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(57) ABSTRACT

Fuel reforming catalysts 28 generate a hydrogen-containing
reformed gas when they come into contact with exhaust gas
that contains a reforming fuel. Upstream and downstream
air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60 are respectively installed
upstream and downstream of the fuel reforming catalysts 28.
The upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 outputs a upstream
sensor signal in accordance with oxygen concentration. The
downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 outputs a downstream
sensor signal in accordance with oxygen concentration and
hydrogen concentration by using zirconia’s oxygen detection
capability and a change of a diffusion layer’s hydrogen-con-
centration-dependent oxygen detection capability. An ECU
50 detects the hydrogen concentration without being affected
by the oxygen concentration through the use of the upstream
sensor signal in which only the oxygen concentration is
reflected and the downstream sensor signal in which the oxy-
gen concentration and hydrogen concentration are reflected.
This makes it possible to establish a hydrogen concentration
detection system with the common air-fuel ratio sensors 58,
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1
FUEL REFORMING APPARATUS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a fuel reforming apparatus
that is preferably used to generate a combustible gas from a
reforming fuel with the aid of a fuel reforming catalyst.

BACKGROUND ART

There is a conventionally known internal combustion
engine with a fuel reforming apparatus as disclosed, for
instance, in Patent Document 1 (JP-A-2007-113421). Such a
prior art fuel reforming apparatus includes a fuel reforming
catalyst that generates a hydrogen-containing combustible
gas by reforming a gas containing a reforming fuel and oxy-
gen.

While the fuel reforming catalyst is active, it can generate
a combustible gas that contains hydrogen and carbon mon-
oxide. However, while it is inactive, it cannot generate a
combustible gas having a sufficiently high concentration.
Therefore, the prior art fuel reforming apparatus is configured
so that a hydrogen or carbon monoxide concentration sensor
is positioned downstream of the fuel reforming catalyst. Fur-
ther, when the result of detection by the concentration sensor
indicates that a combustible gas having a sufficiently high
concentration is generated, the prior art fuel reforming appa-
ratus supplies the combustible gas to an intake path of the
internal combustion engine.

Including the above-mentioned document, the applicant is
aware of the following document as a related art of the present
invention.

[Patent Document 1] JP-A-2007-113421

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

Meanwhile, the prior art fuel reforming apparatus
described above is configured so as to use the concentration
sensor that detects the concentration of hydrogen or carbon
monoxide. The concentrations of hydrogen and carbon mon-
oxide correlate to the amount of combustible gas generation.
Therefore, the amount of combustible gas generation can be
accurately detected when concentration detection is accu-
rately achieved.

However, a small-size, inexpensive concentration sensor
that could be mounted in the prior art fuel reforming appara-
tus does not readily achieve high detection accuracy. Further,
when an operation is performed to detect the concentration of
hydrogen, oxygen and other components contained in the
combustible gas may affect the detection operation, resulting
in a decrease in detection accuracy.

The present invention has been made to solve the above
problem. It is an object of the present invention to provide a
fuel reforming apparatus that is capable of implementing a
small-size, inexpensive, hydrogen concentration sensor and
accurately detecting the amount of combustible gas genera-
tion even when a generated combustible gas contains compo-
nents other than hydrogen.

The above object is achieved by a fuel reforming apparatus
which comprise a fuel reforming catalyst which is positioned
in a flow path of a gaseous material containing a reforming
fuel and used to generate a hydrogen-containing combustible
gas from the reforming fuel.

The fuel reforming apparatus comprise an upstream air-
fuel ratio sensor which is positioned upstream of the fuel
reforming catalyst with respect to the flow direction of the
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gaseous material and used to output an upstream sensor signal
representing the concentration of oxygen in the gaseous
material.

The fuel reforming apparatus comprise a downstream air-
fuel ratio sensor which is positioned downstream of the fuel
reforming catalyst with respect to the flow direction of the
gaseous material and used to output a downstream sensor
signal representing the concentrations of oxygen and hydro-
gen in the gaseous material.

And the fuel reforming apparatus comprise hydrogen con-
centration detection means which uses the upstream sensor
signal and the downstream sensor signal to detect the concen-
tration of hydrogen in the gaseous material at a position
downstream of the fuel reforming catalyst.

In a second aspect of the present invention, the fuel reform-
ing apparatus according to the first aspect of the present
invention, wherein the hydrogen concentration detection
means may be include signal correction means for correcting
the influence of the oxygen concentration, which is contained
in the downstream sensor signal, in accordance with the
upstream sensor signal.

In athird aspect of the present invention, the fuel reforming
apparatus according to the second aspect of the present inven-
tion, may comprise oxygen concentration calculation means
which calculates the oxygen concentration from the upstream
sensor signal.

And the fuel reforming apparatus comprise storage means
which stores, in advance, characteristic curve data indicative
of'the relationship between the downstream sensor signal and
the hydrogen concentration. And the signal correction means
corrects the characteristic curve data in accordance with the
oxygen concentration. And the hydrogen concentration
detection means uses the corrected characteristic curve data
to calculate the hydrogen concentration from the downstream
sensor signal.

In a fourth aspect of the present invention, the fuel reform-
ing apparatus according to the third aspect of the present
invention, wherein the signal correction means may include
zero-point output acquisition means which acquires a value of
the downstream sensor signal in accordance with the oxygen
concentration when the hydrogen concentration is zero.

And the signal correction means includes change ratio
acquisition means which acquires the ratio of a change in the
downstream sensor signal to a change in the hydrogen con-
centration in accordance with the oxygen concentration. And
the signal correction means includes characteristic setup
means which sets the characteristic curve data at detected
oxygen concentration in accordance with the results of acqui-
sition by the zero-point output acquisition means and the
change ratio acquisition means.

In a fifth aspect of the present invention, the fuel reforming
apparatus according to any one of the first to fourth aspect of
the present invention, wherein the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor may have a lower sensitivity than the upstream air-fuel
ratio sensor.

Inasixth aspect of the present invention, the fuel reforming
apparatus according to any one of the first to fifth aspect of the
present invention, wherein the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor
and the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor each may include a
detection element, which is made of a zirconia-containing
material and provided with one side surface and an additional
side surface.

And the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor and the downstream
air-fuel ratio sensor each include two electrodes, which are
mounted respectively on one side surface and on the addi-
tional side surface of the detection element to face each other
with the detection element in between. And the upstream
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air-fuel ratio sensor and the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor
each include limitation means, which is positioned to shield
one side surface of the detection element from the gaseous
material containing a detection target and limit the rate at
which the detection target is supplied to one side surface of
the detection element.

In a seventh aspect of the present invention, the fuel
reforming apparatus according to the sixth aspect of the
present invention, wherein the electrodes of the downstream
air-fuel ratio sensor may have a smaller opposing surface area
than the electrodes of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor. And
wherein the sensitivity of the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor
is lowered in accordance with the opposing surface area dif-
ference between the upstream and downstream air-fuel ratio
sensors.

In an eighth aspect of the present invention, the fuel
reforming apparatus according to the sixth or seventh aspect
of'the present invention, wherein the limitation means may be
a diffusion layer that allows an extraneous gaseous material
containing the detection target to pass toward one side surface
of the detection element.

And wherein the diffusion layer of the downstream air-fuel
ratio sensor has a lower permeability than the diffusion layer
of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor. And wherein the sensi-
tivity of the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor is lowered in
accordance with the permeability difference between the
upstream and downstream air-fuel ratio sensors.

In a ninth aspect of the present invention, the fuel reform-
ing apparatus according to any one of the first to eighth aspect
of'the present invention, may further comprise pressure detec-
tion means for detecting the pressure of the gaseous material.
And the fuel reforming apparatus comprises pressure-depen-
dent correction means for correcting the value of at least
either the upstream sensor signal or the downstream sensor
signal in accordance with the pressure of the gaseous mate-
rial.

Inatenth aspect of the present invention, the fuel reforming
apparatus according to the ninth aspect of the present inven-
tion, wherein the pressure-dependent correction means may
make corrections so that the detected concentration of oxygen
or hydrogen decreases with an increase in the pressure.

In an eleventh aspect of the present invention, the fuel
reforming apparatus according to any one of the first to tenth
aspect of the present invention, may further comprise gaseous
material supply means which individually supplies an oxy-
gen-free gaseous material and atmospheric air to at least
either the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor or the downstream
air-fuel ratio sensor.

And the fuel reforming apparatus comprises first oxygen
error detection means which detects the amount of deviation
between an output signal value of the air-fuel ratio sensor and
apredefined zero-point reference value while the oxygen-free
gaseous material is supplied to the air-fuel ratio sensor.

And the fuel reforming apparatus comprises second oxy-
gen error detection means which detects the amount of devia-
tion between an output signal value of the air-fuel ratio sensor
and a predefined atmospheric air reference value while the
atmospheric air is supplied to the air-fuel ratio sensor. And the
fuel reforming apparatus comprises oxygen signal calibration
means which calibrates the output signal values by using the
amounts of deviation from the zero-point reference value and
the atmospheric air reference value.

In a twelfth aspect of the present invention, the fuel reform-
ing apparatus according to any one of the first to eleventh
aspect of the present invention, may further comprise reform-
ing fuel supply means which supplies the reforming fuel to
the fuel reforming catalyst. And the fuel reforming apparatus
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comprise gaseous material supply means which supplies an
oxygen-free gaseous material to the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor.

And the fuel reforming apparatus comprise adjustment
means which makes adjustments to place parameters affect-
ing the hydrogen concentration in a predefined error detection
state. And the fuel reforming apparatus comprise first hydro-
gen error detection means which detects the amount of devia-
tion between an output signal value of the downstream air-
fuel ratio sensor and a predefined zero-point reference value
while the supply of reforming fuel is shut off with the oxygen-
free gaseous material supplied to the downstream air-fuel
ratio sensor.

And the fuel reforming apparatus comprise second hydro-
gen error detection means which detects the amount of devia-
tion between an output signal value of the downstream air-
fuel ratio sensor and a predefined nonzero-point reference
value while the parameters are adjusted and placed in the
predefined state with the oxygen-free gaseous material sup-
plied to the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor. And the fuel
reforming apparatus comprise hydrogen signal calibration
means which calibrates the output signal values by using the
amounts of deviation from the zero-point reference value and
the nonzero-point reference value.

In a thirteenth aspect of the present invention, the fuel
reforming apparatus according to any one of the first to
twelfth aspect of the present invention, may further comprise
catalyst diagnosis means which makes adjustments to place
parameters affecting the hydrogen concentration in a pre-
defined catalyst diagnosis state and compares a detected
hydrogen concentration against a predefined diagnosis refer-
ence value to run a diagnostic check on the operation of the
fuel reforming catalyst.

In a fourteenth aspect of the present invention, the fuel
reforming apparatus according to any one of the first to thir-
teenth aspect of the present invention, wherein the upstream
air-fuel ratio sensor is used during air-fuel ratio feedback
control to regulate the air-fuel ratio in accordance with the
concentration of oxygen in an exhaust gas emitted from an
internal combustion engine.

In accordance with the first aspect of the present invention,
the air-fuel ratio sensors having a detection element made, for
instance, of zirconia (ZrO,) have sensitivity for oxygen con-
centration detection. Therefore, the upstream air-fuel ratio
sensor can output the upstream sensor signal in accordance
with the concentration of oxygen in the gaseous material. The
downstream air-fuel ratio sensor also has sensitivity for oxy-
gen concentration detection. However, while the fuel reform-
ing catalyst is operating, the gaseous material flowing across
the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor contains the combustible
gas.

In the above instance, the oxygen detection sensitivity of
zirconia is affected by hydrogen existing around the sensors.
More specifically, the outputs generated from the air-fuel
ratio sensors while hydrogen exists deviate from the outputs
generated in a reference state where no hydrogen exists so
that the oxygen concentration is lowered (to provide a richer
air-fuel ratio). This enables the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor to output the downstream sensor signal in accordance
with the concentrations of oxygen and hydrogen in the gas-
eous material.

Therefore, when the downstream sensor signal is corrected
by using the upstream sensor signal, it is possible to eliminate
the influence of oxygen concentration from the downstream
sensor signal and accurately determine the hydrogen concen-
tration in accordance with the corrected downstream sensor
signal. Consequently, the use of two common air-fuel ratio
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sensors makes it possible to easily and accurately detect the
hydrogen concentration and calculate the amount of combus-
tible gas generation with high accuracy in accordance with
the result of detection.

As a result, a system for detecting the amount of combus-
tible gas can be implemented by using small-size, inexpen-
sive, air-fuel ratio sensors. This eliminates the necessity of
using a dedicated hydrogen concentration sensor or the con-
centration of carbon monoxide and facilitates system down-
sizing and cost reduction. Further, the upstream air-fuel ratio
sensor can be used to correct the influence of oxygen concen-
tration. This makes it possible to certainly prevent the oxygen
concentration from decreasing the accuracy of hydrogen con-
centration detection and provide consistent detection accu-
racy.

In accordance with the second aspect of the present inven-
tion, the signal correction means can correct the downstream
sensor signal by using the upstream sensor signal in which the
oxygen concentration is reflected. This makes it possible to
eliminate the influence of oxygen concentration from the
downstream sensor signal in which the oxygen concentration
and hydrogen concentration are reflected. Consequently, the
hydrogen concentration can be accurately determined in
accordance with the corrected downstream sensor signal.

Inaccordance with the third aspect of the present invention,
the signal correction means can correct the characteristic
curve data, which indicates the relationship between the
downstream sensor signal and hydrogen concentration, in
accordance with the oxygen concentration. Thus, the charac-
teristic curve data represents the relationship between the
downstream sensor signal and hydrogen concentration that
prevails at detected oxygen concentration. Consequently, the
hydrogen concentration calculation means can accurately
calculate the hydrogen concentration from the downstream
sensor signal by using the characteristic curve data.

In accordance with the fourth aspect of the present inven-
tion, the downstream sensor signal linearly varies with the
hydrogen concentration when the oxygen concentration is
fixed. Therefore, a characteristic curve indicative of the rela-
tionship between the downstream sensor signal and hydrogen
concentration is linear. The intercept and gradient of the char-
acteristic curve vary with the oxygen concentration. Conse-
quently, the zero-point output acquisition means calculates a
zero-point output, which is the intercept of the characteristic
curve, that is, the value of the downstream sensor signal
prevailing at a hydrogen concentration of zero, in accordance
with the oxygen concentration.

Further, the change ratio acquisition means calculates the
change ratio, which is the gradient of the characteristic curve,
that is, the ratio of a change in the downstream sensor signal
to a change in the hydrogen concentration, in accordance with
the oxygen concentration. Thus, the characteristic setup
means can accurately set the characteristic curve data related
to the detected oxygen concentration by using the zero-point
output and change ratio. Consequently, the influence of oxy-
gen concentration can be accurately reflected in the charac-
teristic curve data.

In accordance with the fifth aspect of the present invention,
the output range of a common air-fuel ratio sensor designed
for oxygen concentration detection is not enough to cover the
range of hydrogen concentration variation when an attempt is
made to detect the hydrogen concentration, which changes
the sensor signal to a greater extent than the oxygen concen-
tration. As such being the case, the sensitivity of the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor (the ratio of a change in the sensor
signal to a change in concentration) is intentionally decreased
to avoid the problem of output range insufficiency.
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As a result, the range over which the downstream sensor
signal varies with the hydrogen concentration can match the
output range of the sensor. This makes it possible to prevent
the downstream sensor signal from becoming saturated due to
an excessively narrow output range and consistently detect a
wide range of hydrogen concentration.

In accordance with the sixth aspect of the present inven-
tion, a common air-fuel ratio sensor having a detection ele-
ment made of zirconia may be used as the upstream air-fuel
ratio sensor and downstream air-fuel ratio sensor. Thus, the
functionality of zirconia, which causes an ion current to vary
with oxygen concentration and hydrogen concentration, can
be used to establish a hydrogen concentration detection sys-
tem with ease.

In accordance with the seventh aspect of the present inven-
tion, the two electrodes constituting the downstream air-fuel
ratio sensor can have a smaller opposing surface area than the
two electrodes constituting the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor.
Therefore, the ion current flowing between the electrodes
under certain concentration conditions can be reduced by the
amount of decrease in the opposing surface area of the elec-
trodes. This makes it possible to reduce the sensitivity of the
downstream air-fuel ratio sensor.

In accordance with the eighth aspect of the present inven-
tion, the diffusion layer of the downstream air-fuel ratio sen-
sor can have a lower permeability than the diffusion layer of
the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor when the former is made,
for instance, of a dense material. Thus, the oxygen ions and
hydrogen ions to be supplied to the detection element under
certain concentration conditions can be reduced in number by
the amount of decrease in diffusion layer permeability. This
makes it possible to decrease the sensitivity of the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor.

In accordance with the ninth aspect of the present inven-
tion, the sensitivity of an air-fuel ratio sensor varies with the
pressure of the gaseous material. Therefore, the pressure-
dependent correction means corrects a sensor signal by the
amount of pressure-dependent change in sensor sensitivity.
This makes it possible to eliminate the influence of pressure
from the sensor signal. Consequently, even when the pressure
of the gaseous material changes, the oxygen concentration
and hydrogen concentration can be accurately detected with-
out being affected by such a pressure change.

In accordance with the tenth aspect of the present inven-
tion, the higher the pressure of the gaseous material, the larger
the number of gaseous material molecules supplied to the
detection element of an air-fuel ratio sensor, and thus the
higher the sensitivity of the air-fuel ratio sensor. Therefore,
the concentration detected by the air-fuel ratio sensor
increases with an increase in the pressure of the gaseous
material. Consequently, the pressure-dependent correction
means makes corrections so that the detected concentration
decreases with an increase in the pressure. This makes it
possible to counteract the influence of pressure on the
detected concentration.

Inaccordance with the eleventh aspect of the present inven-
tion, the gaseous material supply means can easily produce an
oxygen-free state and atmospheric air supply state in which
an air-fuel ratio sensor output can be calibrated. The first
oxygen error detection means can detect the amount of devia-
tion between a sensor signal value and zero-point reference
value in the oxygen-free state. Further, the second oxygen
error detection means can detect the amount of deviation
between the sensor signal value and atmospheric air reference
value in a state where atmospheric air having a known oxygen
concentration is supplied to an air-fuel ratio sensor.
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The output characteristics of the air-fuel ratio sensors are
linear with respect to the oxygen concentration. Therefore,
the oxygen signal calibration means can accurately calibrate
the output characteristics of the sensors with respect to the
oxygen concentration by using the amounts of deviation in
two different states, namely, the aforementioned oxygen-free
state and atmospheric air supply state. Consequently, the
oxygen concentration can be continuously detected with high
accuracy even when the air-fuel ratio sensors are deteriorated.
Further, the accuracy of hydrogen concentration detection
can also be increased by increasing the accuracy of oxygen
concentration detection.

In accordance with the twelfth aspect of the present inven-
tion, the reforming fuel supply means, gaseous material sup-
ply means, and adjustment means can be used to easily pro-
duce an oxygen-free, hydrogen-free state where sensor
output calibration can be effected with respect to the hydro-
gen concentration and an oxygen-free state where hydrogen
having a predefined concentration is supplied. The first
hydrogen error detection means can detect the amount of
deviation between a sensor signal value and zero-point refer-
ence value in the oxygen-free, hydrogen-free state. Further,
the second hydrogen error detection means can detect the
amount of deviation between a sensor signal value and non-
zero-point reference value in the oxygen-free, predefined
hydrogen supply state.

The output characteristics of the air-fuel ratio sensors are
also linear with respect to the hydrogen concentration. There-
fore, the hydrogen signal calibration means can accurately
calibrate the output characteristics of the sensors with respect
to the hydrogen concentration by using the amounts of devia-
tion in two different states, namely, the aforementioned oxy-
gen-free, hydrogen-free state and oxygen-free, predefined
hydrogen supply state. Consequently, the hydrogen concen-
tration can be continuously detected with high accuracy even
when the air-fuel ratio sensors are deteriorated.

In accordance with the thirteenth aspect of the present
invention, the catalyst diagnosis means can compare a value
of'a hydrogen concentration detected in the predefined cata-
lyst diagnosis state against the predefined diagnosis reference
value. Therefore, the catalyst diagnosis means can run a diag-
nostic check on the operation of the fuel reforming catalyst in
accordance with the amount of hydrogen concentration
deviation from the diagnosis reference value. In this instance,
a diagnostic check can be accurately performed on the cata-
lyst because the two air-fuel ratio sensors can accurately
detect the hydrogen concentration. This makes it possible to
certainly grasp, for instance, the deterioration of the fuel
reforming catalyst, thereby providing enhanced reliability.

In accordance with the fourteenth aspect of the present
invention, an air-fuel ratio sensor used during air-fuel ratio
feedback control in an internal combustion engine can double
as the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor for hydrogen concentra-
tion detection. Therefore, even when the two air-fuel ratio
sensors are used for hydrogen concentration detection, it is
possible to minimize an increase in the number of sensors and
other parts, thereby contributing to further system simplifi-
cation and cost reduction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 s an overall view to show the system constitution of
a fuel reforming apparatus according the first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view to show the structure of the
upstream air-fuel ration sensor.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view to show the structure of the
downstream air-fuel ration sensor.
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FIG. 4 is a characteristic diagram to show the output char-
acteristic of the upstream sensor signal with respect to oxygen
concentration changes.

FIG. 5 is a characteristic diagram to show the output char-
acteristic of the downstream sensor signal with respect to
changes in the hydrogen concentration and oxygen concen-
tration.

FIG. 6 is a characteristic diagram to show the relationship
between the oxygen concentration and a zero-point output
that is the intercept of individual characteristic curve date in
FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a characteristic diagram to show the relationship
between the oxygen concentration and a change ratio that is
the gradient of individual characteristic curve date shown in
FIG. 5.

FIG. 8 is a characteristic diagram to show the relationship
between exhaust gas (EGR gas) pressure and signal correc-
tion amount.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart to show the hydrogen concentration
detection process carrying out in the first embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart to show the oxygen calibration
process carrying out in the first embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a flow chart to show the oxygen calibration
process carrying out in the first embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view as FIG. 3 to show the
downstream air-fuel ration sensor of a fuel reforming appa-
ratus according the second embodiment.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

First Embodiment
Configuration of First Embodiment

A first embodiment of the present invention will now be
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 11. FIG. 1is an overall
configuration diagram illustrating the configuration of a sys-
tem according to the first embodiment. The system according
to the present embodiment includes, for instance, a multi-
cylinder internal combustion engine 10. This internal com-
bustion engine 10 operates on a fuel mixture of alcohol and
gasoline. The present embodiment assumes that a fuel mix-
ture of ethanol and gasoline is used.

An intake pipe 12 of the internal combustion engine 10 is
connected to an intake port of each cylinder through an intake
manifold 14. An electric throttle valve 16 is installed in the
middle of the intake pipe 12 to adjust the amount of intake air.
The intake port of each cylinder is provided with a main fuel
injection valve 18, which is composed, for instance, of a
solenoid valve for fuel injection.

An exhaust pipe 20 of the internal combustion engine 10 is
connected to an exhaust port of each cylinder through an
exhaust manifold 22. A heat exchanger 24 is installed in the
middle of the exhaust pipe 20. A plurality of reforming cham-
bers 26 are formed in the heat exchanger 24 and positioned at
intervals. A fuel reforming catalyst 28, which contains metal-
lic materials such as Rh, Pt, Co, Ni, Ru, and Cu, is supported
within each of these reforming chambers 26.

An exhaust path 30 is provided in each space between the
reforming chambers 26 and shielded from the reforming
chambers 26. These exhaust paths 30 are connected to the
middle of the exhaust pipe 20. The heat exchanger 24, which
is configured as described above, can heat the reforming
chambers 26 (fuel reforming catalysts 28) by using the heat of
an exhaust gas passing through the exhaust paths 30. When
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heated in this manner, the fuel reforming catalysts 28 can
induce a later-described reforming reaction.

The exhaust pipe 20 is provided with an EGR path 32,
which branches off from the exhaust pipe 20 at an upstream
end of the heat exchanger 24 and converges with the intake
pipe 12. The EGR path 32 is used so that part of the exhaust
gas flows back to the intake pipe 12. The reforming chambers
26 of the heat exchanger 24 are connected to the middle ofthe
EGR path 32.

Further, the EGR path 32 is provided with an electromag-
netic reforming fuel injection valve 34, which is positioned
upstream of the fuel reforming catalysts 28. The reforming
fuel injection valve 34 injects fuel (hereinafter referred to as
the reforming fuel) into the exhaust gas flowing in the EGR
path 32. In this manner, the reforming fuel injection valve 34
constitutes reforming fuel supply means, which supplies the
reforming fuel to the fuel reforming catalysts 28.

The EGR path 32 is also provided with a cooler 36, which
cools EGR gas, and an electromagnetic flow regulating valve
38. The cooler 36 and flow regulating valve 38 are positioned
downstream of the fuel reforming catalysts 28. The flow
regulating valve 38 varies the flow rate of the EGR gas that
flows back to the intake pipe 12 through the EGR path 32.

In the system configured as described above, part of the
exhaust gas flowing in the exhaust pipe 20 flows into the EGR
path 32 and receives the supply of the reforming fuel from the
reforming fuel injection valve 34. The resulting mixture of the
exhaust gas and reforming fuel then flows into the reforming
chambers 26 through the EGR path 32 and induces a later-
described reforming reaction with the aid of the fuel reform-
ing catalysts 28.

A reformed gas (combustible gas) derived from the reform-
ing reaction serves as the EGR gas that is mixed with the
exhaust gas. The EGR gas then flows back into the intake pipe
12 through the EGR path 32 and mixes with intake air. The
remaining exhaust gas, which flows in the exhaust pipe 20 but
has not flowed into the EGR path 32, passes through the
exhaust paths 30 in the heat exchanger 24 to supply heat to the
reforming chambers 26. This exhaust gas is then purified by
an exhaust purification catalyst 40, which is installed in the
exhaust pipe 20 and composed, for instance, of a three-way
catalyst, and emitted to the outside.

Meanwhile, the fuel mixture of ethanol and gasoline is
stored in a fuel tank 42 for the internal combustion engine 10.
The fuel tank 42 is provided with a fuel pump (not shown) that
pressurizes fuel in the tank and delivers the pressurized fuel to
the outside. A fuel piping 44 is connected to the discharge side
of'the fuel pump to supply the pumped fuel to each of the fuel
injection valves 18, 34.

The system according to the present embodiment also
includes an ECU (Electronic Control Unit) 50. The ECU 50
includes a microcomputer having storage circuits such as a
ROM and a RAM, and constitutes storage means of the
present embodiment. The input end of the ECU 50 is con-
nected to a sensor system, which includes a rotation sensor for
detecting the engine rotation speed, an air flow meter for
detecting the amount of intake air, a water temperature sensor
for detecting the temperature of cooling water, and an accel-
erator opening sensor for detecting an accelerator opening,
and controls the operation of the internal combustion engine
10.

The sensor system also includes a fuel property sensor 52,
a temperature sensor 54, a pressure sensor 56, an upstream
air-fuel ratio sensor 58, and a downstream air-fuel ratio sensor
60. The fuel property sensor 52 is installed, for instance, in the
fuel piping 44 to detect the fuel’s mixing ratio between gaso-
line and alcohol. The temperature sensor 54 is installed, for
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instance, in the reforming chambers 26 of the heat exchanger
24 to detect the temperature of the fuel reforming catalysts 28
(or the exhaust gas).

The pressure sensor 56 is installed in the EGR path 32 and
positioned, for instance, downstream of the heat exchanger 24
(reforming chambers 26). The pressure sensor 56 constitutes
pressure detection means, which detects the pressure of the
exhaust gas (EGR gas). The upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58
and the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 will be described
later.

The output end of the ECU 50 is connected to various
actuators such as the aforementioned throttle valve 16, main
fuel injection valve 18, reforming fuel injection valve 34, flow
regulating valve 38, and fuel pump. The ECU 50 uses the
sensor system to detect the operating status of the internal
combustion engine 10 and drives the actuators to exercise
operation control.

Operation control, which is mentioned above, is exercised,
for instance, to provide normal fuel injection control, air-fuel
ratio feedback control, and later-described reforming EGR
control. Normal fuel injection control is exercised so that the
amount of fuel injected from the main fuel injection valve 18
corresponds, for instance, to the intake air amount. Air-fuel
ratio feedback control is exercised so that the amount of fuel
injection from the main fuel injection valve 18 increases or
decreases in accordance with the air-fuel ratio detected by the
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 until the air-fuel ratio of the
internal combustion engine agrees with a stoichiometric air-
fuel ratio.

(Reforming EGR Control)

The ECU 50 exercises reforming EGR control as described
below so that a reformed gas, which is derived from a reform-
ing reaction between the exhaust gas and reforming fuel,
flows back into the intake pipe 12 together with the exhaust
gas. Reforming EGR control is exercised so as to let the
reforming fuel injection valve 34 inject the reforming fuel
into the exhaust gas flowing in the EGR path 32 and introduce
the resulting mixed gas into the reforming chambers 26.

In the above instance, the ECU 50 determines a proper
reforming fuel injection amount (supply amount) in accor-
dance, for instance, with the operating status of the internal
combustion engine 10, the concentration of ethanol in fuel,
the temperature of the fuel reforming catalysts 28, and the
reformed gas generation amount detected by the air-fuel ratio
sensors 58, 60.

The fuel reforming catalysts 28 in the reforming chambers
26 then induce a reforming reaction (steam reforming reac-
tion) between ethanol in the mixed gas and steam and carbon
dioxide in the exhaust gas. As a result of this steam reforming
reaction, hydrogen (H,) and carbon monoxide (CO) are gen-
erated as indicated in Equation (1) below:

CoH5OH+0.4C0,+0.6H,0+2.3N,+Q1 —3.6Ht

2.4C0+2.3N, o)

A reforming reaction also occurs between the gasoline in
the mixed gas and the steam and carbon dioxide in the exhaust
gas as indicated in Equation (2) below:

1.56(7.6C0,+6.8H,0+40.8N,)+3C oH | 3 o+

Q2—>31H,+34.7C0O+63.6N, )

The calorific value Q1 in Equation (1) and the calorific
value Q2 in Equation (2) represent reaction heat that is
absorbed by the reforming reactions. Since the reforming
reactions are endothermic reactions, the calorific value
retained by the reformed gas, which is indicated by the right
side of Equations (1) and (2), is higher than the calorific value
retained by an unreacted substance, which is indicated by the
left side of the equations.
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Therefore, the heat exchanger 24 can transmit the heat of
the exhaust gas passing through the exhaust path 30 to the fuel
reforming catalysts 28 and allow the heat to be absorbed in the
above reforming reactions. In other words, the system accord-
ing to the present embodiment can recover the heat of the
exhaust gas and convert the reforming fuel to substances (H,
and CO) having a higher calorific value through the use of the
recovered heat.

As the calorific value Q2 necessary for the reforming reac-
tion of gasoline is extremely high, it is necessary, for instance,
that the fuel reforming catalysts 28 be heated to a temperature
ot 600° C. or higher to induce the reforming reaction. While
the internal combustion engine 10 is operating, therefore, the
reforming reaction of ethanol consistently occurs over a large
operating region, whereas the reforming reaction of gasoline
efficiently occurs, for instance, in a high-rotation-speed,
high-load operating region only where exhaust temperature is
increased.

The reformed gas derived from the above reforming reac-
tions mixes with the exhaust gas to become the EGR gas. The
EGR gas flows back into the intake pipe 12 through the EGR
path 32 and mixes with intake air. In this instance, the ECU 50
uses the flow regulating valve 38 to control the rate at which
the EGR gas flows back into the intake pipe 12. The EGR gas
then flows into the cylinders of the internal combustion
engine 10 together with the intake air, and H, and CO in the
reformed gas burn in the cylinders together with the fuel
injected from the main fuel injection valve 18.

In the above instance, as described earlier, the calorific
value of the reformed gas is higher than that of the original
fuel by the amount of exhaust gas heat recovered by the heat
exchanger 24. Therefore, when the reformed gas burns in the
internal combustion engine 10, the system’s overall thermal
efficiency increases. This makes it possible to improve the
fuel efficiency of the internal combustion engine 10. Further,
the heat exchanger 24 can heat the fuel reforming catalysts 28
by using the exhaust gas heat even when a dedicated heating
device for the catalysts and heating energy are unavailable.
This makes it possible to configure an exhaust heat recovery
type system that exhibits high operating efficiency.

Furthermore, reforming EGR control can be exercised to
produce an enhanced EGR (Exhaust Gas Recirculation)
effect by allowing the EGR gas containing the reformed gas to
flow back into an intake system. In general, the rate of EGR
has an upper limit because combustion instability results
when the EGR rate is raised. On the other hand, when reform-
ing EGR control is exercised, the EGR gas contains a com-
bustible gas. Therefore, a good combustion state can be main-
tained by exercising reforming EGR control. This makes it
possible to raise the upper limit on the EGR rate.

Moreover, the present embodiment uses the upstream air-
fuel ratio sensor 58 and downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 to
detect the concentration of hydrogen in the EGR gas and uses
the detection result and the flow rate of the EGR gas to
calculate the amount of reformed gas generation. The calcu-
lated amount of reformed gas generation is then reflected, for
instance, in the next operating conditions such as a reforming
fuel injection amount, main fuel injection amount, ignition
timing, and EGR valve (flow regulating valve 38) opening.
Therefore, the present embodiment makes it possible to exer-
cise proper feedback control over the reformed gas generation
amount in accordance, for instance, with the operating status
of the internal combustion engine.

(Upstream Air-Fuel Ratio Sensor Structure)

The air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60 for detecting the concen-
tration of hydrogen will now be described. First of all, the
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 will be described. The
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upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 is composed of a common
air-fuel ratio sensor that uses, for instance, zirconia. The
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 is installed in the exhaust
pipe 20 of the internal combustion engine and positioned
upstream of the fuel reforming catalysts 28 with respect to the
flow direction of the exhaust gas.

The upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 detects the concen-
tration of oxygen in the exhaust gas and outputs an upstream
sensor signal representing the detected oxygen concentration.
The upstream sensor signal is used not only for air-fuel ratio
feedback control by the ECU 50 but also for a later-described
hydrogen concentration detection process.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the upstream air-fuel
ratio sensor 58. As shown in the figure, the upstream air-fuel
ratio sensor 58 includes a detection element 5S8A, which is
shaped, for instance, like a flat plate; two electrodes 58B,
58C; a diffusion layer 58D, which serves as limitation means;
and a housing 58E.

The detection element 58A is made of a solid electrolyte
such as zirconia (ZrO,). The electrodes 58B, 58C are
mounted respectively on one side surface and on an additional
side surface of the detection element 58A to face each other
with the detection element 58A in between. One side surface
of the detection element 58 A, which faces the electrode 58B,
is placed at a position that may come into contact with the
exhaust gas. The additional side surface of the detection ele-
ment 58A, which faces the electrode 58C, is placed at a
position that is always in contact with atmospheric air.

The diftusion layer 58D is positioned so as to shield one
side surface of the detection element 58A from the exhaust
gas in coordination with the housing 58D. The diffusion layer
58D is made, for instance, of a permeable porous material.
Therefore, the exhaust gas outside the sensor is supplied to
one side surface of the detection element 58A through the
diffusion layer 58D. However, the rate of such exhaust gas
supply is limited in accordance with the permeability (or
density) of the diffusion layer 58D.

When a voltage is applied between the electrodes 58B, 58C
during an operation of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58,
anion current, which uses oxygenions as carriers, flows in the
detection element 58 A. In this instance, the amount of oxygen
supplied from the exhaust gas to one side surface of the
detection element 58A is limited by the diffusion layer 58D.
The ion current then becomes saturated at a current value that
corresponds to the oxygen concentration difference between
the exhaust gas, which comes into contact with one side
surface of the detection element 58 A, and the atmospheric air,
which comes into contact with the additional side surface of
the detection element 58A. The upstream sensor signal is
output in accordance with the saturated current value and
linearly varies with the concentration of oxygen in the
exhaust gas.

(Downstream Air-Fuel Ratio Sensor Structure)

The downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 will now be
described. As shown in FIG. 1, the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor 60 is installed in the EGR path 32 of the internal
combustion engine and positioned downstream of the fuel
reforming catalysts 28 with respect to the flow direction of the
exhaust gas. Therefore, the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor
60 is exposed to the hydrogen-containing reformed gas dur-
ing reforming EGR control.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the downstream air-fuel
ratio sensor 60. As shown in the figure, the downstream air-
fuel ratio sensor 60, which is composed of an air-fuel ratio
sensor that uses zirconia and is substantially the same as the
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upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58, includes a detection ele-
ment 60A, electrodes 60B, 60C, a diffusion layer 60D, and a
housing 60E.

Zirconia has sensitivity for oxygen concentration detec-
tion. However, this sensitivity is affected by hydrogen that
exists around the sensor. More specifically, if hydrogen
exists, the amount of oxygen passing through the diffusion
layer is limited depending on the concentration of hydrogen.
Consequently, the oxygen ion current flowing in zirconia
decreases with an increase in the hydrogen concentration.

As a result, the output generated from the air-fuel ratio
sensor while hydrogen exists deviates from the output gener-
ated in a reference state where no hydrogen exists so that the
oxygen concentration is lowered (to provide a richer air-fuel
ratio). Thus, the present embodiment can detect the hydrogen
concentration with the air-fuel ratio sensor by determining
the amount of such deviation.

When exposed to the EGR gas containing the reformed gas
(hydrogen), the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 outputs a
downstream sensor signal, which varies with the concentra-
tions of oxygen and hydrogen in the EGR gas, in accordance
with the principles described above. On the other hand, the
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 does not expose itself to
hydrogen. Therefore, the upstream sensor signal varies with
the concentration of oxygen only. As such being the case, the
present embodiment is configured to detect the hydrogen
concentration by using the upstream sensor signal and down-
stream sensor signal.

A comparison between oxygen and hydrogen reveals that
hydrogen molecules are more likely to pass through the dif-
fusion layer 60D than oxygen molecules because the hydro-
gen molecules are of lower molecular weight than the oxygen
molecules. Therefore, the sensor signals respond to a change
in the hydrogen concentration to a greater extent than to a
change in the oxygen concentration. If the ratio of a sensor
signal change to a concentration change (change ratio) is
defined as the sensor sensitivity, the air-fuel ratio sensors have
higher sensitivity for hydrogen concentration detection than
for oxygen concentration detection.

Meanwhile, the output range of the air-fuel ratio sensors,
which are configured for oxygen concentration detection, is
set to cover a practical range of oxygen concentration varia-
tion. Therefore, when an attempt is made to detect the hydro-
gen concentration with the air-fuel ratio sensors, the output
range is not enough to cover a sensor signal that varies to a
greater extent than in the case of oxygen concentration detec-
tion. In other words, when the hydrogen concentration is
higher than a certain level, concentration detection is
unachievable due to sensor signal saturation.

In view of the above circumstances, the present embodi-
ment is intentionally configured to set a lower sensitivity for
the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 than for the upstream
air-fuel ratio sensor 58 so that a sensor signal value generated
upon hydrogen concentration detection fits within the output
range.

More specifically, the electrode 60B of the downstream
air-fuel ratio sensor 60 is smaller than the electrode 58B of the
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58. Therefore, the electrodes
60B, 60C of the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor have a
smaller opposing surface area than the electrodes 58B, 58C of
the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor.

Because of the use of the above-described electrode struc-
ture, the ion current flowing in the detection element 60A of
the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 is smaller than that in
the detection element of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58
by the opposing surface area difference between the elec-
trodes 58B, 58C of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor and the
electrodes 60B, 60C of the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor.
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This decreases the value of the downstream sensor signal for
a given hydrogen concentration. Therefore, the ratio of a
downstream sensor signal change to a concentration change
decreases, thereby making it possible to detect richer oxygen
concentrations.

In other words, the sensitivity of the downstream air-fuel
ratio sensor 60 can be decreased in accordance with the
opposing surface area difference between the electrodes. This
ensures that the range of downstream sensor signal variation
with hydrogen concentration matches the sensor output
range. Consequently, it is possible to prevent the downstream
sensor signal from becoming saturated due to an excessively
narrow output range and consistently detect a wide range of
hydrogen concentration.

(Oxygen Concentration Detection Process)

FIG. 4 shows the output characteristic of the upstream
sensor signal with respect to oxygen concentration changes.
A saturated current generated in zirconia in accordance with
oxygen concentration is converted to a linear voltage signal
by a signal processing circuit or the like. This voltage signal
is output as an upstream sensor signal that is shown in FIG. 4.
Characteristic curve data of the upstream sensor signal is
stored beforehand in the ECU 50.

Thus, the ECU 50 can detect the oxygen concentration by
referencing the characteristic curve data through the use of
the upstream sensor signal. The oxygen concentration
detected in the above manner is used not only for air-fuel ratio
feedback control by the ECU 50 but also for the hydrogen
concentration detection process described below.
(Hydrogen Concentration Detection Process)

FIG. 5 shows the output characteristic of the downstream
sensor signal with respect to changes in the hydrogen con-
centration and oxygen concentration. A plurality of charac-
teristic curves (characteristic curve data) shown in FIG. 5
indicate the relationship between hydrogen concentration and
downstream sensor signal at various oxygen concentrations.

The downstream sensor signal linearly varies with the con-
centrations of oxygen and hydrogen. More specifically, each
characteristic curve data in FIG. 5 indicates that the down-
stream sensor signal linearly varies with the hydrogen con-
centration while the oxygen concentration remains
unchanged. Therefore, when apiece of characteristic curve
data shown in FIG. 5 is selected in accordance with the
oxygen concentration detected by the upstream air-fuel ratio
sensor 58, the hydrogen concentration can be detected from
the downstream sensor signal in accordance with the selected
characteristic curve data.

FIG. 6 shows the relationship between the oxygen concen-
tration and a zero-point output that is the intercept of indi-
vidual characteristic curve data. The zero-point output is
defined as a downstream sensor signal value that prevails
when the hydrogen concentration is zero. As shown in FIG. 6,
the zero-point output of characteristic curve data linearly
increases with an increase in the oxygen concentration.

FIG. 7 shows the relationship between the oxygen concen-
tration and a change ratio that is the gradient of individual
characteristic curve data. The change ratio denotes the ratio of
a sensor signal value change to a hydrogen concentration
change, and corresponds to the sensitivity for hydrogen con-
centration detection as described earlier. In the present
embodiment, the ratio of a change in the characteristic curve
datais indicated by a minus value; therefore, FIG. 7 shows the
absolute value of a change ratio. As shown in FIG. 7, the
characteristic curve data change ratio linearly decreases with
an increase in the oxygen concentration and gradually
becomes moderate.
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The data shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 are stored beforehand in
the ECU 50. When performing the hydrogen concentration
detection process, the ECU 50 first references the data shown
in FIGS. 6 and 7 by using the oxygen concentration detected
by the upstream sensor signal, and then acquires the zero-
point output and change ratio of characteristic curve data that
prevail at the detected oxygen concentration.

Next, the ECU 50 uses the acquired zero-point output and
change ratio to set characteristic curve data indicative of the
relationship between the downstream sensor signal and
hydrogen concentration that prevails at the detected oxygen
concentration. For example, the acquired zero-point output
and change ratio are used to determine a function expression
of characteristic curve data that corresponds to the detected
oxygen concentration.

The characteristic curve data corresponds to characteristic
curve data that is corrected in accordance with the oxygen
concentration. It is obtained by correcting the influence of
oxygen concentration, which is contained in the downstream
sensor signal, in accordance with the upstream sensor signal.
Therefore, the hydrogen concentration prevailing at an arbi-
trary oxygen concentration can be accurately detected by
calculating the hydrogen concentration from the downstream
sensor signal in accordance with the characteristic curve data.

Inthe hydrogen concentration detection process, the down-
stream sensor signal should be corrected in accordance with
the upstream sensor signal so that the downstream sensor
signal value corresponds to the hydrogen concentration at an
arbitrary oxygen concentration. The method of making such
a correction is not limited to the one described in the present
embodiment.

According to the present embodiment, the oxygen concen-
tration and hydrogen concentration are reflected in the down-
stream sensor signal as described earlier. Therefore, the influ-
ence of oxygen concentration is eliminated from the
downstream sensor signal when the downstream sensor sig-
nal is corrected by using the upstream sensor signal in which
only the oxygen concentration is reflected. Thus, the hydro-
gen concentration can be accurately determined in accor-
dance with the corrected downstream sensor signal.

Therefore, when an oxygen detection capability of zirconia
or the like and a function for varying the oxygen detection
capability in accordance with the hydrogen concentration are
used, the hydrogen concentration can be detected easily and
accurately simply by mounting the two common air-fuel ratio
sensors 58, 60 in the system. Further, the amount of combus-
tible gas generation can be calculated with high accuracy in
accordance with the result of hydrogen concentration detec-
tion.

Consequently, the system for detecting the hydrogen con-
centration (combustible gas generation amount) can be estab-
lished through the use of the small-size, inexpensive air-fuel
ratio sensors 58, 60 without having to use a dedicated hydro-
gen concentration sensor or the concentration of carbon mon-
oxide. Thus, it is possible to facilitate system downsizing and
cost reduction. Further, as the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor
58 can be used to correct the influence of oxygen concentra-
tion, it is possible to certainly prevent the oxygen concentra-
tion from decreasing the accuracy of hydrogen concentration
detection and provide consistent detection accuracy.

Further, the present embodiment enables an air-fuel ratio
sensor used for the air-fuel ratio feedback control in the
internal combustion engine 10 to double as the upstream
air-fuel ratio sensor 58 for hydrogen concentration detection.
This makes it possible to minimize an increase in the number
of sensors and other parts, thereby contributing to further
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system simplification and cost reduction even when the two
air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60 are used for hydrogen concentra-
tion detection.

Furthermore, in the hydrogen concentration detection pro-
cess performed by the ECU 50, the use of the data shown in
FIGS. 6 and 7 makes it possible to acquire the zero-point
output and change ratio of characteristic curve data in accor-
dance with the oxygen concentration. Therefore, the use of a
linear sensor output makes it possible to accurately set the
characteristic curve data by using its zero-point output and
change ratio. Since the oxygen concentration is reflected in
the characteristic curve data, which is set as described above,
the characteristic curve data can be properly corrected in
accordance with the oxygen concentration.
(Pressure-Dependent Correction Process)

The air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60 are constructed so that the
sensitivity for oxygen concentration detection varies with the
rate at which oxygen molecules pass through the diffusion
layers 58D, 60D. Further, the degree of influence of hydrogen
concentration on the oxygen detection capability varies with
the rate at which hydrogen molecules pass through the diffu-
sion layers 58D, 60D. These molecule passage rates vary with
the pressure of the exhaust gas (EGR gas). As such being the
case, the present embodiment is configured so as to make
sensor signal corrections in accordance with the pressure
detected by the pressure sensor 56.

FIG. 8 shows the relationship between exhaust gas pres-
sure and signal correction amount. The data shown in FIG. 8
is stored beforehand in the ECU 50. The rates at which the
oxygen molecules and hydrogen molecules pass through the
diffusion layers 58D, 60D increase with an increase in the
pressure. As a result, the ion currents flowing in the detection
elements 58A, 60A increase with an increase in the pressure.
Therefore, when the pressure increases, the sensor signals
change in the direction of increasing the detected concentra-
tion (in the direction of decreasing the sensor signal value
shown in FIG. 5).

As suchbeing the case, the signal correction amount for the
sensor signals is set so that the signal correction amount
increases (the detected concentration decreases) with an
increase in the pressure. In other words, the sensitivities of the
air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60 increase with an increase in the
exhaust gas pressure. Therefore, a pressure-dependent cor-
rection process is performed to make sensor signal correc-
tions so that apparent sensitivities decrease with an increase
in the pressure.

Further, a change in the exhaust gas pressure changes the
rates at which the molecules pass through the diffusion layers
58D, 60D. The degree of the influence of such a pressure
change is greater on hydrogen than on oxygen because hydro-
gen has a lower molecular weight than oxygen. Therefore,
setup is performed so that the ratio of a change in the signal
correction amount to a change in the pressure is higher for
hydrogen molecules than for oxygen molecules.

When the oxygen concentration and hydrogen concentra-
tion are to be detected, the pressure-dependent correction
process, which is configured as described above, is performed
to detect the pressure of the exhaust gas with the pressure
sensor 56 and reference the data shown in FIG. 8 through the
use of the detected pressure. This makes it possible to acquire
an oxygen concentration signal correction amount and hydro-
gen concentration signal correction amount for the exhaust
gas pressure.

Next, the upstream sensor signal value is corrected in
accordance with the pressure by, for instance, adding the
oxygen concentration signal correction amount to the
upstream sensor signal value or multiplying the upstream
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sensor signal value by the oxygen concentration signal cor-
rection amount. The corrected upstream sensor signal is then
used to perform the oxygen concentration detection process
described earlier. Similarly, the downstream sensor signal
value can be corrected in accordance with the pressure by
reflecting the hydrogen concentration signal correction
amount in the downstream sensor signal value. The corrected
downstream sensor signal is then used to perform the hydro-
gen concentration detection process described earlier.

As described above, the pressure-dependent correction
process makes it possible to correct the sensor signals by the
amount of pressure-dependent sensitivity change in the air-
fuel ratio sensors 58, 60. Thus, the influence of pressure can
be eliminated from the sensor signals. Consequently, even
when the exhaust gas pressure changes in accordance, for
instance, with the operating status of the internal combustion
engine, the system according to the present embodiment can
accurately detect the oxygen concentration and hydrogen
concentration without being affected by such a change in the
exhaust gas pressure.

(Calibration Process for Oxygen)

The output characteristics of air-fuel ratio sensors may
deviate from predefined output characteristics due, for
instance, to sensor deterioration. Therefore, when the
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 and downstream air-fuel
ratio sensor 60 are to be operated, they are subjected to an
output characteristic calibration process.

The calibration process for oxygen will now be described.
This calibration process is performed on both the upstream
air-fuel ratio sensor 58 and downstream air-fuel ratio sensor
60. However, the subsequent description deals with the
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 as an example. A zero-point
reference value and atmospheric air reference value for the
oxygen calibration process are stored beforehand in the ECU
50.

The zero-point reference value is a sensor signal value that
is similar, for instance, to signal value A1 in FIG. 4 and output
from an output-calibrated air-fuel ratio sensor while the oxy-
gen concentration is zero. The atmospheric air reference
value is a sensor signal value that is similar, for instance, to
signal value A2 in FIG. 4 and output from an output-cali-
brated air-fuel ratio sensor while a known oxygen concentra-
tion (approx. 21%) prevails in atmospheric air.

The calibration process is started by allowing the ECU 50
to adjust the fuel injection amount for the purpose of enrich-
ing the air-fuel ratio of the exhaust gas. An oxygen-free
exhaust gas is then supplied to the upstream air-fuel ratio
sensor 58. In this state, the ECU 50 detects the difference
between the upstream sensor signal value and zero-point
reference value as the amount of deviation at the zero point.

Next, the injection of fuel from the injection valves 18, 34
is stopped to supply atmospheric air to the upstream air-fuel
ratio sensor 58. In this state, the ECU 50 detects the difference
between the upstream sensor signal value and atmospheric air
reference value as the amount of deviation at an atmospheric
oxygen concentration.

As shown in FIG. 4, the output characteristic of the
upstream sensor signal is linear with respect to the oxygen
concentration. Therefore, the ECU 50 uses the amounts of
deviation at two points, namely, at the zero point and at the
atmospheric oxygen concentration, to calibrate, for instance,
the zero-point output and change ratio of characteristic curve
data stored in the ECU 50. This calibration is effected so that
the output characteristic of the upstream sensor signal agrees
with a predefined output characteristic. In this instance, the
result of calibration is stored, for instance, in a nonvolatile
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memory of the ECU 50 as learning data for calibrating an
individual sensor error or the like.

Similarly, the calibration process described above is also
performed on the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60. The
downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 is calibrated while the
injection of reforming fuel is stopped with the flow regulating
valve 38 opened to supply atmospheric air to the EGR path
32.

As described above, when the oxygen calibration process
is performed, the air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60 can be output-
calibrated easily and accurately with respect to the oxygen
concentration. In this instance, the present embodiment can
adjust the oxygen concentration prevailing around the sensors
in accordance, for instance, with the fuel injection amount
(air-fuel ratio) to readily produce an oxygen-free state and
atmospheric air supply state in which sensor output calibra-
tion can be effected.

Consequently, even when the air-fuel ratio sensors 58, are
deteriorated, the present embodiment can continuously detect
the oxygen concentration with high accuracy. In addition,
when the accuracy of oxygen concentration detection is
increased, the accuracy of hydrogen concentration detection
can also be increased because hydrogen concentration detec-
tion is based on oxygen concentration detection.
(Calibration Process for Hydrogen)

The calibration process for hydrogen will now be
described. This calibration process is performed on the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor 60. A zero-point reference value
and nonzero-point reference value for the hydrogen calibra-
tion process are stored beforehand in the ECU 50.

The zero-point reference is a sensor signal value that is
similar, for instance, to signal value B1 in FIG. 5 and output
from an output-calibrated air-fuel ratio sensor while the oxy-
gen concentration and hydrogen concentration are both zero.
The nonzero-point reference value is a sensor signal value
that is similar, for instance, to signal value B2 in FIG. 5 and
output from an output-calibrated air-fuel ratio sensor while
the oxygen concentration is zero with the hydrogen concen-
tration adjusted to a predefined reference concentration.

In this instance, the reference concentration is achieved in
the calibration process when adjustments are made to place
parameters affecting the hydrogen concentration in a pre-
defined error detection state. The parameters include, for
instance, a reforming fuel supply amount, exhaust gas flow
rate, pressure, and temperature. The exhaust gas flow rate,
pressure, and temperature can be adjusted in accordance with
the operating status of the internal combustion engine.

The calibration process is started by enriching the exhaust
gas air-fuel ratio in the above-described manner and stopping
the injection of reforming fuel to supply an oxygen-free,
hydrogen-free exhaust gas (EGR gas) to the periphery of the
downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60. In this state, the ECU 50
detects the difference between the downstream sensor signal
value and zero-point reference value as the amount of devia-
tion at the zero point.

Next, hydrogen of the reference concentration is generated
(oxygen-free, predefined hydrogen supply state) by adjusting
the operating status of the internal combustion engine to the
aforementioned predefined state while keeping the EGR gas
in an oxygen-free state. In the resulting state, the ECU 50
detects the difference between the downstream sensor signal
value and nonzero-point reference value as the amount of
deviation at a nonzero point.

As shown in FIG. 5, the output characteristic of the down-
stream sensor signal is linear with respect to the hydrogen
concentration. Therefore, the ECU 50 uses the amounts of
deviation at two points, namely, at the zero point and at the
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nonzero point, to calibrate, for instance, the zero-point output
and change ratio of characteristic curve data stored in the
ECU 50. This calibration is effected so that the output char-
acteristic of the downstream sensor signal agrees with a pre-
defined output characteristic. In this instance, the result of
calibration is stored in the ECU 50 as learning data.

As described above, the hydrogen calibration process is
performed to provide substantially the same operational
advantages as the oxygen calibration process. More specifi-
cally, the hydrogen calibration process makes it possible to
calibrate the output characteristic of the downstream air-fuel
ratio sensor 60 easily and accurately with respect to the
hydrogen concentration. Consequently, even when the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor 60 is deteriorated, the hydrogen
concentration can be continuously detected with high accu-
racy.

Further, during the calibration process, the hydrogen con-
centration can be adjusted in accordance with the operating
status of the internal combustion engine while the exhaust gas
is kept oxygen-free, for instance, through fuel injection. This
makes it possible to readily produce an oxygen-free, hydro-
gen-free state where sensor output calibration can be effected
and an oxygen-free, predefined hydrogen supply state.
(Catalyst Diagnosis Process)

As described above, the present embodiment is capable of
accurately detecting the concentration of hydrogen that is
generated while reforming EGR control is exercised. There-
fore, such a capability is used to perform a diagnosis process
on the fuel reforming catalysts 28. This catalyst diagnosis
process is started by making adjustments to place parameters
affecting the hydrogen concentration in a predefined catalyst
diagnosis state.

The predefined catalyst diagnosis state is substantially the
same as the aforementioned predefined error detection state.
The concentration of hydrogen in the reformed gas generated
in the predefined catalyst diagnosis state is stored beforehand
in the ECU 50 as a diagnosis reference value. The ECU 50
makes adjustments to place, for instance, the operating status
of the internal combustion engine in the predefined catalyst
diagnosis state, and compares the hydrogen concentration
detected in the predefined catalyst diagnosis state against the
diagnosis reference value. Thus, a diagnostic check can be
performed on the fuel reforming catalysts 28 in accordance
with the amount of deviation between the hydrogen concen-
tration in the predefined catalyst diagnosis state and the diag-
nosis reference value to judge whether the fuel reforming
catalysts 28 are operating normally.

The present embodiment can accurately detect the hydro-
gen concentration with the two air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60.
Therefore, the present embodiment can also run a diagnostic
check on the catalysts with high accuracy. This makes it
possible to certainly grasp, for instance, the deterioration of
the fuel reforming catalysts 28, thereby providing enhanced
system reliability.

[Details of Processes Performed to Implement First Embodi-
ment]

FIGS. 9 to 11 are flowcharts illustrating routines that the
ECU 50 executes to implement system operations in accor-
dance with the present embodiment. The routines shown in
these figures are initiated when the internal combustion
engine starts up, and repeated at regular intervals.

The hydrogen concentration detection process will now be
described with reference to FIG. 9. The hydrogen concentra-
tion detection process is started by performing the later-de-
scribed oxygen calibration process and hydrogen calibration
process to calibrate each of the outputs of the air-fuel ratio
sensors 58, 60 (steps 100 and 102). In the next step, which is
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step 104, the previously described catalyst diagnosis process
is performed to judge whether the fuel reforming catalysts 28
are normal. If any abnormality is found in the fuel reforming
catalysts 28, control is exercised to deal with the abnormality.

Next, step 106 is performed to read the upstream sensor
signal. Step 108 is then followed to perform the previously
described pressure-dependent correction process on the read
signal value. Next, step 110 is performed to reference the data
shown in FIG. 4 by using the corrected signal value and detect
the concentration of oxygen in the exhaust gas. Further, step
112 is performed to acquire the zero-point output of the
downstream sensor signal prevailing at the detected oxygen
concentration by referencing the data shown in FIG. 6
through the use of the value of the detected oxygen concen-
tration. Step 114 is then performed similarly to acquire the
change ratio of the downstream sensor signal prevailing at the
detected oxygen concentration by referencing the data shown
in FIG. 7 through the use of the value of the detected oxygen
concentration.

Next, step 116 is performed to check each piece of charac-
teristic curve data shown in FIG. 5, select characteristic curve
data that corresponds to the detected oxygen concentration,
and set, for instance, a function expression for the selected
characteristic curve data by using the zero-point output and
change ratio. Step 118 is then performed to read the down-
stream sensor signal. Next, step 120 is followed to perform
the pressure-dependent correction process on the value of the
read signal. Step 122 is then performed to detect the concen-
tration of hydrogen in the EGR gas by computing, for
instance, the function expression for the selected character-
istic curve data through the use of the corrected signal value.

Next, step 124 is performed to calculate the flow rate of the
EGR gas in accordance, for instance, with the operating status
of the internal combustion engine and the degree of opening
of the flow regulating valve 38, and calculate the amount of
reformed gas generation by using the flow rate and the value
of the detected hydrogen concentration. Consequently, step
126 is performed to execute reforming EGR control while
feeding back the reformed gas generation amount into the
execution of such control.

The oxygen calibration process will now be described with
reference to FIG. 10. In the oxygen calibration process, step
200 is first performed to judge whether the air-fuel ratio of the
exhaust gas is rich (A=1). If the exhaust air-fuel ratio is not
rich, step 202 is performed to enrich the exhaust air-fuel ratio,
for instance, by adjusting the fuel injection amount.

As a result, an oxygen-free exhaust gas is supplied to the
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58. In the resulting state, step
204 is performed to read the upstream sensor signal. Step 206
is then performed to detect the difference between the read
signal value and the zero-point reference value, which is
stored beforehand in the ECU 50, and store the detected
difference as the amount of deviation at the zero point.

Next, step 208 is performed to supply atmospheric air to
the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 by stopping the injection
of fuel from the main fuel injection valve 18. In the resulting
state, step 210 is performed to read the upstream sensor
signal. Step 212 is then performed to detect the difference
between the read signal value and the atmospheric air refer-
ence value, which is stored beforehand in the ECU 50, and
store the detected difference as the amount of deviation at the
atmospheric oxygen concentration.

Next, step 214 is performed to calibrate the output charac-
teristic of the upstream sensor signal by using the amounts of
deviation at two points, namely, at the zero point and at the
atmospheric oxygen concentration. In a typical example, this
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calibration process is performed to calibrate, for instance, the
zero-point output and change ratio of the characteristic curve
data stored in the ECU 50.

Next, step 216 is performed to calibrate the output charac-
teristic of the downstream sensor signal by subjecting the
downstream air/fuel ratio sensor 60 to the same calibration
process as described in steps 200 to 214. More specifically,
the calibration process is started by stopping the injection of
reforming fuel and enriching the exhaust air-fuel ratio to
supply an oxygen-free, hydrogen-free EGR gas to the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor 60. Then, in the resulting state, the
amount of deviation at the aforementioned zero point is
detected.

Further, the injection of main fuel and reforming fuel is
stopped to supply hydrogen-free atmospheric air to the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor 60. Then, in the resulting state, the
amount of deviation at the aforementioned atmospheric oxy-
gen concentration is detected. The output characteristic of the
downstream sensor signal can be calibrated by using the
amounts of deviation prevailing at the above two points.

The hydrogen calibration process will now be described
with reference to FIG. 11. In the hydrogen calibration pro-
cess, step 300 is first performed to judge whether EGR control
in an unreformed state (normal EGR control) is being exer-
cised. If reforming EGR control is being exercised in this
instance, it is stopped. If normal EGR control is stopped, it is
started to supply a reformed-gas-free exhaust gas to the EGR
path 32 (step 302).

Next, step 304 is performed to judge whether the air-fuel
ratio of the exhaust gas is rich. If the exhaust gas air-fuel ratio
is not rich, step 306 is performed in the same manner as in step
202 to enrich the exhaust gas air-fuel ratio.

As a result, an oxygen-free, hydrogen-free EGR gas is
supplied to the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60. In the
resulting state, step 308 is performed to read the downstream
sensor signal. Step 310 is then performed to detect the differ-
ence between the read signal value and the zero-point refer-
ence value, which is stored beforehand in the ECU 50, and
store the detected difference as the amount of deviation at the
zero point.

Next, in a state where reforming EGR control is initiated,
step 312 is performed to make adjustments to place the
parameters, such as the reforming fuel supply amount,
exhaust gas flow rate, pressure, and temperature, in the pre-
defined error detection state, which is memorized beforehand
in the ECU 50. This ensures that the fuel reforming catalysts
28 supply hydrogen of the reference concentration to the EGR
path 32.

In the resulting state, step 314 is performed to read the
downstream sensor signal. Step 316 is then performed to
detect the difference between the read signal value and the
nonzero-point reference value, which is stored beforehand in
the ECU 50, and store the detected difference as the amount of
deviation at the nonzero point. Next, step 318 is performed in
substantially the same manner as in the oxygen calibration
process to calibrate the output characteristic of the down-
stream sensor signal by using the amounts of deviation at two
points, namely, at the zero point and at the nonzero point.

As described in detail above, the present embodiment can
accurately detect the hydrogen concentration during reform-
ing EGR control by using the two air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60,
and properly control the amount of reformed gas generation
in accordance with the detection result.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of the present invention will now be
described with reference to FIG. 12. The second embodiment
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uses the same system configuration (FIG. 1) as the first
embodiment, but differs from the first embodiment in the
structure of the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor.

The downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 70 according to the
second embodiment is similar to the counterpart according to
the first embodiment in that the former includes a detection
element 70A, electrodes 70B, 70C, a diffusion layer 70D, and
ahousing 70E. However, the diffusion layer 70D is made ofa
denser material than the diffusion layer 58D of the upstream
air-fuel ratio sensor 58. Therefore, the diffusion layer 70D is
less permeable than the diffusion layer 58D of the upstream
air-fuel ratio sensor 58.

As a result, oxygen and hydrogen are less likely to be
supplied to one side surface of the detection element 70 A than
in the case of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58. This
reduces the ion current to be generated in the detection ele-
ment 70A under the same concentration conditions. As such
being the case, the present embodiment is configured so that
the sensitivity of the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 70 is
lower than that of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 by the
amount of permeability difference between the diffusion
layer 58D and diffusion layer 70D.

Although the present embodiment is configured as
described above, it provides substantially the same opera-
tional advantages as the first embodiment. Further, in the
present embodiment in particular, the downstream air-fuel
ratio sensor 70 can be implemented simply by replacing the
diffusion layer 58D of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58
with the dense diffusion layer 70D. In this instance, the elec-
trodes 70B, 70C may be identical with those of the upstream
air-fuel ratio sensor 58. Therefore, it is easy to form the
downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 70 that has limited sensitiv-
ity.

In the foregoing embodiments, steps 112 to 122, which are
shown in FIG. 9, present a concrete example of the hydrogen
concentration detection means; and steps 112 to 116, in par-
ticular, present a concrete example of the signal correction
means. Further, step 112 presents a concrete example of the
zero-point output acquisition means; step 114 presents a con-
crete example of the change ratio acquisition means; and step
116 presents a concrete example of the characteristic setup
means. Furthermore, steps 106 and 110 present a concrete
example of the oxygen concentration calculation means;
steps 108 and 120 present a concrete example of the pressure-
dependent correction means; and step 104 presents a concrete
example of the catalyst diagnosis means.

Further, referring to FIG. 10, steps 200, 202, and 208
present a concrete example of the gaseous material supply
means; steps 204 and 206 present a concrete example of the
first oxygen error detection means; steps 210 and 212 present
a concrete example of the second oxygen error detection
means; and step 214 presents a concrete example of the oxy-
gen signal calibration means.

Furthermore, referring to FIG. 11, step 312 presents a
concrete example of the adjustment means; steps 308 and 310
present a concrete example of the first hydrogen error detec-
tion means; steps 314 and 316 present a concrete example of
the second hydrogen error detection means; and step 318
presents a concrete example of the hydrogen signal calibra-
tion means.

The configurations employed by the foregoing embodi-
ments are such that the sensitivities of the downstream air-
fuel ratio sensors 60, 70 are lowered by reducing the size of
the electrode 60B or making the diffusion layer 70D dense.
However, the present invention may use an alternative
method to lower the sensitivities of the downstream air-fuel
ratio sensors. For example, when the employed air-fuel ratio
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sensors supply a measurement target gaseous material to one
side surface of the detection element through a diffusion hole
made in the housing, the sensor sensitivities may be lowered
by decreasing the diameter of the diffusion hole.

The downstream air-fuel ratio sensor according to the
present invention may be constructed by combining any two
or all three of the air-fuel ratio sensors 60, 70 according to the
first or second embodiment and an air-fuel ratio sensor having
the aforementioned small-diameter diffusion hole. For
example, the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor may be con-
structed by using a small-size electrode and forming a dense
diffusion layer.

The foregoing embodiments have been described in con-
junction with the air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60, 70 whose signal
linearly decreases with an increase in the concentration of a
detection target. However, the present invention is not limited
to the use of such air-fuel ratio sensors. The present invention
may alternatively be configured to use air-fuel ratio sensors
whose signal increases with an increase in the concentration
or nonlinearly varies with the concentration.

Further, the foregoing embodiments have been described
in conjunction with the air-fuel ratio sensors 58, 60, 70 that
include the detection element 58A, 60A, or 70A, which is
made of zirconia, and the diffusion layer 58D, 60D, or 70D,
which is made, for instance, of alumina. However, the present
invention is not limited to the use of such air-fuel ratio sen-
sors. For example, an alternative would be to use a detection
element and diffusion layer made of materials other than
zirconia and alumina as far as they have an oxygen detection
capability and a function for varying the oxygen detection
sensitivity in accordance with the hydrogen concentration.

Meanwhile, the foregoing embodiments are configured so
that the EGR path 32 branches off from the exhaust pipe 20 at
an upstream end of the heat exchanger 24. However, the
present invention is not limited to such a configuration. An
alternative configuration may be employed so that the EGR
path 32 branches off from the exhaust pipe 20 at a down-
stream end of the heat exchanger 24.

Further, the foregoing embodiments are configured so that
the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 is mounted in the exhaust
pipe 20 and positioned upstream of the heat exchanger 24.
However, the mounting position of the upstream air-fuel ratio
sensor according to the present invention is not limited to the
position described in conjunction with the foregoing embodi-
ments. For example, a portion of the exhaust pipe 20 that is
positioned downstream of the heat exchanger 24 is positioned
upstream of the fuel reforming catalysts 28. Therefore, the
upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 may alternatively be
mounted in the exhaust pipe 20 and positioned downstream of
the heat exchanger 24. Another alternative would be to mount
the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor 58 in the EGR path 32 and
position it upstream of the fuel reforming catalysts 28.

Similarly, the mounting position of the downstream air-
fuel ratio sensor according to the present invention is not
limited to the position described in conjunction with the fore-
going embodiments. Any mounting position may alterna-
tively be selected for the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor as
far as it is positioned downstream of the fuel reforming cata-
lysts 28. For example, the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor 60
may be positioned at a junction between the EGR path 32 and
intake pipe 12 or positioned slightly away from the junction
and toward the intake pipe 12.

It is assumed that the foregoing embodiments use a fuel
mixture of gasoline and ethanol as the reforming fuel. How-
ever, the present invention is not limited to the use of such a
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fuel mixture. For example, a fuel mixture of gasoline and
methanol or other alcohol may alternatively be used as the
reforming fuel.

Further, the present invention is not limited to the use of an
alcohol-containing fuel. Any fuel may be applied to the
present invention as far as it contains gasoline. More specifi-
cally, the present invention is applicable, for instance, to a fuel
composed of gasoline only and a fuel mixture of gasoline and
a substance other than alcohol.

Furthermore, it is assumed that the foregoing embodiments
heat the fuel reforming catalysts 28 by using the heat of the
exhaust gas. However, the present invention does not always
need to use the heat of the exhaust gas. For example, the
present invention may be applied to an internal combustion
engine that is not of an exhaust heat recovery type. More
specifically, the present invention may be configured to heat
the fuel reforming catalysts 28 by using a heat source (e.g.,
dedicated heater) other than exhaust gas.

Moreover, the foregoing embodiments have been
described on the assumption that the fuel reforming apparatus
is applied to the internal combustion engine 10. However, the
present invention can be applied not only to internal combus-
tion engines but also to a wide variety of machines and
devices that perform fuel reforming.

The invention claimed is:
1. A fuel reforming apparatus comprising:
a fuel reforming catalyst which is positioned in a flow path
of a gaseous material containing a reforming fuel and
used to generate a hydrogen-containing combustible gas
from the reforming fuel;
an upstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
upstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect to
the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output an upstream sensor signal representing the con-
centration of oxygen in the gaseous material;
a downstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
downstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect
to the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output a downstream sensor signal representing the con-
centrations of oxygen and hydrogen in the gaseous
material; and
a hydrogen concentration detection unit which uses the
upstream sensor signal and the downstream sensor sig-
nal to detect the concentration of hydrogen in the gas-
eous material at a position downstream of the fuel
reforming catalyst
wherein the hydrogen concentration detection unit
includes a signal correction unit which corrects the
influence of the oxygen concentration, which is con-
tained in the downstream sensor signal, in accordance
with the upstream sensor signal,
the fuel reforming apparatus further comprising:
an oxygen concentration calculation unit which calcu-
lates the oxygen concentration from the upstream sen-
sor signal; and

a storage unit which stores, in advance, characteristic
curve data indicative of the relationship between the
downstream sensor signal and the hydrogen concen-
tration;

wherein the signal correction unit corrects the characteris-
tic curve data in accordance with the oxygen concentra-
tion; and

wherein the hydrogen concentration detection unit uses the
corrected characteristic curve data to calculate the
hydrogen concentration from the downstream sensor

signal.
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2. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the signal correction unit includes zero-point out-
put acquisition unit which acquires a value of the down-
stream sensor signal in accordance with the oxygen con-
centration when the hydrogen concentration is zero;
change ratio acquisition unit which acquires the ratio of
a change in the downstream sensor signal to a change in
the hydrogen concentration in accordance with the oxy-
gen concentration; and characteristic setup unit which
sets the characteristic curve data at detected oxygen
concentration in accordance with the results of acquisi-
tion by the zero-point output acquisition unit and the
change ratio acquisition unit.

3. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor has a lower
sensitivity than the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor.

4. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor and the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor each include a detection
element, which is made of a zirconia-containing mate-
rial and provided with one side surface and an additional
side surface; two electrodes, which are mounted respec-
tively on one side surface and on the additional side
surface of the detection element to face each other with
the detection element in between; and a limitation unit,
which is positioned to shield one side surface of the
detection element from the gaseous material containing
adetection target and limit the rate at which the detection
target is supplied to one side surface of the detection
element.

5. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 4,

wherein the electrodes of the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor have a smaller opposing surface area than the
electrodes of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor; and
wherein the sensitivity of the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor is lowered in accordance with the opposing sur-
face area difference between the upstream and down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensors.

6. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 4,

wherein the limitation unit is a diffusion layer that allows
an extraneous gaseous material containing the detection
target to pass toward one side surface of the detection
element; wherein the diffusion layer of the downstream
air-fuel ratio sensor has a lower permeability than the
diffusion layer of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor; and
wherein the sensitivity of the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor is lowered in accordance with the permeability
difference between the upstream and downstream air-
fuel ratio sensors.

7. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 1, fur-

ther comprising:

pressure detection unit which detects the pressure of the
gaseous material; and

pressure-dependent correction unit which corrects the
value of at least either the upstream sensor signal or the
downstream sensor signal in accordance with the pres-
sure of the gaseous material.

8. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 7,

wherein the pressure-dependent correction unit makes cor-
rections so that the detected concentration of oxygen or
hydrogen decreases with an increase in the pressure.

9. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 1, fur-

ther comprising:

a gaseous material supply unit which individually supplies
an oxygen-free gaseous material and atmospheric air to
at least either the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor or the
downstream air-fuel ratio sensor;
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afirst oxygen error detection unit which detects the amount
of deviation between an output signal value of the air-
fuel ratio sensor and a predefined zero-point reference
value while the oxygen-free gaseous material is supplied
to the air-fuel ratio sensor;

a second oxygen error detection unit which detects the
amount of deviation between an output signal value of
the air-fuel ratio sensor and a predefined atmospheric air
reference value while the atmospheric air is supplied to
the air-fuel ratio sensor; and

an oxygen signal calibration unit which calibrates the out-
put signal values by using the amounts of deviation from
the zero-point reference value and the atmospheric air
reference value.

10. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a reforming fuel supply unit which supplies the reforming
fuel to the fuel reforming catalyst;

a gaseous material supply unit which supplies an oxygen-
free gaseous material to the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor;

an adjustment unit which makes adjustments to place
parameters affecting the hydrogen concentration in a
predefined error detection state;

a first hydrogen error detection unit which detects the
amount of deviation between an output signal value of
the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor and a predefined
zero-point reference value while the supply of reforming
fuel is shut off with the oxygen-free gaseous material
supplied to the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor;

a second hydrogen error detection unit which detects the
amount of deviation between an output signal value of
the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor and a predefined
nonzero-point reference value while the parameters are
adjusted and placed in the predefined state with the
oxygen-free gaseous material supplied to the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor; and

a hydrogen signal calibration unit which calibrates the
output signal values by using the amounts of deviation
from the zero-point reference value and the nonzero-
point reference value.

11. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 1,

further comprising:

a catalyst diagnosis unit which makes adjustments to place
parameters affecting the hydrogen concentration in a
predefined catalyst diagnosis state and compares a
detected hydrogen concentration against a predefined
diagnosis reference value to run a diagnostic check on
the operation of the fuel reforming catalyst.

12. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor is used during
air-fuel ratio feedback control to regulate the air-fuel
ratio in accordance with the concentration of oxygen in
an exhaust gas emitted from an internal combustion
engine.

13. A fuel reforming apparatus comprising:

a fuel reforming catalyst which is positioned in a flow path
of a gaseous material containing a reforming fuel and
used to generate a hydrogen-containing combustible gas
from the reforming fuel;

an upstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
upstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect to
the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output an upstream sensor signal representing the con-
centration of oxygen in the gaseous material;

a downstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
downstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect
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to the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output a downstream sensor signal representing the con-
centrations of oxygen and hydrogen in the gaseous
material; and

a hydrogen concentration detection unit which uses the
upstream sensor signal and the downstream sensor sig-
nal to detect the concentration of hydrogen in the gas-
eous material at a position downstream of the fuel
reforming catalyst;

wherein the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor has a lower
sensitivity than the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor.

14. A fuel reforming apparatus comprising:

a fuel reforming catalyst which is positioned in a flow path
of a gaseous material containing a reforming fuel and
used to generate a hydrogen-containing combustible gas
from the reforming fuel;

an upstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
upstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect to
the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output an upstream sensor signal representing the con-
centration of oxygen in the gaseous material;

a downstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
downstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect
to the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output a downstream sensor signal representing the con-
centrations of oxygen and hydrogen in the gaseous
material; and

a hydrogen concentration detection unit which uses the
upstream sensor signal and the downstream sensor sig-
nal to detect the concentration of hydrogen in the gas-
eous material at a position downstream of the fuel
reforming catalyst;

wherein the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor and the down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensor each include a detection
element, which is made of a zirconia-containing mate-
rial and provided with one side surface and an additional
side surface; two electrodes, which are mounted respec-
tively on one side surface and on the additional side
surface of the detection element to face each other with
the detection element in between; and a limitation unit,
which is positioned to shield one side surface of the
detection element from the gaseous material containing
adetection target and limit the rate at which the detection
target is supplied to one side surface of the detection
element.

15. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 14,

wherein the electrodes of the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor have a smaller opposing surface area than the
electrodes of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor; and

wherein the sensitivity of the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor is lowered in accordance with the opposing sur-
face area difference between the upstream and down-
stream air-fuel ratio sensors.

16. The fuel reforming apparatus according to claim 14,

wherein the limitation unit is a diffusion layer that allows
an extraneous gaseous material containing the detection
target to pass toward one side surface of the detection
element; wherein the diffusion layer of the downstream
air-fuel ratio sensor has a lower permeability than the
diffusion layer of the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor; and
wherein the sensitivity of the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor is lowered in accordance with the permeability
difference between the upstream and downstream air-
fuel ratio sensors.
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17. A fuel reforming apparatus comprising:

a fuel reforming catalyst which is positioned in a flow path
of a gaseous material containing a reforming fuel and
used to generate a hydrogen-containing combustible gas
from the reforming fuel;

an upstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
upstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect to
the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output an upstream sensor signal representing the con-
centration of oxygen in the gaseous material;

a downstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
downstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect
to the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output a downstream sensor signal representing the con-
centrations of oxygen and hydrogen in the gaseous
material;

a hydrogen concentration detection unit which uses the
upstream sensor signal and the downstream sensor sig-
nal to detect the concentration of hydrogen in the gas-
eous material at a position downstream of the fuel
reforming catalyst;

a gaseous material supply unit which individually supplies
an oxygen-free gaseous material and atmospheric air to
at least either the upstream air-fuel ratio sensor or the
downstream air-fuel ratio sensor;

afirst oxygen error detection unit which detects the amount
of deviation between an output signal value of the air-
fuel ratio sensor and a predefined zero-point reference
value while the oxygen-free gaseous material is supplied
to the air-fuel ratio sensor;

a second oxygen error detection unit which detects the
amount of deviation between an output signal value of
the air-fuel ratio sensor and a predefined atmospheric air
reference value while the atmospheric air is supplied to
the air-fuel ratio sensor; and

an oxygen signal calibration unit which calibrates the out-
put signal values by using the amounts of deviation from
the zero-point reference value and the atmospheric air
reference value.

18. A fuel reforming apparatus comprising:

a fuel reforming catalyst which is positioned in a flow path
of a gaseous material containing a reforming fuel and
used to generate a hydrogen-containing combustible gas
from the reforming fuel;

an upstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
upstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect to
the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output an upstream sensor signal representing the con-
centration of oxygen in the gaseous material;

a downstream air-fuel ratio sensor which is positioned
downstream of the fuel reforming catalyst with respect
to the flow direction of the gaseous material and used to
output a downstream sensor signal representing the con-
centrations of oxygen and hydrogen in the gaseous
material;

a hydrogen concentration detection unit which uses the
upstream sensor signal and the downstream sensor sig-
nal to detect the concentration of hydrogen in the gas-
eous material at a position downstream of the fuel
reforming catalyst;

a reforming fuel supply unit which supplies the reforming
fuel to the fuel reforming catalyst;

a gaseous material supply unit which supplies an oxygen-
free gaseous material to the downstream air-fuel ratio
sensor;
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an adjustment unit which makes adjustments to place
parameters affecting the hydrogen concentration in pre-
defined error detection state;

a first hydrogen error detection unit which detects the
amount of deviation between an output signal value of 5
the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor and a predefined
zero-point reference value while the supply of reforming
fuel is shut off with the oxygen-free gaseous material
supplied to the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor;

a second hydrogen error detection unit which detects the 10
amount of deviation between an output signal value of
the downstream air-fuel ratio sensor and a predefined
nonzero-point reference value while the parameters are
adjusted and placed in the predefined state with the
oxygen-free gaseous material supplied to the down- 15
stream air-fuel ratio sensor; and

a hydrogen signal calibration unit which calibrates the
output signal values by using the amounts of deviation
from the zero-point reference value and the nonzero-
point reference value. 20
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