Ever since the U.S. Congress re-
pealed the penalty for states which
failed to pass mandatory motor _
cyclehelmet usage laws for rider:
18 and over, helmet laws have
been on the decline.

IN1975, 47 states, the District
of Columbia, and PuertoRico
had helmet laws for all cyclists.
Today, only 21 states, DC, and Puerto
Rico still do.

In @ move to help reverse this
trend, NHTSA Administrator Joan
Claybrook held a news conference
.on January 11

to release

Claybrook noted
that, with a new legislative season
approaching, strong efforts would
|~ be needed to keep those helmet
ﬁlaws still in effect and, restore those

which have been lost or weakened.

She is sending letters to all gov-
ernors asking them to work for hel-
met laws in their states. She is also
seeking the support of the medical
community, safety groups, insurance

companies, and motorcycle manu-
’ facturers.

“With a broad-based support

X\ from society as a whole,” she

¥ i WL said, “we should be able to
e ‘sl of restore the life-saving capabi-

lities of helmet use.”
For a copy of the helmet report
and/or Claybrook’s statement, write

o NETWORK.

helmet laws. The report is a summary
of results from five recent studies
conducted in South Dakota, Kan-
sas, Colorado, Oklahoma, and
Southern California.
The studies show helmets work.
Riders involved in crashes who q
don’t wear helmets have twice
as many head injuries as those
who do, and three to nine
times as many fatal head injuries.
The studies also show
helmet usage laws work.
Before repeal of the laws in
the states studied, over 95
percent of motorcyclists wore
helmets. After repeal, fewer than
60 percent did. As expected,
head injuries increased, particularly
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in three states studied.

-

fatal head injuries,which doubled()

A comprehensive technical assis-
tance program is being developed
in NHTSA for states involved with
issues of retention or readoption of
helmet use laws.

A two-day session among select-
ed state representatives was con-
ducted in January.

The meeting, designed to yield
recommendations for devel-

} oping strategies and programs

to counter moves to remove
helmet laws, included Wisconsin,
Yirginia, Pennsylvama, North Da-
kota, Arkan-

Wyoming,
Michigan, South Carolinaand
Georgia.

Efforts will also be made to in-
form national voluntary health and
safety organizations about the hel-
met law issue.

Video tapes and slide presenta-
tions based on a University of South-
ern California study on motorcycle
fatalities will be made available to
the states.

NHTSA personnel will be avail-
able upon request to provide tes-
timony to state legislative commit-
tees.

The agency will also report to the
Congress by the end of this year on
the effect of removal of national
sanctions for not having helmet laws.
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Children, please be seated

Do parents know about child safety seats? Do car dealers offer seats as an option? Are all seats
dynamically tested before sale?

These questions are important for a child’s safety even before the first trip home from the maternity
ward. ‘

Recent surveys show car crashes are a chief cause of child injury and death. Yet less than 10 percent
of new parents provide safety restraints for their children. Even when provided, observation
studies show many are improperly used s0 they-are of little benefit.

To attack this problem, NHTSA is producing an action kit for community groups who
@& want to get involved. The kit will show hospital clinics, auxiliaries, and civic and church
groups how to set up a loan-a-seat program or promote use of child restraints.

Much of the material is based on Michigan’s Motor Vehicle Occupant Protection
Program, which has developed a complete action package for interested groups.
The staff works with communities to get programs started.

The kit will be released at the ten upcoming workshops (see schedule)
which will show participants how to increase child restraint usage, promote
usage laws and improve restraint availability through local dealers.

Child restraint workshop schedule

Region4—Atlanta ~ Mar21-22 | Region 7—Kansas City May 17-18

Region 3—Philadelphia Apr23-24 | Region 8—Denver Jun 4-5

Region 9—Newark Apr 26-27 | Region 5—Chicago Jun7-8
Region 1—Boston May 3-4 | Region 10—Seattle Jun 21-22
Region 6—San Antonio May 14-15 Region 9—San Francisco Jun 25-26
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Feb. 30—"Egg,” a Canadian-
produced spot that shows how
restraints (in this case, a piece of
tape) keep an egg from breaking
from a violent blow. Demonstrates
that safety belts, in the same way,
prevent injury: by preventing severe
impact.

April 1—Third “friends” alcohol
spot. Subject undetermined at this
time.

April 30—"Pumpkin” is another
Canadian spot that likens a pumpkin
to a person. It gets dashed into a
telephone pole and pavement and
mashed by a truck. The announcer,
all the while, is talking about how
unbelted passengers get thrown
from the car during a crash.

July 1—Fourth “friends” alcohol
spot. Subject undetermined at this
time.

October 1—rFifth “friends” alco-
hol spot. Subject undetermined at
this time.

Michigan survey

All of the surveys reported so far
in NETWORK have been primarily
designed to help create public
communications programs for high-
way safety.

They have been used to identify
target audiences, detect problems,
and develop strategies for influenc-
ing people.

But there’s another use for surveys
—the survey as policy advisor.

In this approach, the survey is
used to find out public attitudes
toward safety laws and regulations,
both existing and proposed, so gov-
ermment officials know public opin-
ion when deciding what changes to
make. Such survey information can
be very valuable in promoting high-
way safety issues.

The Michigan Office of Highway
Safety Planning conducted a tele-
phone survey of 600 Michigan
motorists (and 219 motorcyclists) in
August. The respondents were
asked questions about their attitudes
toward motorcycle helmet laws,
safety belt laws, the 55 mph speed
limit, and other issues.

On motorcycle helmets, 85 per-
cent of the driving population and
67 percent of motorcyclists think
helmets should be worn at all times.
There is general agreement, then,
that helmets are beneficial.

On the more difficult question of
helmet laws, 80 percent of drivers
and 53 percent of motorcyclists
think cyclists should be required by
law to wear helmets at all times.

On 55, a big majority (78 percent)
favors maintaining the current speed
limit. But support is a bit soft. When
asked if they'd go for a 60 mph limit
on the expressways and a 50 mph
limit on other roads, 55 percent said
yes. A small plurality (48 to 44 per-
cent) favored giving penalty points
for speeding when ticketed be-

tween 55 and 70 (not currently
done).

On mandatory restraint use laws,
there’s mixed reaction. Fifty-four
percent of the drivers say they
would favor a law requiring all chil-
dren under four years of age to ride
in special safety seats (36 percent
oppose).

Only 35 percent favor a law re-
quiring those under 18 to wear a
belt or ride in a safety seat. Only 39
percent would support a law requir-
Ing all passengers and drivers to use
restraints.

Other questions cover driver
education, drinking age laws, and
vehicle inspection. For a copy, write
Michigan Office of Highway Safety
Planning, 7150 Harris Drive, Lansing,
MI 48913. Limited copies are avail-
able.
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The Knights of Pythias lodge
conducts an international “highway
courtesy and safety poster contest”
each year.

The contest promotes highway
safety “thinking” by students who
have recently become drivers and
those who will soon become
drivers.

State eliminations foster local in-

BE
BRIGHT.
AT NIGHT




terest. Prizes amounted to $900 in
competition last year.

Themes deal with drunk drivers,
pedestrian safety, safety belts,
speeding, etc.

The contest is open to all high
school students. For more informa-
tion, write to the Grand Lodge,
Knights of Pythias in your state or Jule
O. Pritchard, Supreme Secretary, 47
N. Grant St., Room 201, Stockton, CA
95202.

On guard drwers

Florida’s “On Guard” campaign,
a combination enforcement/public-
ity program to hold the line on rising
fatalities in late 1978, got a helping
hand from many sources.

Publix supermarkets, Sears and
K Mart included a small safety mes-
sage inside their newspaper adver-
tisements.

Many newspapers donated space
for display ads that promoted safe
driving.

Several alcohol demonstrations,
where media people experienced
intoxication (.10) under official sanc-
tion, produced much coverage on
the effect of alcohol at the legal
level.

All this publicity was sparked by a
special plea from the govermnor for
the state’s businesses and citizens to
cooperate in the On Guard program.
Also, special funds from the Gover-
nor’'s Highway Safety Commission
provided extra enforcement for state
police and some jurisdictions.

For more information, write Carol
Basile, Bureau of Highway Safety,

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY
ADMINISTRATION
Washington, D.C. 20590

Official Business
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300

Room 530, Carlton Bldg., Tallahassee,
FL 39304 or call (904) 488 5453

This is NETWORK: a monthly
meeting place for sharing ideas
among highway safety public com-
munications professionals.

NETWORK covers the highlights.
If you want more, it tells you where
to go.

Need help? Got some ideas?
Working on a good campaign? We
want to hear from you. Write NET-
WORK, NHTSA, NTS-10, Washing-
ton, DC 20590.

NETWORK is a publication of the
Office of Driver and Pedestrian Pro-
grams, National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration.

The Secretary of Transportation has determined
that the publication of this periodical is necessary
in the transaction of the public business required
by law of this department. Use of funds for
printing this periodical has been approved by the
Office 8f Management and Budget through Dec.
30, 198

Vwa volunteers'

Citizen participation in highway
safety programs is getting a lot of
attention at NHTSA.

Administrator Joan Claybrook
spelled out the philosophy of the
new emphasis in a speech to gov-
emor’s reps in October (See NET-
WORK, December 1978, Tahoe
talk).

Citizen participation topics filled
half a day’s agenda in the January 23
meeting of NHTSA regional admin-

istrators.

The agency will use citizen panels
to advise community-based dem-
onstration projects. Policy guidance
IS also being developed to encour-
age state highway safety agencies to
INnvolve citizens in program planning
and evaluation.

Several new developments will
open the way to more direct in-
volvement of citizens:

e Negotiations are underway with
selected states to develop commu-
nity-based organizations for family
members of people killed or injured
in traffic crashes. In each locality,
voluntary agencies would contact
family members of crash victims to
determine their interest in working
on crash remedies in their commu-
nities.

e A series of regional conferences
on child restraints this spring will
help citizens develop voluntary
programs to promote the sale or
loan of child seats and promote
their use.

e A national conference is being
planned for the spring to train vol-
untary safety leaders to form coali-
tions of citizen organizations around
highway safety issues.

New publications to be ready this
spring include an action guide for
voluntary organizations, a package
on vehicle/consumer issues, and a
child restraint action kit (see related
story).

April’s training program for state
public communications specialists
(NETWORK, January 1979, First
class) will include theories and
methods for increasing citizen
participation in highway safety
programs.
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