The plurality of lithium battery cells 213 are divided into a
plurality of groups that correspond to the integrated circuits
231A through 231X. In this embodiment, the 96 lithium
battery cells 213 that correspond to the 48 lithium battery
cells 213 constituting the battery group for the high potential
side assembled battery block 211 and the 48 lithium battery
cells 213 constituting the battery group for the low potential
side assembled battery block 212 are allotted between 24
groups. In concrete terms, the 96 lithium battery cells 213 that
are electrically connected in series are divided up four at a
time, according to the order in which they are connected, in
order from those at higher level of electrical potential, so as to
constitute 24 groups. In other words, the 96 lithium cells 213
are divided up into groups so that: the group of lithium battery
cells that are electrically connected in series from the 1st
lithium battery cell 213 in order of electrical potential through
the 4th lithium battery cell 213 in order of electrical potential
constitute a first group; the group of lithium battery cells that
are electrically connected in series from the 5th lithium bat-
tery cell 213 in order of electrical potential through the 8th
lithium battery cell 213 in order of electrical potential con-
stitute a second group; . . . the group of lithium battery cells
that are electrically connected in series from the 89th lithium
battery cell 213 in order of electrical potential through the
92nd lithium battery cell 213 in order of electrical potential
constitute a twenty-third group; and the group of lithium
battery cells that are electrically connected in series from the
93rd lithium battery cell 213 in order of electrical potential
through the 96th lithium battery cell 213 in order of electrical
potential constitute a twenty-fourth group.

It should be understood that while, in this embodiment, as
an example, a case is cited and explained in which the plural-
ity of lithium battery cells 213 are divided up into twelve
groups for each of the two battery blocks, as an alternative
method of dividing into groups, it would also be acceptable to
divide up the 96 lithium battery cells 213 six at a time, into
sixteen groups.

The positive sides and the negative sides of each of the four
lithium battery cells 213 (BC1 through BC4) that constitute
the first group are electrically connected via connection lines
235 and substrate wiring 236 to the integrated circuit 231A.
Due to this, analog signals are read in to the integrated circuit
231A via the connection lines 235 and the substrate wiring
236, based upon the respective terminal voltages of these four
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lithium battery cells 213 that constitute the first group. The
integrated circuit 213A includes an analog-digital converter,
and these analog signal that are read in are sequentially con-
verted to digital signals, so that the terminal voltages of the
four lithium battery cells 213 that constitute the first group are
detected. And, in a similar manner to the case of the integrated
circuit 231A, the other integrated circuits 231B through 231X
are electrically connected via the connection lines 235 and the
substrate wiring 236, to the positive sides and the negative
sides of each of the four ones of the lithium battery cells 213
that constitute the corresponding groups, so that each of the
circuits reads in and detects the terminal voltages of those
four lithium battery cells 213 that constitute the correspond-
ing group.

Via the connection lines 235 and the substrate wining 236,
bypass series circuits, in which resistors 234 (R1 through R4)
and semiconductor switching elements provided internally to
the integrated circuit 231A are connected in series, are elec-
trically connected in parallel between the positive sides and
the negative sides (i.e. between the terminals) of each of the
four lithium cells 213 that constitute the first group. For the
other groups as well, in a similar manner to the case with the
first group, bypass series circuits are electrically connected in
parallel between the positive sides and the negative sides of
the four lithium cells 213 that constitute those groups.

On the basis of a state of charge regulation command
outputted from the local battery control device 220, the inte-
grated circuit 231A makes its semiconductor switching ele-
ments separately continuous for predetermined time periods,
so that the bypass series circuits are separately electrically
connected in parallel between the positive sides and the nega-
tive sides of the four lithium battery cells 231 that constitute
the first group. Due to this, the lithium battery cells 213 to
which the bypass series circuits are electrically connected in
parallel are electrically discharged, so that their states of
charge (SOC) are regulated. And, in a similar manner to the
case with the first integrated circuit 231 A, the other integrated
circuits 231B through 231X as well control the semiconduc-
tor switching elements of their bypass series circuits that are
connected in parallel with the sets of four ones of the lithium
battery cells 213 that constitute the corresponding groups
separately to be continuous for predetermined time periods,
so that the states of charge SOC of those sets of lithium battery
cells 213 that constitute those corresponding groups are indi-
vidually regulated.

As described above, by individually controlling the conti-
nuity of the semiconductor switching elements of the bypass
series circuits that are electrically connected in parallel with
the sets of four lithium battery cells constituting the corre-
sponding groups with the integrated circuits 231A through
231X, and by thus regulating the states of charge SOC of'the
four lithium battery cells 213 that constitute each group indi-
vidually, it is possible to make the states of charge SOC of'the
lithium battery cells 213 in the entire group uniform, so that it
is possible to prevent excess charging of the lithium battery
cells 213 and the like.

The integrated circuits 231A through 231X detect any
anomalous states of the sets of four lithium battery cells 213
that constitute the corresponding groups. An anomalous state
can be excess charge or excess discharge. Excess charge and
excess discharge are detected by the integrated circuits 231A
through 231X comparing together the detected value of the
terminal voltages of the four lithium battery cells 213 that
make up the corresponding group, and both of an excess
charge threshold value and an excess discharge threshold
value. Excess charge is determined upon when the detected
value of the terminal voltage exceeds the excess charge
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threshold value, while excess discharge is determined upon
when the detected value of the terminal voltage is lower than
the excess discharge threshold value. Furthermore, the inte-
grated circuits 231A through 231X perform self-diagnosis for
anomalies of their own internal circuitry, for example
anomaly of a semiconductor switching element that is used
for regulating the state of charge, temperature anomaly, and
the like.

In this way, by means of the same internal circuitry, it is
arranged for all the integrated circuits 231A through 231X to
have the same functions of detecting the terminal voltages of
the four lithium battery cells 213 (BC1 through BC4) that
make up the corresponding group, regulating their states of
charge, detection of anomalous states, and performing
anomaly diagnostics for their own internal circuitry.

On one side of each of the integrated circuits 231A through
231X, there are provided a plurality of terminals that are
electrically connected to the side of the assembled battery
module 210. This plurality of terminals includes a power
supply terminal (Vcce), voltage terminals (V1 through V4 and
GND), and bypass terminals (B1 through B4). Substrate wir-
ing 236, that is electrically connected to the connection lines
235, is electrically connected to the voltage terminals (V1
through V4 and GND). The semiconductor switching element
ends of resistors 234 are electrically connected to the bypass
terminals (B1 through B4) via the substrate wiring 236. And
the opposite ends of the resistors 234 to their semiconductor
switching element ends are electrically connected via the
substrate wiring 236 to the voltage terminals (V1 through
V4). And the power supply terminal (Vcc) is electrically
connected via the substrate wiring 236 to the voltage terminal
V1 (i.e. to the voltage terminal that is electrically connected to
the positive side of the lithium battery cell BC1 at the highest
potential end).

The voltage terminals (V1 through V4 and GND) and the
bypass terminals (B1 through B4) are arranged alternatingly
according to the order of electrical potential of the lithium
battery cells 213 to which they are electrically connected.
Due to this, it is possible to build this circuit in which the
integrated circuits 231A through 231X are electrically con-
nected to the connection lines 235, in a simple manner.

The voltage terminal GND is electrically connected to the
negative side of the lithium battery cell BC4 at the lowest
voltage end, i.e. to the negative side of the one of the four
lithium battery cells 213 making up the corresponding group
that is at the lowest electrical potential. Dueto this, each of the
integrated circuits 231A through 231X is able to operate by
taking the minimum electrical potential of its corresponding
group as areference electrical potential. Since, in this manner,
the reference electrical potentials of the integrated circuits
231A through 231X are different, therefore it is possible to
reduce the voltage differences that are applied to each of the
integrated circuits 231A through 231X from the assembled
battery module 210, and accordingly it is possible to make the
withstand voltages of the integrated circuits 231A through
231X smaller, so that it is possible to enhance the security and
the reliability yet further.

The power supply terminal Vec is electrically connected to
the positive side of the lithium battery cell BC1, that is the one
of the four lithium battery cells 213 making up the corre-
sponding group that is at the highest electrical potential. Due
to this, each of the integrated circuits 231A through 231X
generates a voltage (for example 5V) for operating its internal
circuitry, from the highest level voltage of its corresponding
group. Since, in this manner, the operating voltages of the
internal circuitry of the integrated circuits 231A through
231X are generated from the highest voltages of the corre-
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sponding groups, accordingly it is possible to equalize the
power consumed from the four lithium battery cells 213 that
make up the corresponding groups, so that it is possible to
prevent imbalance of the states of charge SOC of the four
lithium battery cells 213 that make up the corresponding
groups.

A plurality of communication type terminals are provided
at the opposite end of each of the integrated circuits 231A
through 231X (i.e. at their opposite ends to those at which the
voltage type terminals are provided). This plurality of termi-
nals includes communication command signal transmit and
receive terminals (TX and RX) for transmitting and receiving
communication command signals, and anomaly signal trans-
mit and receive terminals (FFO and FFI) for transmitting and
receiving anomaly signals and anomaly test signals.

The communication command signal transmit and receive
terminals (TX and RX) of the integrated circuits 231A
through 231X are electrically connected in series in a non-
insulated state in order of electrical potential of the corre-
sponding groups. In other words, the communication com-
mand signal transmit terminals of these integrated circuits
231A through 231X are electrically connected to the commu-
nication command signal receive terminals in the following
manner: the communication command signal transmit termi-
nal (TX) of the integrated circuit 231A (i.e. of that integrated
circuit at the highest electrical potential) is electrically con-
nected in series in a non-insulated state to the communication
command signal receive terminal (RX) of the integrated cir-
cuit 231B (i.e. of the integrated circuit at the next lower
electrical potential); the communication command signal
transmit terminal (TX) of this integrated circuit 231B is elec-
trically connected in series in a non-insulated state to the
communication command signal receive terminal (RX) of the
integrated circuit 231C; . . . the communication command
signal transmit terminal (TX) of this integrated circuit 231W
is electrically connected in series in a non-insulated state to
the communication command signal receive terminal (RX) of
the integrated circuit 231X. The type of connection method
employed in this embodiment is termed the “daisy-chain”
connection method.

The anomaly signal transmit and receive terminals (FFO,
FFI) of the integrated circuits 231A through 231X have a
similar connection relationship, and are electrically con-
nected in series in a non-insulated state according to the order
of the electrical potential of the corresponding groups. In
other words, the anomaly signal transmit terminal (FFO) of
an integrated circuit at a certain electrical potential level is
electrically connected in series in a non-insulated state to the
anomaly signal receive terminal (FFI) of the integrated circuit
that is at the next lower potential level down from that inte-
grated circuit at that certain electrical potential level.

The light reception side of a photo-coupler 240a (PH1) is
electrically connected to the communication command signal
receive terminal (RX) of the integrated circuit 231A corre-
sponding to the group of a plurality of lithium battery cells
213 that is at the highest electrical potential. And the commu-
nication command signal transmit terminal (TX) of the
microcomputer 221 is electrically connected to the light
emission side of this photocoupler 240a. Moreover, the light
emission side of a photo-coupler 240¢ (PH3) is electrically
connected to the communication command signal transmit
terminal (TX) of the integrated circuit 231X corresponding to
the group of a plurality of lithium battery cells 213 that is at
the lowest electrical potential. And the communication com-
mand signal receive terminal (RX) of the microcomputer 221
is electrically connected to the light reception side of this
photo-coupler 240c. Due to these connections, along with
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electrical insulation being provided between the cell control
device 230 and the local battery control device 220, a com-
munication command signal loop transmission path 237 is
formed from the microcomputer 221 to the photo-coupler
240a, then to the integrated circuit 2314, . . . then to the
integrated circuit 231X, then to the photo-coupler 240¢ back
to the microcomputer 221, in that order. This loop transmis-
sion path 237 is a serial transmission path.

The communication command signals outputted from the
microcomputer 221 are transmitted to this communication
command signal loop transmission path 237. A communica-
tion command signal is a signal consisting of a plurality of
bytes, in which are provided a plurality of regions such as data
regions specifying the details of this communication (i.e. of
this control) and so on, and these communication command
signals are transmitted in a loop manner according to the
above described order of transmission.

These communication command signals that are outputted
from the microcomputer 221 to the integrated circuits 231A
through 231X via the communication command signal loop
transmission path 237 include: request signals for requesting
the detected terminal voltages of the lithium battery cells 213;
command signals for regulating the state of charge of the
lithium battery cells 213; start signals for bringing the inte-
grated circuits 231A through 231X from the sleep state to the
wake-up state, in other words for starting the operation of
these circuits; stop signals for putting the integrated circuits
231A through 231X into the sleep state from the wake-up
state, in other words for stopping the operation of these cir-
cuits; address setting signals for setting addresses for com-
munication by the integrated circuits 231A through 231X
anomaly checking signals for checking anomalous states of
the integrated circuits 231A through 231X; and so on.

It should be understood that while, in this embodiment, a
case has been cited and described in which the communica-
tion command signals are transmitted from the integrated
circuit 231A along to the integrated circuit 231X, it would
also be acceptable for them to be transmitted from the inte-
grated circuit 231X along to the integrated circuit 231A.

Furthermore, the light reception side of a photo-coupler
2405 (PH2) is electrically connected to the anomaly signal
receive terminal (FFI) of the integrated circuit 231A corre-
sponding to the group of a plurality of lithium battery cells
213 that is at the highest electrical potential. And an anomaly
test signal transmit terminal (FFTEST) of the microcomputer
221 is electrically connected to the light emission side of this
photocoupler 2405. Moreover, the light emission side of a
photo-coupler 2404 (PH4) is electrically connected to the
anomaly signal transmit terminal (FFO) of the integrated
circuit 231X corresponding to the group of a plurality of
lithium battery cells 213 that is at the lowest electrical poten-
tial. And the anomaly signal receive terminal (FF) of the
microcomputer 221 is electrically connected to the light
reception side of this photo-coupler 2404. Due to these con-
nections, along with electrical insulation being provided
between the cell control device 230 and the local battery
control device 220, an anomaly signal loop transmission path
238 is formed from the microcomputer 221 to the photo-
coupler 2405, then to the integrated circuit 231A, . . . then to
the integrated circuit 231X, then to the photo-coupler 2404
back to the microcomputer 221, in that order. This loop trans-
mission path 238 is a serial transmission path.

The anomaly test signals outputted from the microcom-
puter 221 are transmitted to this anomaly signal loop trans-
mission path 238. An anomaly test signal is a one bit Hi level
signal that is transmitted for detecting an anomaly in the
integrated circuits 231 A through 231X or an anomaly such as
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an interruption in the communication circuitry or the like, and
these anomaly test signals are transmitted in a loop manner
according to the above described order of transmission. If
there is an anomaly, then the anomaly test signal is returned to
the microcomputer 221 as a Low level signal. Due to this, the
microcomputer 221 is able to detect that there is an anomaly
in the integrated circuits 231A through 231X, or an anomaly
such as an interruption in the communication circuitry or the
like. Moreover, if an anomaly has been detected by any one of
the integrated circuits 231A through 231X, then a signal that
indicates the anomaly is outputted to the anomaly signal loop
transmission path 238 from the integrated circuit that has
detected the anomaly, for example the integrated circuit
231C. The signal that indicates the anomaly is a 1-bit signal,
and is transmitted from the integrated circuit in which the
anomaly has occurred (supposed to be 231C) to the micro-
computer 221 in the following order: integrated circuit
231D, .. ., integrated circuit 231X, and photo-coupler 2404d.
Due to this, it is possible for a notification to be rapidly issued
from the integrated circuit in which the anomaly has been
detected to the microcomputer 221.

It should be understood that while, in this embodiment, a
case has been cited and described in which the anomaly test
signals are transmitted from the integrated circuit 231A along
to the integrated circuit 231X, it would also be acceptable to
arrange for them to be transmitted from the integrated circuit
231X along to the integrated circuit 231A. Moreover while, in
this embodiment, a case has been cited and described in
which the signal that describes the anomaly is transmitted
from the integrated circuit that has detected the anomaly
towards an integrated circuit that is at a lower level of elec-
trical potential, it would also be acceptable to arrange for this
signal to be transmitted from the integrated circuit that has
detected the anomaly towards an integrated circuit thatis at a
higher level of electrical potential.

The photo-couplers 240a through 2404 (PH1 through
PH4) not only provide electrical insulation of the communi-
cation command signal loop transmission path 237 and the
anomaly signal loop transmission path 238 between the cell
control device 230 and the local battery control device 220,
but also convert the signals transmitted and received between
the cell control device 230 and the local battery control device
220, during their transmission, to optical signals. As
described above, the respective power supply electrical
potentials and the respective power supply voltages ofthe cell
control device 230 and the local battery control device 220 are
quite different. Due to this, if the cell control device 230 and
the local battery control device 220 were to be electrically
connected together and signal transmission were imple-
mented between them directly, then it would become neces-
sary to perform potential conversion and voltage conversion
upon the transmitted signals, and this would increase the
amount of interface circuitry between the cell control device
230 and the local battery control device 220 and also raise its
price, so that it would become impossible to provide a com-
pact control device at a cheap price. Thus, in this embodiment
communication between the cell control device 230 and the
local battery control device 220 is implemented using the
photo-couplers 240a through 2404 (PH1 through PH4), and
thereby it becomes possible to make the control device more
compact and to reduce its cost.

Furthermore, as previously described, the power supply
electrical potentials also differ between the various integrated
circuits 231A through 231X. However since, in this embodi-
ment, the integrated circuits 231A through 231X are electri-
cally connected in series according to the order of electrical
potential of the corresponding groups of pluralities of the
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lithium battery cells 213, in other words since they are con-
nected in a daisy chain manner, accordingly it is possible to
implement signal transmission between the various inte-
grated circuits 231A through 231X in a simple manner by
electrical potential conversion (level shifting). On its signal
reception side, each of the integrated circuits 231A through
231X includes an electrical potential conversion (level shift-
ing) circuit. Thus since, in this embodiment, the signal trans-
mission between the various integrated circuits 231 A through
231X is implemented in this simple manner, rather by pro-
viding photo-couplers whose price is higher than that of other
circuit elements, accordingly it is possible to provide a con-
trol device that is compact and moreover low in price.

The microcomputer 221 inputs signals of various types,
and, along with transmitting the communication command
signals previously described to the cell control device 230 on
the basis of the input information obtained from these input
signals, or on the basis of calculated information that has been
calculated from this input information, also outputs signals to
the higher ranking control device (the motor control device 11
or the vehicle control device).

The various types of signal that are inputted to the micro-
computer 221 include: terminal voltage signals of the lithium
battery cells 213 outputted from the integrated circuits 231A
through 231X; an anomaly signal outputted from any one of
the integrated circuits 231 A through 231X that has detected
an anomaly; a current sensor signal outputted from the cur-
rent sensor 250 for detecting the charge/discharge current of
the assembled battery module 210; a voltage sensor signal
outputted from the voltage sensor 260 for detecting the total
voltage of the assembled battery module 210, temperature
sensor signals outputted from the temperature sensors (such
as thermistor elements) 270, provided internally to the
assembled battery module 210 for detecting the temperatures
of the battery groups; an ON/OFF signal based upon the
operation of the ignition key switch; signals outputted from a
higher ranking control device (the motor control device 11 or
the vehicle control device); and so on.

And the various types of signal that are outputted from the
microcomputer 221 include: the previously described com-
munication command signals; signals that provide informa-
tion calculated on the basis of the state information of the
assembled battery module 210 (such as, for example, its
voltage, current, temperature, and so on) like, for example,
the amount of power that can be charged into the assembled
battery module 210 or discharged from it, its state of charge
SOC, its state of health SOH, and so on; and signals that
provide anomalous state information (such as excess charge,
excess discharge, excess temperature, or the like) as deter-
mined from results or anomaly information calculated on the
basis of the state information of the assembled battery module
210 (for example its voltage, current, temperature, and so on)
and the like.

Among those output signals, the signals that provide infor-
mation such as the amount of power that can be charged or
discharged, the state of charge SOC, and the state of health
SOH and so on, and the signals that provide anomalous state
information (for example, excess charge, excess discharge,
excess temperature and so on) are outputted to the higher
ranking control device (the motor control device 11 or the
vehicle control device).
<Hardware Structure of the Battery Storage System 1000>

Next, the actual construction of the battery storage system
1000 will be explained with reference to FIGS. 4 through 8.

The battery storage system 1000 includes the four battery
module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500, that are shaped as rect-
angular parallelepipeds and are contained in a casing 900,
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consisting of a lower casing member 910 and an upper lid (not
shown in the figures). The casing 900 (the lower casing mem-
ber 910) is a storage unit shaped as a rectangular parallelepi-
ped. The battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500 are lined
up in one row along the longitudinal direction of the casing
900, so that their longitudinal directions coincide with the
direction transverse to the casing 900, and so that a certain
open space is defined between them at the central portion of
the casing 900 in the longitudinal direction. The battery mod-
ule sets that are disposed at one side of this space at the central
portion of the casing 900 in the longitudinal direction, are the
battery module sets 200 and 300 that are included in the first
battery module block (with the battery module set 200 posi-
tioned towards the center of the casing 900). And the battery
module sets that are disposed at the other side of this space at
the central portion of the casing 900 in the longitudinal direc-
tion, are the battery module sets 400 and 500 that are included
in the second battery module block (with the battery module
set 500 positioned towards the center).

An intake duct 930 is provided along one upper longitudi-
nal edge of the casing 900 (the lower casing member 910), for
inducting air from the exterior into the casing 900 as a cooling
medium for the battery module sets 200,300, 400, and 500. At
a central portion of the longitudinal side wall of the casing
900 (the lower casing member 910), at a spot that corresponds
to the open space provided at the central portion of the casing
900 in its longitudinal direction, an intake aperture (not
shown in the figures) is provided for inducting this cooling air
from the exterior into the intake duct 930. And at a central
portion of the longitudinal side wall of the casing 900 (the
lower casing member 910) (i.e. at a location that corresponds
to the open space provided at the central portion of the casing
900 in its longitudinal direction), and moreover above the
abovementioned intake aperture, an exhaust aperture 920 is
provided for expelling cooling air that has finished cooling
the battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500 from the
interior of the casing 900 (the lower casing member 910) to
the exterior.

At the central portion of the casing 900 (the lower casing
member 910) in its longitudinal direction, in the open space
described above, there are disposed the master battery control
device 100, the battery control devices 220,320, 420, and 520
described below, a box 950 for the first and second positive
side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and second
negative side main contactors 810 and 811 on the positive
side, and a box 960 for the first and second positive side main
contactors 800 and 801 and the first and second negative side
main contactors 810 and 811 on the negative side. The battery
control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520 described below are
disposed in an overlapped arrangement at one end in the
transverse direction of the center space in the casing 900 (the
lower casing member 910). In concrete terms, the local bat-
tery control devices 220 and 320 are arranged towards the side
of'the battery module set 200 as an overlapped lower layer and
upper layer, while the local battery control devices 420 and
520 are arranged towards the side of the battery module set
500 in a similar manner as an overlapped lower layer and
upper layer. The box 950 for the first and second positive side
main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and second negative
side main contactors 810 and 811 on the positive side, and the
box 960 for the first and second positive side main contactors
800 and 801 and the first and second negative side main
contactors 810 and 811 on the negative side, are arranged side
by side in the longitudinal direction of the casing 900 (the
lower casing member 910), at the other end portion in the
transverse direction of the casing 900 (the lower casing mem-
ber 910). And the master battery control device 100 is dis-
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posed between the box 960 for the first and second positive
side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and second
negative side main contactors 810 and 811 on the negative
side, and the local battery control devices 420 and 520. In this
manner, in this embodiment, along the transverse direction of
the casing 900 (the lower casing member 910), in the center
space of the casing 900 (the lower casing member 910), the
various units are arranged so that the box 950 for the first and
second positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first
and second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 on the
positive side, and the overlapped local battery control devices
220 and 320, form one row of units, while the box 960 for the
first and second positive side main contactors 800 and 801
and the first and second negative side main contactors 810 and
811 on the negative side, the master battery control device
100, and the overlapped local battery control devices 420 and
520 form another row of units.

A wiring duct 940 is provided between the intake duct 930
and the battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500. A plural-
ity of terminal portions are provided in the interior of this
wiring duct 940. To these plural terminal portions, there are
electrically connected: positive side high current cables 970
and negative side high current cables 980 that extend through
the interior of the wiring duct 940 from the box 950 for the
first and second positive side main contactors 800 and 801
and the first and second negative side main contactors 810 and
811 on the positive side, and from the box 960 for the first and
second positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first
and second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 on the
negative side; and positive side and negative side connection
cables 990 that extend through the interior of the wiring duct
940 from the assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410, and
510. The electric circuit shown in FIG. 2 is constituted in this
manner.

In the box 950 for the first and second positive side main
contactors 800 and 801 and the first and second negative side
main contactors 810 and 811 on the positive side, the positive
side high current cable 970 that is electrically connected to the
positive side of the first battery module block (the one in
which the battery module sets 200 and 300 are electrically
connected in series) is electrically connected to the positive
terminal 600 via the first positive side main contactor 800;
and the positive side high current cable 970 that is electrically
connected to the positive side of the second battery module
block (the one in which the battery module sets 400 and 500
are electrically connected in series) is also electrically con-
nected to the positive terminal 600 via the second positive
side main contactor 801. Due to this, the positive sides of the
first and second battery module blocks are electrically con-
nected together in parallel.

And, in the box 960 for the first and second positive side
main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and second negative
side main contactors 810 and 811 on the negative side, the
negative side high current cable 980 that is electrically con-
nected to the negative side of the first battery module block
(the one in which the battery module sets 200 and 300 are
electrically connected in series) is electrically connected to
the negative terminal 610 via the first negative side main
contactor 810; and the negative side high current cable 980
that is electrically connected to the negative side of the second
battery module block (the one in which the battery module
sets 400 and 500 are electrically connected in series) is also
electrically connected to the negative terminal 610 via the
second negative side main contactor 811. Due to this, the
negative sides of the first and second battery module blocks
are electrically connected together in parallel.
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The positive terminal 600 is provided upon the side wall of
the casing 900 (the lower casing member 910), at the above
described other end thereof in its transverse direction, at a
spot that corresponds to the box 950 for the first and second
positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and
second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 on the
positive side, and extends towards the outward direction. And
the negative terminal 610 is provided upon the side wall of the
casing 900 (the lower casing member 910), at the above
described other end thereof in its transverse direction, at a
spot that corresponds to the box 960 for the first and second
positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and
second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 on the
negative side, and also extends towards the outward direction.
The positive terminal 600 and the negative terminal 610 are
arranged upon the casing 900 parallel to one another, and at
the same height. A connector 700 for external communication
is provided between the positive terminal 600 and the nega-
tive terminal 610. And the connector of a CAN communica-
tion cable is connected to this connector 700. Due to this,
information can be transmitted between the master battery
control device 100, and the motor control device 11 and the
vehicle control device.

Taking the battery module set 200 as a representative, its
assembled battery module 210 is made as an integrated struc-
ture in which two battery blocks, the high potential side
assembled battery block 211 and the low potential side
assembled battery block 212, are mounted one above the
other. In this embodiment, the high potential side assembled
battery block 211 is the upper one and the low potential side
assembled battery block 212 is the lower one, but they might
be the other way around without any problem.

Referring now to FIG. 5, the assembled battery block 211
is built with its battery group 214, in which 48 lithium battery
cells 213 are electrically connected in series, being held
within a module case 215 (a chassis that consists of a lower
container 2155 and an upper lid 215a). The module case 215
is a storage box having the shape of a rectangular parallelepi-
ped.

A single intake side vent duct 290 (refer to FIG. 4) for both
of the two assembled battery blocks 211 and 212 is attached
to the battery module set 200 (in which the assembled battery
modules 210 are stacked) at its one end portion in its longi-
tudinal direction. A single fan unit 280 is connected to the
upstream end portion of this intake side vent duct 290. And a
single exhaust side vent duct 291 for both of the two-as-
sembled battery blocks 211 and 212 is attached at the other
end portion in the longitudinal direction of the battery module
set 200 (in which the assembled battery modules 210 are
stacked). While, in this embodiment, the single fan unit 280
(forintake) is provided to the battery module set 200, it would
also be acceptable also to provide an exhaust side fan unit in
the exhaust side vent duct 291. Moreover while, in this
embodiment, a fan unit and fan ducts are provided to each of
the battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 510, it would also
be acceptable to provide a fan unit and fan ducts to each of the
assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410, and 510.

Referring now to FIG. 6, an air intake slot 216 is provided
at the lower portion of the side wall of the module case at one
end thereof in its longitudinal direction. And an exhaust aper-
ture 217 (refer to FIG. 6) is provided at the lower portion of
the side wall of the module case at the other end thereof'in its
longitudinal direction. A reinforcing louver 2154 is provided
between the bottom surface of the module case 215 (the lower
container 2155) and the battery group 214. This reinforce-
ment louver 2154 is an element between the bottom surface of
the module case 215 (the lower container 2156) and the
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battery group 214, for defining ducts for conducting cooling
air inducted into the interior of the module case 215 in
between the lithium battery cells 213 of the battery group 214,
and this louver 2144 is provided with through intake apertures
215e at positions that correspond to the lithium battery cells
213. The louver 215d is formed so that the areas of these
intake apertures 215e become larger in progression from the
air intake slot 216 towards the exhaust aperture 217, i.e. so
that the aperture area of the intake aperture 215 closest to the
exhaust aperture 217 is the largest. A shield louver member
215f1s provided to the intake aperture 215e that is positioned
closest to the air intake slot 216.

The battery group 214 is built from two assembled battery
units (second sub-assembly units) 214a and 2145. Each of
these two assembled battery units (second sub-assembly
units) 214a and 21454 is built from six assembled batteries
(first sub-assembly units) 214¢ (refer to FIG. 7).

Each assembled battery (first sub-assembly unit) 214¢ is an
assembly of four cylinder shaped or circular post shaped
lithium battery cells 213, into a single group (refer to FIG. 8).
These four lithium battery cells 213 are arranged so that their
central axes are parallel in two groups of two, upon two levels,
i.e. one to the upper left, one to the upper right, one to the
lower left, and one to the lower right, i.e. so that their circum-
ferential surfaces oppose one another, with their positive ter-
minals and negative terminals (i.e. their top surfaces and
bottom surfaces) facing in opposite directions alternately,
and, from both their ends in their axial directions, they are
held between holders 2144 made from synthetic resin of high
insulating quality. The polarities of the terminals facing each
of the holders 214d of the pair of lithium battery cells 213
adjacent to one another on each of the four sides of the
assembly are opposite. By the circumferential surfaces of the
lithium battery cells 213 being arranged so as to face one
another in this manner, it is possible to build the assembled
batteries 214¢ to be compact. Moreover, since the external
terminals of the four lithium battery cells 213 (i.e. their posi-
tive and negative terminals) are arranged in a regular manner
along the same direction, accordingly, in addition to enhanc-
ing the ease of manufacture, also it is possible to maintain the
security of the structure, and this is also satisfactory from the
point of view of maintenance. Furthermore, the resistance to
vibration in the vehicle mounted state is enhanced, and the
resistance to mechanical shock in the event of the vehicle
becoming involved in a traffic accident is also satisfactory.

Bus bars 214e¢ made from copper, that are electrically con-
ductive connection members, are attached by welding to the
terminal faces of the four lithium cells 213 that are exposed
from the holder 2144, so that the four lithium battery cells 213
are electrically connected in series. The direction in which the
lithium battery cells 213 in one holder 2144 are electrically
connected by their bus bars 214e, and the direction in which
the lithium battery cells 213 in the other holder 2144 are
electrically connected by their bus bars 214e are different. At
the other holder 2144, the upper and lower adjacent lithium
battery cells 213 are electrically connected together by the
bus bars 214e. However, at the one holder 2144, the two lower
adjacent lithium battery cells 213 are electrically connected
together by one of the bus bars 214e, while each of the upper
lithium battery cells 213 is electrically connected to a lithium
battery cell 213 of the next adjacent assembled battery 214¢
by another of the bus bars 214e. Due to this, the bus bar 214e
that joins together these two lithium battery cells 213 has a
shape that is different from that of the other bus bar 214e: at
the side edge portion of the holder 2144, the structure makes
it possible to connect to the bus bar 214e that joins to a lithium
battery cell 213 of the adjacent other assembled battery 214¢
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via an electrically conductive link member 214f{see FIG. 7).
This bus bar 214e is embedded in the holder 2144 by insert
molding.

A temperature sensor 270 is adhered to the four lithium
cells 213 of a specified assembled battery 214c¢ that is deter-
mined in advance (in this embodiment, the assembled battery
214c¢ nearest to the exhaust aperture 217), and temperature
detection wires are extended from this temperature sensor
270. Furthermore, voltage detection lines 235 are extended
from each of the assembled batteries 214c.

The lithium battery cells 213 are ones that use lithium
manganese complex oxide as their positive electrode active
material and amorphous carbon as their negative electrode
active material, and their nominal output voltage is 3.6 V and
their capacity is 5.5 Ah. It should be understood that the
terminal voltage of the lithium battery cells 213 changes
when their state of charge changes. When the amount of
charge has dropped, the terminal voltage of the lithium bat-
tery cells 213 drops down as low as 2.5 volts, whereas when
the amount of charge has increased, the terminal voltage of
the lithium cells rises as high as 4.3 volts.

Gaps are defined between the adjacent left and right
lithium battery cells 213 and upper and lower locations on the
holder 214d, and arc shaped louvers 214j are provided in
these gaps for conducting cooling air currents to the circum-
ferential surfaces around the outsides of the lithium battery
cells 213. Furthermore, along with a gap being defined at the
center between the four lithium cells that are centered in the
holder 2144 and the holder 2144, also a cross shaped louver
214k having a cruciform cross sectional shape is disposed
therein for conducting a cooling air current to the circumfer-
ential surfaces of the lithium battery cells 213, of which
surfaces facing to each other.

Each of the two assembled battery units (second sub-as-
sembly units) 214a and 2145 includes six assembled batteries
214c (refer to FIG. 7). These six assembled batteries 214¢ are
arranged in one row, with the central axes of all of their
lithium battery cells 213 parallel; or to put it in another man-
ner, so that the outer circumferential surfaces of the lithium
cells oppose one another. This block of the six assembled
batteries 214c is fixed at its two lower edge portions by two
elongated channel shaped block bases 214g having approxi-
mate letter-h cross-sectional shapes and arranged so as to
confront one another, and is fixed at its two upper edge por-
tions by two elongated channel shaped block reinforcement
plates 2142 having approximate letter-I. cross-sectional
shapes and arranged so as to confront one another. Further-
more, the bus bars 214e¢ of adjacent ones of the assembled
batteries 214¢ are linked together via link members 214f.
Since, in this embodiment, the construction is such that the
assembled batteries 214c are fixed to the parallel block bases
214g, accordingly the ease of assembly and convenience of
service are enhanced. Moreover, in this embodiment, since
the block structure consisting of the assembly of the
assembled batteries 214c is fixed by the block reinforcement
plates 2144, accordingly this block structure ofthe assembled
batteries 214c is reinforced. Yet further, in this embodiment,
the productivity during production of the battery groups 214
is enhanced, and it becomes possible to establish a construc-
tional and dimensional relationship in common with battery
groups for other power supply systems, and moreover check-
ing of the battery cells for product quality management and
maintenance after production are also both excellent.

A harness group 214 is fixed along the edge of one of the
block reinforcement plates 2144, and includes voltage detec-
tion lines for detecting the voltages ofthe lithium battery cells
213 and a temperature detection line extending from the
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temperature sensor 270, bundled together by cable ties or the
like. Since, in this embodiment, the harness group 214 is
bundled together and fixed to the block reinforcement plate
214k, accordingly the mechanical strength in relation to
vibration or shock or the like applied to the harness group
214i is excellent, and the ease of working for electrical con-
nection is enhanced.

The two assembled battery units (second sub-assembly
units) 214a and 2145 are held as two-assembled battery rows
that lie side by side across the transverse direction of the
module case 215 (the lower container 2155) (refer to FIG. 5),
so that the direction in which the assembled batteries 214¢ are
arranged is the longitudinal direction of the module case 215
(the lower container 2155), and are electrically connected in
series by assembled battery unit connection bus bars not
shown in the figures.

A cell control device box 215¢ in which is housed the
circuit substrate 232 upon which are mounted the electronic
circuit components that make up the cell control device 230,
such as the integrated circuits 231, the photo-couplers 240,
the resistors 234 and so on, is disposed at one end of the
module case 215 in the longitudinal direction, and is fixed
there with screws or the like. One of the integrated circuits
231 corresponds to each of the assembled batteries 214¢. The
harness groups 214 of the two assembled battery units 214a
and 2145 extend to this cell control device box 215¢. A
connector provided at the end of one of the harness groups
214i1s connected to a connector upon the circuit substrate 232
from one transverse direction of the module case 215. And a
connector provided at the end of the other one of the harness
groups 214i is connected to a connector upon the circuit
substrate 232 from the other transverse direction of the mod-
ule case 215.

A positive side high current cable 214/ that is electrically
connected to the positive side of the batter group 214, and a
negative side high current cable 214m that is connected to the
negative side of the battery group 214, extend out from the
side wall of the module case at its other end in the longitudinal
direction (i.e. from the opposite end to the one at which the
cell control device box 215¢ is provided). The nominal output
voltage of an assembled battery module 210 is 170V, and its
capacity is 5.5 Ah. It should be understood that, since the
terminal voltages of the lithium secondary batteries vary
according to their states of charge, accordingly the actual
terminal voltage varies on the basis of the state of charge.

The lower level control device 220 decides whether it is
necessary to perform cooling of the battery module set 200
from the temperature information detected on the basis of the
plurality of temperature sensors 270 (for example, it may
compare this temperature information with a temperature
threshold value, and may decide that cooling is required when
a detected temperature becomes greater than the temperature
threshold value); and, when the lower level control device 220
has decided that cooling is required, it operates the fan unit
280. Due to this, air is sucked into the intake duct 930 as
cooling are, and is blown into the intake side vent duct 290.
This cooling air that has been drawn in is divided as it passes
through the assembled battery module 210, and flows via the
air intake slot 216 into the internal ducting in the lower
portion of the module case 215, so as to flow towards the
exhaust aperture 217. This cooling air that flows into the
interior of the ducting then flows via the intake apertures 215¢
of' the reinforcement louver 2154 between the lithium battery
cells 213 of the battery groups 214. And the cooling air that
has thus flowed in between the lithium battery cells 213 of the
battery groups 214 flows from the lower portion of the interior
of'the module case 215 into its upper portion. At this time, the
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flow of the cooling air is controlled by the arch shaped louver
214y and the cross shaped louver 214£, so that it flows around
the external circumferences of the lithium battery cells 213.
Due to this, the battery group 214 (that includes 48 of the
lithium battery cells 213) is cooled. After having thus per-
formed cooling, this cooling air flows from the upper portion
of'the module case 215 towards the exhaust aperture 217, and
is discharged from the exhaust aperture 217 at the lower
portion of the module case 215 to the exhaust vent duct 291.
The cooling air flows that have been discharged from the
assembled battery modules 210 to the exhaust vent duct 291
come together in the interior of the exhaust vent duct 291, and
are then discharged from the opening portion of the exhaust
vent duct 291 into the interior of the casing 900. And this
cooling air that has been discharged into the interior of the
casing 900 is then discharged to the exterior from the exhaust
aperture 920.

<Control Method for the Master Battery Control Device 100>

Next, the control method for the master battery control
device 100 will be explained with reference to FIGS. 9 and 10.

During discharge of the battery storage system 1000, the
local battery control devices 220, 320,420, and 520 detect the
total voltages of the assembled battery modules 210, 310,
410, and 510 from the output signals of the voltage sensors
260, 360, 460, and 560, detect the total current from the
output signals of the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550,
and detect the temperatures of the assembled battery modules
210, 310, 410, and 510 from the output signal of the tempera-
ture sensor 270; and, on this basis of this data, the local battery
control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520 calculate the amount
of power that can be outputted from the assembled battery
modules 210, 310, 410, and 510, and notify all this data to the
master battery control device 100. And the master battery
control device 100, along with aggregating the data acquired
from the local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520
such as the total voltage, the total current, the temperature, the
amount of power that can be outputted and so on, as data for
the battery storage system 1000, also calculates the total
amount of power that can be outputted from the electrical
control device 1000, and notifies this data to the motor control
device 11 or to the vehicle control device 41. Then the motor
control device 11 controls the operation of the second power
conversion device 7 on the basis of this data, so that it extracts
DC power from the battery storage system 1000 while taking
the total amount of power that can be outputted therefrom as
an upper limit. And the second power conversion device 7
converts this DC power that has been extracted into three
phase AC power that it supplies to the motor-generator 4, thus
driving the motor-generator 4.

And, during charging of the battery storage system 1000,
DC power generated by the motor-generator 4 is supplied
from the second power conversion device 7 to the battery
storage system 1000. At this time, the local battery control
devices 220, 320, 420, and 520 detect the total voltage of the
assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410, and 510 from the
output signals of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560,
detect the total current from the output signals of the current
sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550, and detect the temperatures of
the assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410, and 510 from
the output signal of the temperature sensor 270; and, on this
basis of this data, the local battery control devices 220, 320,
420, and 520 calculate the amount of power that can be
inputted to the assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410, and
510, and notify all this data to the master battery control
device 100. And the master battery control device 100, along
with aggregating the data acquired from the local battery
control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520 such as the total
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voltage, the total current, the temperature, the amount of
power that can be outputted and so on, as data for the battery
storage system 1000, also calculates the total amount of
power that can be inputted to the electrical control device
1000, and notifies this data to the motor control device 11 or
to the vehicle control device 41. Then the motor control
device 11 controls the operation of the second power conver-
sion device 7 on the basis of this data, so that it supplies DC
power to the battery storage system 1000 while taking the
total amount of power that can be inputted thereto as an upper
limit; and thus the battery storage system 1000 is charged up.

The total voltages of the assembled battery modules 210,
310, 410, and 510 may be detected from the output signals of
the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560. On the other hand,
the voltages of the assembled battery modules 210, 310, 410,
and 510 may be detected by the cell control device 230.
Moreover, the operational state of each of the assembled
battery modules 210, 310, 410, and 510 may also be detected
by the cell control device 230. However, since the voltage
detection by the cell control device 230 occupies a certain
period of time, in normal charge and discharge control of the
battery storage system 100, the voltage detected by the cell
control device 230 is not utilized, but rather the voltages
detected from the output signals of the voltage sensors 260,
360, 460, and 560 are utilized, since they are capable of
detecting voltage in a short time period.

Furthermore, with regard to the total current, the current
that is detected from the output signals of the current sensors
250, 350, 450, and 550 is utilized. With regard to the tem-
perature, the highest temperature, the minimum temperature,
the average temperature, and the like are calculated on the
basis of the plurality of temperatures detected from the output
signals of the plurality of temperature sensors 270, 370, 470,
and 570 respectively provided to the assembled battery mod-
ules 210, 310, 410, and 510, and these calculated values are
utilized.

The local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520
notify the output signals from the voltage sensors 260, 360,
460, and 560, from the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550,
and from the plurality of temperature sensors 270, 370, 470,
and 570, to the master battery control device 100 on a fixed
cycle. Ifa fault has occurred in any one of the voltage sensors
260,360, 460, and 560, the current sensors 250, 350,450, and
550, and the plurality of temperature sensors 270, 370, 470,
and 570, then no reliance can be placed upon the value
detected on the basis of the output signal of that sensor, so that
it is not possible to perform control adequately. Due to this,
the local battery control devices 220, 320, 420, and 520 per-
form diagnosis as to whether or not the voltage sensors 260,
360, 460, and 560, the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550,
and the plurality of temperature sensors 270, 370, 470, and
570 are operating correctly, and, ifithas been determined that
a fault has occurred, this fact is notified to the master battery
control device 100. For example, if the value detected from
the output signal of a sensor is outside a reference range that
is set in advance, then it may be decided that an anomaly of
some sort has occurred in this sensor, so that it may be deter-
mined to be faulty.

Here, the method of control performed by the battery stor-
age system 100 will be explained by taking, as an example,
the case in which the voltage sensor 260 is faulty. Now, if the
value detected from the output signal of the voltage sensor
260 has become outside a reference range that is set in
advance, then the local battery control device 220 decides that
some type of fault has occurred with this voltage sensor 260.
For example, if due to some cause the voltage sensor 260 has
short circuited to GND (the vehicle body earth), then the
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detected value becomes zero, and it is determined that a fault
is occurring. The local battery control device 220 notifies the
occurrence of this fault in the voltage sensor 260 via its
communication line to the master battery control device 100.

And, along with notifying the fault in the voltage sensor to
the motor control device 11 or to the vehicle control device 41
via their communication line, the master battery control
device 100 also requests the motor control device 11 or the
vehicle control device 41 to open the first and second positive
side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and second
negative side main contactors 810 and 811. When the first and
second positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first
and second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 are
opened, the input and output of power to and from the battery
storage system 1000 are cut off, and the battery storage sys-
tem 1000 goes into its usage prohibited state. Furthermore,
even when this fault in the voltage sensor 260 has been recov-
ered, this usage prohibited state is continued, until the battery
storage system 1000 is restarted.

This fault diagnosis operation by the battery storage sys-
tem 1000 described above is not limited to the voltage sen-
sors, but is operation that is common to all of the sensors,
including the current sensor and the temperature sensors and
so on. FIG. 9 is a flow chart showing the fault diagnosis
operation by the battery storage system 1000 if it were to be
performed as it has been in the prior art. In a step S1, a
decision is made as to whether or not all of the sensors of all
of' the battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500 are normal,
and if they are all normal, this fault diagnosis terminates. On
the other hand, if it has been decided that at least one of the
sensors is anomalous, then the flow of control proceeds to a
step S2, in which, from the local battery control device for the
battery module set in which the sensor anomaly has been
detected, for example from the local battery control device
220 for the battery module set 200, a sensor anomaly is
notified to the motor control device 11 or to the vehicle
control device 41 via the master battery control device 100,
and next in a step S3 a request is issued from the master
battery control device 100 to the motor control device 11 or to
the vehicle control device 41 to open the first and second
positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and
second negative side main contactors 810 and 811. Due to
this, the first and second positive side main contactors 800 and
801 and the first and second negative side main contactors 810
and 811 are opened, so that the input and output of power to
and from the battery storage system 1000 are intercepted.

Now, if only the voltage sensor that is being used for a
single battery module set of the battery storage system 1000
is faulty, while the other sensors are operating normally, then
it is considered that the severity of this type of fault is slight.
Thus, in this embodiment, if this type of slight fault has
occurred, the master battery control device 1000 estimates the
total amounts of input and output power for the battery stor-
age system 1000, not using the detected voltage value of the
battery module set in which the fault is occurring and the
power that can be inputted and outputted to and from the
battery module set as calculated on the basis of this detected
voltage value, but rather using only the detected voltage val-
ues for the battery module sets that are operating normally
and the power that can be inputted and outputted to and from
those battery module sets, and notifies the result to the vehicle
control device 41. Furthermore, the master battery control
device 100 transmits an error code carrying information
specifying that a fault has occurred in the voltage sensor 260
of'the battery storage system 1000 to the motor control device
11 or to the vehicle control device 41. Then the motor control
device 11 or the vehicle control device 41 displays this fault
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information, thus notifying it to the user of the vehicle and the
appropriate service personnel. And, on the basis of this fault
information, the user of the vehicle or the appropriate service
personnel can perform inspection of the battery storage sys-
tem 1000 and repairs to it.

While, with a battery storage system 1000 of a prior art
type, a request is issued for opening of the first and second
positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first and
second negative side main contactors 810 and 811 when a
fault has occurred, by contrast, in this embodiment, when a
slight fault has occurred, no request is issued for opening of
the first and second positive side main contactors 800 and 801
and the first and second negative side main contactors 810 and
811. However, taking into account also the influence upon the
assembled battery modules, the total power that can be input-
ted and outputted is limited to, for example, 50% of the
calculated value. Moreover, in this embodiment, if the fault in
the sensor has been recovered from, along with clearing the
notification of fault information to the motor control device
11 or the vehicle control device 41, also the limitation upon
the power that can be inputted and outputted is removed, so
that the system returns to normal charge and discharge con-
trol.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart showing the fault diagnosis opera-
tion executed by the battery storage system 1000 of this
embodiment. The master battery control device 100 executes
this fault diagnosis operation at predetermined intervals. In a
step S11, each item of the data for voltage, current and tem-
perature inputted from the local battery control devices 220,
320, 420, and 520 is compared with its set range, and a
decision is made as to whether or not all of the voltage sensors
260,360, 460, and 560, the current sensors 250, 350,450, and
550, and the plurality of temperature sensors 270, 370, 470,
and 570 are operating normally. If it has been decided that all
of'the sensors are normal, then the flow of control proceeds to
a step S12, and, along with canceling any fault notification
that has been previously issued to the motor control device 11
or the vehicle control device 41, also any previous limitation
upon the total amounts of power that can be inputted and
outputted is removed.

On the other hand, if an anomaly has been detected in any
one of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560, the current
sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550, and the plurality of tempera-
ture sensors 270, 370, 470, and 570, then the flow of control
proceeds to a step S13, in which it is determined whether or
not an anomaly has been detected in one of the voltage sen-
sors 260, 360, 460, and 560. If an anomaly in one of the
voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560 has been detected,
then the flow of control proceeds to a step S14, in which it is
determined whether or not anomalies in two or more of the
voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560 have been detected. If
an anomaly has only been detected in one of the voltage
sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560, then the flow of control
proceeds to a step S15, in which the voltage is calculated
using only the data from the battery module sets in which no
anomaly is being detected. And then, in a step S16, the
amount of power that can be used is limited to 50%.

In the next step S17, the occurrence of the anomaly in the
voltage sensor is notified to the motor control device 11 or the
vehicle control device 41, and also the limitation of the
amount of power that can be used is notified. Moreover, if an
anomaly in two or more of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460,
and 560 has been detected in the step S14, then the flow of
control is transferred to a step S18, in which the occurrence of
these anomalies in the voltage sensors is notified to the motor
control device 11 or the vehicle control device 41. And then,
inastep S19, a request is issued to the motor control device 11
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or the vehicle control device 41 for opening of the first and
second positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first
and second negative side main contactors 810 and 811.

Butif, inthe step S13, it is determined that the anomaly that
has been detected is not an anomaly in a voltage sensor, then
the flow of control is transferred to a step S21, in which it is
determined whether or not an anomaly has been detected in
one of the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550. If an
anomaly in one of the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550
has been detected, then the flow of control proceeds to a step
S22, in which it is determined whether or not anomalies in
two or more of the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550
have been detected. If an anomaly has only been detected in
one of the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550, then the
flow of control proceeds to a step S23, in which the current is
calculated using only the data from the battery module sets in
which no anomaly is being detected. And then, in a step S24,
the amount of power that can be used is limited to 50%.

In the next step S25, the occurrence of the anomaly in the
current sensor is notified to the motor control device 11 or the
vehicle control device 41, and also the limitation of the
amount of power that can be used is notified. Moreover, if an
anomaly in two or more of the current sensors 250, 350, 450,
and 550 has been detected in the step S22, then the flow of
control is transferred to a step S26, in which the occurrence of
these anomalies in the current sensors is notified to the motor
control device 11 or the vehicle control device 41. And then,
inastep S27, a request is issued to the motor control device 11
or the vehicle control device 41 for opening of the first and
second positive side main contactors 800 and 801 and the first
and second negative side main contactors 810 and 811.

Next, the method employed in this embodiment for calcu-
lating the voltages, the currents, and the amounts of power
that can be inputted and outputted will be explained with
reference to Tables 1 through 7. In these tables, “Stringl”
denotes the first series circuit of the battery module set 200
and the battery module set 300, while “String2” denotes the
second series circuit of the battery module set 400 and the
battery module set 500. Furthermore, “Vsensor_a”, “Vsen-
sorb”, “Vsensor_c”, and “Vsensor_d” respectively denote the
voltage sensors 260,360, 460, and 560, while V1, V2, V3, and
V4 respectively denote the voltage values detected from the
output signals of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560.
In a similar manner, “Isensor_a”, “Isensor_b”, “Isensor_c”,
and “Isensor_d” respectively denote the current sensors 250,
350, 450, and 550, while I1, 12, 13, and 14 respectively denote
the voltage values detected from the output signals of the
current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550. Furthermore, “sen-
sorl” denotes the combination of the voltage sensor 260 and
the current sensor 250, “sensor2” denotes the combination of
the voltage sensor 360 and the current sensor 350, “sensor3”
denotes the combination of the voltage sensor 460 and the
current sensor 450, and “sensor4” denotes the combination of
the voltage sensor 560 and the current sensor 550. It should be
understood that “Min(A,B)” is the function that selects the
lesser one of A and B.

TABLE 1
Vsensor_a Stringl OK
Vsensor_b OK
Vsensor_c String2 OK
Vsensor_d OK

Total Voltage (V1 +V2)+ (V3 +V4)/2

Table 1 shows an example of calculation of the total voltage
of the battery storage system 1000 when all of the voltage
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sensors 260, 360,460, and 560 are normal. If all ofthe voltage
sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560 are normal, then the sum
(V1+V2) of the values V1 and V2 detected from the output
signals of the respective voltage sensors 260 and 360 of the
two battery module sets 200 and 300 that constitute the first
series circuit (String1), and the sum (V3+V4) ofthe values V3
and V4 detected from the output signals of the respective
voltage sensors 460 and 560 of the two battery module sets
400 and 500 that constitute the second series circuit (String2),
are calculated, and the average value of these sums {(V1+
V2)+(V3+V4)}/2 is taken as being the voltage between the
positive terminal 600 and the negative terminal 610, in other
words as being the total voltage of the battery storage system
1000.

TABLE 2
Vsensor_a  Stringl NG oK OK OK
Vsensor__b OK NG OK OK
Vsensor_c¢ String?2 OK OK NG OK
Vsensor_d OK oK OK NG
Total Voltage V3+V4 V3+V4 V1+V2 V1+V2

TABLE 3-continued
Isensor ¢ String2 OK
Isensor_d OK

Total Current (11 +12)/2+ (I3 + 14)/2

Table 3 shows an example of calculation of the total current
of the battery storage system 1000 when all of the current
sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550 are normal. If all of the current
sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550 are normal, then the average
value (I1+12)/2 of the values 11 and 12 detected from the
output signals of the respective current sensors 250 and 350 of
the two battery module sets 200 and 300 that constitute the
first series circuit (String 1), and the average value (13+14)/2
of'the values I3 and 14 detected from the output signals of the
respective current sensors 450 and 550 of the two battery
module sets 400 and 500 that constitute the second series
circuit (String2), are calculated, and the sum of these {(I1+
12)/2+(13+14)/2} is taken as being the current flowing
between the positive terminal 600 and the negative terminal
610, in other words as being the total current of the battery
storage system 1000.

TABLE 4
Isensor_a Stringl NG OK OK OK
Isensor_b OK NG OK OK
Isensor_c  String2 OK OK NG OK
Isensor_d OK OK OK NG

Total Current

R+B+14)2 T+ 3+14)2 (I1+122+14 I1+12)/2+13

Table 2 shows an example of calculation of the total voltage
of'the battery storage system 1000 when an anomaly has been
detected in just one of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and
560. In the battery storage system 1000 of this embodiment,
along with series circuits being formed by connecting the two
battery module sets in series, also two of these series circuits
are connected in parallel. Accordingly, if an anomaly has
occurred in just a single voltage sensor in either one of the first
series circuit (String 1) and the second series circuit (String2),
then it is possible to detect the voltage between the positive
terminal 600 and the negative terminal 610, in other words the
total voltage of the battery storage system 1000, by utilizing
the voltage sensors of the other series circuit in which all of
the voltage sensors are operating normally. In other words, if
there is an anomaly of only a single voltage sensor, then it is
nevertheless possible to detect the total voltage of the battery
storage system 1000 without any problem.

If it is determined that, in Table 2, the value V1 detected
from the output signal of the voltage sensor 260 (Vsensor_a)
of the battery module set 200 of the first series circuit
(String1) is outside its reference range, so that an anomaly is
occurring, then the sum (V3+V4) of the value V3 detected
from the output signal of the voltage sensor 460 (Vsensor_c)
of the second series circuit (String2) and the value V4
detected from the output signal of the voltage sensor 560
(Vsensor_d) of that series circuit is detected as the total volt-
age of the battery storage system 1000. Subsequently, if an
anomaly has occurred in any one of the voltage sensors 360,
460, and 560 as well, then the total voltage of the battery
storage system 1000 can be detected in a similar manner.

TABLE 3
Isensor_a Stringl OK
Isensor_b OK
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Table 4 shows an example of calculation of the total current
of'the battery storage system 1000 when an anomaly has been
detected in just one of the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and
550. Since, in the battery storage system 1000 of this embodi-
ment, the first series circuit (Stringl) and the second series
circuit (String2) are each formed by connecting two battery
module sets in series, accordingly, if an anomaly has occurred
in just a single current sensor of a battery module set of either
one of these series circuits, then it is possible to take the value
detected from the output signal of the current sensor of the
other battery module set of this series circuit, as being the
current flowing in that series circuit.

If it is determined that, in Table 4, the value 11 detected
from the output signal of the current sensor 250 (Isensor_a) of
the battery module set 200 of the first series circuit (String1)
is outside its reference range, so that an anomaly is occurring,
then the value 12 detected from the output signal of that
current sensor 350 (Isensor_b) of this first series circuit
Stringl in which no anomaly is being detected is taken as
being the current in this first series circuit. On the other hand,
for the second series circuit, as described above, the average
value (13+14)/2 of the values I3 and 14 detected by the current
sensors 450 and 550 is taken as being the current in the second
series circuit String2. And the sum {I12+(13+14)/2} of the
current 12 in the first series circuit Stringl and the current
(I13+14)/2 in the second series circuit String2 is detected as
being the total current of the battery storage system 1000.
Subsequently, if an anomaly has occurred in any one of the
current sensors 350, 450, and 550 as well, then the total
current of the battery storage system 1000 can be detected in
a similar manner.

Next, an example of calculation of the power that can be
inputted and outputted will be explained with reference to
Tables. 5 through 7.

It should be understood that the total power that can be
outputted from the battery storage system 1000 is the avail-
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able power that can be discharged from the battery storage
system 1000 via its positive terminal 600 and its negative
terminal 610 to the second power conversion device 7. And
the total power that can be inputted to the battery storage
system 1000 is the available power that can be charged into
the battery storage system 1000 via its positive terminal 600
and its negative terminal 610 from the second power conver-
sion device 7.

TABLE 5
sensorl Stringl OK
sensor2 OK
sensor3 String2 OK
sensord OK

Available Power Min(Pwl, Pw2, Pw3, Pw4)*4

Table 5 shows an example of calculation of the power that
can be inputted and outputted when all of the voltage sensors
260,360, 460, and 560 and all of the current sensors 250, 350,
450, and 550 are normal. If no anomaly is being detected in
any of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560 and the
current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550, then the powers Pw1,
Pw2, Pw3, and Pw4 that can be inputted and outputted are
calculated on the basis of the voltage values detected from the
output signals of the voltage sensors and the current values
detected from the output signals of the current sensors of each
of the battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500, and four
times the minimum Min(Pw1, Pw2, Pw3, Pwd4) of those
values is taken as being the total amount of power that can be
inputted and outputted. It should be understood that explana-
tion of the method for calculating the power that can be
inputted and outputted to and from the battery module sets
200, 300, 400, and 500 is omitted, since it is per se known.
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sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550 of one of the battery module
sets 200, 300, 400, and 500, then the total power that can be
inputted and outputted to and from the battery storage system
1000 is calculated using the power that can be inputted and
outputted as calculated for the other battery module sets for
which no sensor anomaly has been detected, but not using the
power that can be inputted and outputted as calculated for that
battery module set for which the sensor anomaly has been
detected. And the calculated power that can be inputted and
outputted is further limited by a predetermined proportion
(for example, in this embodiment, 50%), so as to provide
protection for the battery module set in which the sensor
anomaly has been detected.

If it is determined that, in Table 6, the value detected from
the output signal of the voltage sensor 260 or the current
sensor 250 of the battery module set 200 of the first series
circuit (Stringl) is outside its reference range, so that it is
determined that an anomaly is occurring, then the total power
that can be inputted and outputted to and from the battery
storage system 1000 is calculated using the powers that can be
inputted and outputted Pw2, Pw3, and Pw4 as calculated for
the other battery module sets 300, 400, and 500 for which no
sensor anomaly has been detected, but not using the power
that can be inputted and outputted as calculated on the basis of
the values detected from the output signals of the voltage
sensor 260 and the current sensor 250 of the battery module
set 200. In concrete terms, the minimum Min(Pw2, Pw3,
Pwd4) of the powers that can be inputted and outputted to and
from the battery module sets 300, 400, and 500 is multiplied
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TABLE 6
sensorl  Stringl NG OK OK OK
sensor2 OK NG OK OK
sensor3  String2 OK OK NG OK
sensor4 OK OK OK NG
Power Min Min Min Min
(Pw2,Pw3,Pw4)*  (Pwl, Pw3,Pw4)* (Pwl,Pw2,Pw4)* (Pwl, Pw2,Pw3)*
4% 50% 4% 50% 4% 50% 4% 50%

Table 6 shows an example of calculation of the total power
that can be inputted or outputted when an anomaly has been
detected in just one of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and
560 or in one of the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550 of
one of the battery module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500. When
an anomaly is occurring in one of the voltage sensors 260,

by 4, and then is further limited by 50%. It should be under-
stood that, if an anomaly has been detected in one of the
voltage sensors 360, 460, and 560, or in one of the current
sensors 350, 450, and 550 of the battery module sets 300, 400,
and 500, then the calculation is performed in a similar man-
ner.

TABLE 7
sensorl  Stringl NG NG NG OK OK OK
sensor2 NG OK OK NG NG OK
sensor3  String? OK NG OK NG OK NG
sensor4 OK OK NG OK NG NG
Power Min Min Min Min Min Min
(Pw3,Pwd)*  (Pw2,Pwd)* (Pw2,Pw3)* (Pwl,Pwd)* (Pwl,Pw3)* (Pwl,Pw2)*
4% 50% 4% 50% 4% 50% 4% 50% 4% 50% 4% 50%
60

360, 460, and 560 or in one of the current sensors 250, 350,
450, and 550 of one of the battery module sets 200, 300, 400,
and 500, then it is supposed that it is not possible to rely upon
the power that can be inputted and outputted calculated on the
basis of the value detected from the output signal of that
sensor. Thus, if an anomaly has been detected in one of the
voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560 or in one of the current

FIG. 7 shows an example of calculation of the power that
can be inputted and outputted, when anomalies have been
detected in two of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and 560
orthe current sensors 250, 350, 450, and 550 that are provided

65 to the battery storage system 1000. In this case as well, in an
analogous manner to the case in which a single sensor
anomaly is occurring, the total amount of power that can be
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inputted to and outputted from the battery storage system
1000 is calculated using the calculated powers that can be
inputted and outputted to and from the other battery module
sets in which no sensor anomaly is being detected, but not
using the power that can be inputted and outputted to and
from the one or two battery module sets in which a sensor
anomaly is being detected. And this calculated total power
that can be inputted and outputted is limited by a predeter-
mined proportion (for example, in this embodiment, 50%), so
as to provide protection for the battery module set in which
the sensor anomaly has been detected.

In the above, in the example of calculation of the power that
can be inputted and outputted when anomalies in two sensors
have been detected, the combination of two sensors is limited
to being any one of the voltage sensors 260, 360, 460, and
560, and any one of the current sensors 250, 350, 450, and
550. If anomalies have been detected in two voltage sensors,
or anomalies have been detected in two current sensors, then
in some cases it becomes impossible to perform voltage
detection or current detection, and the total power that can be
inputted to and outputted from the battery storage system
1000 is set to zero, since the condition that the security of the
vehicle must be maintained is a rigorous one.

In Table 7, if it is determined that the value detected from
the output signal of the voltage sensor 260 or the current
sensor 250 of the battery module set 200 of the first series
circuit (Stringl) is outside its reference range, so that an
anomaly in this sensor is determined upon, and if moreover it
is determined that the value detected from the output signal of
the voltage sensor 360 or the current sensor 350 of the battery
module set 300 of the second series circuit (String2) is outside
its reference range, so that an anomaly in this sensor is also
determined upon, then the total power that can be inputted and
outputted to and from the battery storage system 1000 is
calculated, not by using the powers that can be inputted and
outputted calculated for the battery module sets 200 and 300
in which these sensor anomalies have been detected (that
would be Pw1 and Pw2), but rather by using the powers Pw3
and Pw4 that can be inputted and outputted as calculated for
the other two battery module sets 400 and 500 in which no
sensor anomalies have been detected. In concrete terms, the
minimum Min(Pw3, Pw4) of the powers Pw3 and Pw4 that
can be inputted and outputted to and from the battery module
sets 400 and 500 is multiplied by 4, and then is further limited
by 50%. It should be understood that the calculation is per-
formed in a similar manner as well, if anomalies have been
detected in two sensors in the other battery module set.

Now in the example, explained with reference to FIG. 7, of
calculation of the power that can be inputted and outputted
when anomalies in two sensors have been detected, although
the total power that can be inputted to and outputted from the
battery storage system is set to zero if the anomalies have
occurred in two sensors that are of the same type, nevertheless
sometimes, depending upon the particular combination, it
may happen that no problem occurs in the calculation. In this
case, it becomes possible to perform the calculation in the
same manner as described above, and it becomes possible to
elaborate a system for producing the data for the total amount
of power that can be inputted and outputted. For example, in
relation to voltage, even if anomalies are detected in both of
the two voltage sensors of the two battery module sets that are
included in one of the series circuits, then it is reasonable to
assume that these voltages are actually the same as the volt-
ages that are detected of the two battery module sets that are
included in the other series circuit. Accordingly, in this type of
case, the same calculation is performed as when anomalies
are present in both sensor 1 and sensor 2 of Table 7, or
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anomalies are present in both sensor 3 and sensor 4, so that it
is possibleto calculate the total power that can be inputted and
outputted to and from the battery storage system 1000.

Furthermore while, in this embodiment, an example has
been disclosed in which the ratio for limitation of the total
amount of power that can be inputted or outputted if anoma-
lies are detected in two of the sensors is 50%, it would also be
acceptable to arrange to change the ratio for limitation of the
total amount of power that can be inputted or outputted,
according to the number of sensors in which an anomaly has
occurred. For example, if an anomaly has been detected in a
single sensor, this ratio for limitation may be taken as 75%,
whereas if anomalies have been detected in two of the sen-
sors, this ratio for limitation may be taken as 50%. Moreover,
it would also be acceptable to arrange to change the ratio for
limitation of the total amount of power that can be inputted or
outputted, according to the type of sensor or sensors in which
anomaly has been detected. For example, if anomalies have
been detected in two of the voltage sensors, the ratio for
limitation may be taken as 50%, whereas if anomalies have
been detected in two of the current sensors, the ratio for
limitation may be taken as 75%.

Since, in the above, methods have been described for cal-
culating and methods for controlling the voltage, the current,
and the power that can be inputted and outputted when one or
more sensor anomalies have been detected in the battery
module sets 200, 300, 400, and 500, accordingly it is possible
to avoid stopping the operation of the vehicle due to a slight
fault, and it becomes possible to enable keeping the vehicle
running while using the battery storage system 1000 over a
longer time period.

Since, according to the embodiment and variant embodi-
ments described above, it is arranged to estimate the total
power that can be inputted and outputted for all of the battery
module sets on the basis of the power that can be inputted and
outputted to and from the other battery module sets, exclud-
ing that battery module set in which it has been determined
that a fault in a sensor is occurring, accordingly, even though
a fault has occurred with one of the battery module sets, still
it becomes possible to keep the vehicle running using power
from the battery storage system for a longer time period, due
to control by the battery storage system 1000 on the basis of
information from that other battery module set, so that it is
possible to provide a battery storage system 1000 that is
highly fault resistant.

Furthermore, it may be arranged for the master battery
control device 100 to reduce the total power that can be
inputted and outputted, according to the degree of fault of the
sensor. In concrete terms, the total power that can be inputted
and outputted may be reduced according to the number of
sensors in which it has been determined that a fault has
occurred, or the total power that can be inputted and outputted
may be reduced according to the type of sensor in which it has
been determined that a fault has occurred. By doing this, in
addition to the advantageous effects described above, itis also
possible to enhance the security and the reliability yet further.

The above described embodiments are examples, and vari-
ous modifications can be made without departing from the
scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A battery storage system, comprising:

a plurality of battery modules that are electrically con-
nected in series and in parallel, each comprising a plu-
rality of battery cells;
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a plurality of sensors provided to each of the plurality of
battery modules, that output at least signals correspond-
ing to voltage and current of the each of the battery
modules;

aplurality of first control devices each of which is provided
to the each of the plurality of battery modules, and
obtains a power that can be inputted and outputted to and
from the each of the battery modules based upon the
voltage and current obtained from the output signals of
the sensors of the each of the battery modules; and

a second control device that is separate from the first con-
trol devices and performs overall control of the plurality
of first control devices, wherein

the second control device is arranged independently of the
battery modules and provided for all of the battery mod-
ules, and

the second control device is programmed to calculate,
when a fault of a sensor in any one of the plurality of
battery modules has occurred, a total power that can be
inputted and outputted to and from the all of the battery
modules, based upon powers each of which can be input-
ted and outputted to and from each of other battery
modules than a battery module in which the sensor has
detected the fault, and outputs information of the total
power.
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2. A battery storage system according to claim 1, wherein
the second control device reduces the total power according
to a degree of fault of the sensor.

3. A battery storage system according to claim 2, wherein
the second control device reduces the total power according
to a number of sensors that have been determined as being
faulty.

4. A battery storage system according to claim 2, wherein
the second control device reduces the total power according
to a type of the sensor that has been determined as being
faulty.

5. A battery storage system according to claim 1, further
comprising:

sensors that detect voltage and current of all of the battery
modules.

6. A battery storage system according to claim 1, wherein

the second control device includes a leakage detector.

7. A battery storage system according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a positive side main contactor and a negative side main
contactor for controlling electrical connection between
the battery modules and positive and negative terminals
on a chassis of the battery storage system.
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