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P PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 

l PlFORMAf 4 ONAL MEMORANDUM NO.. 39 

SUBJECTe TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS 

> PrelPr;Rihary, sunsmtzries of-  anLomaLS.k = b r a f f L @  recorder-. da%% 
f o r  May 1943 i h d i b a t e  that decreases fh* t r a f f i k .  are n e a r l y  the 
same as those. fop February, March,  t and A p r i l ,  ah- each case the 
eompal-&Don. i s -  w F t h  t r a f f i k .  ih t h e  eo r~espond i i lg  month of. 2.942. : 
ThiS unk%bform&ty in $ r a f f T k  decrease extending over a period of. 
four months appliks.to t r a f f i h  on- State highways as well as. to 
%ra.fff @ - o n 3  Eacal highways, : 

The* revlSed summary for A p r i l  1943, {which i h c l u d e s  nearly 
a hundred more s l a l i o n s ,  ( shows- a decrease of- 2g+ 6 percent ,  1 ~r 0 . 1  
p e r c e n t  greaLer than- t h e  d e c r e a s k  L a b u l a t e d  ih" the pre l imf  %ary 
snmmary in- P f i f ~ r r n e n a t ~ b n ~ ~  Memoradum Ha. : 3Sb: 

b p  

15, s h s ~ a l d  no$ b e  fhferred, f r s m  t h e  above t i h a t  L r a f f n t z -  h a s  
renalned cons tan t  in- volume dur ing  these, four months" : AcLualPy 
f t, has  lbcreased about  24 percent in- the E B s t ,  1 and 19 percent in- 
the rernaihdelr of- t h e  counlxvyl 1 from February to May o f  t h l S  yeap.. : 

Traf fiE-by monlhs- s l&ce 1940 i S -  shorn-on-the attached, chart - 
w i t h  t h e  monthly L r a f f i k  of- lgql as-  a base,,: ?raffia" Zi.1 May 19.43 
l b -  %he AtPgnLB@. seaboard area f s 46 percen t  sf- %raf9" ike  ih. 1942; 
while i b -  the remai,bdar o f -  the counLsy i t  i s  81 percent  of- t h a t  in-  
194L1 - 

r T r a f f f h .  a% %all f a c i l f t l 8 s -  (PabPe 3 )  ,shows cansi t lerably  
smallest. pe~cenlagcs. of" decrease xh. May 1943 th rsnghsu% a E P  see- 
t%bns.of- the eonnt ry  than- a r e  found on- r n r a l  highways. of. the 
Nation:, : Decreases. in. the area ratibned In- May 1942 generaSPy we 
fn- excess- o f  %hose in- " t k e  remainder sf. the eauntrg,, 

Csmpa%.isorn. betwcch' $he Way -$raffikv in. 1942 skid 1943 P h -  the 
twelve eastern- States P S >  complfeated, t, siilee g a s o l i h e  ratibnihg 

. went i h t o  effect  o n  May 25,: 1942, and the second pleasure, drivihg 
ban- on- May 20, , 1943, i A shortage o f  gasoliire was p a r l i e u l a r l y  
severe durfhg %he B b t t e ~  par% of". May 1943, i 

Unus-maP floods- i k t -  the MiiSdEa West, g r e a t $ y  affected %he 
t r a f f l b -  on* the toll faef litiks- because it was ,necessary to close 
some af- them for as much as.  a week, - T h i S  caused liscre&sed t ~ a f - t .  
fib on- other br i t lges  b u t  not to the extent df -%he  general d e e ~ e a s e ~ . :  
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* a TILBJB 3,a --TRAFFIC VOLU~KE DATA.  FOR HAY i 963, BY VB!RICLE TYPES,  COMPARED W I T H  
XIHI.CdB 1NPORZda"IOR FOR HdX ;kg42 AT TOhL PjYA@IEIIE"IBSu 

P --- 
Area rat to& Hay $W 

-- 

a 42 drawbridges in eastern I E J B I ~ ~  CaroBina 
(not toll) 3 

13 s ta t ions  in Washingtofi , D Cy . 

4 facilities oaTas  tern Canadian Brder 
2 facif i ties in the Great b k e s  area 

Subtotal  - 6 faoj&$t$es 
10 r . l i t i e s  on the Obio R ~ v e r  
15 facilities i n  the Chi0 River isread 

8ub;f;oLak -- 25 f&s$ZZ.b$ss 

I facility in the Florida GaPf C : a ~ s t  ares 

Subto$a& - I faci 2 4 % ~  

9 facilities on the Mississippi a d  St Croix , 
Rivers, S t L  Louis ZWB$ north 

Sabto%aZ - fac4 lf kZas 

3 facif itks im 63aBlfa~nfa 
5 facilP ties in t he  Washington-Oregon area 

Sub to ta t  - 8 fae& $ $ t e e s  

2 ,  Based on weekday t r@f%Le , ,  

f a c i f i t p  i w  West V i r g i n i a  and 12 in Kentucky, " '5" 
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